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Travel letter 2018-no 2 

 

The last travel letter ended when Zeezwaluw was still anchored in Spaanse Water at Curaçao. Before we 

went on the hard in Curaçao Marine for 4 weeks in Willemstad, thereafter for 8 days at a mooring in Klein 

Curaçao where after we ended up in Bonaire 

again. 

 

We are still swinging behind a mooring in 

Bonaire and will be for a while due to our 

changed plans as you can read here. Soooo 

busy with making new plans, searching the 

internet for pilots, information about prizes 

and places to clear-in/out for each country 

and lots of other bits and pieces, you have to 

know for getting around. That said, we also 

like to see new things ashore when we have 

the chance. 

 

Last year when we visited Bonaire, we had 

been exploring the island in a 4x4 car with our 

American friends Azenitha & Jerry. Bonaire is not a large island as you know and has not too many roads. We 

have seen them all driving around in the car for 1 day! But we never went to Washington Slagbaai National 

Park WSNP) in the North-west of Bonaire. When we tried to hire a car to visit that Park, a car for hire was 

US$80,=/day, too expensive therefore we skipped that! 

 

A new opportunity 
This time being in Bonaire, there are many Dutch sailing boats in the mooring field. Tineke & Henk from 

Catamaran Zanzibar were able to hire a car for a reasonable price and asked us if we fancied going with 

them to visit the National Park. With 2 couples it would not only be a lot of fun but also half the price! They 

knew we had not been there so far, thus yes we are going!!! 

 

Before we visit WSNP we had to get a so called snorkelling “tag” at one 

of the diving shops. When you go snorkelling around Bonaire you need 

this tag. Showing this tag (US$ 10,=) at the WSNP entrance you get 10 

dollars discount on the Park entrance fee. 

 

Some background information 
The Washington Slagbaai National Park at the North West side of the island is 55 km2  and 

the largest National Park in the Dutch Caribbean Islands. 

 

Stichting Nationale Parken Bonaire or STINAPA Bonaire is the non-profit foundation that 

manages the Bonaire National Marine park1 (1979) and the Washington Slagbaai National 

Park (1969) on behalf of the island government of Bonaire. 

It is dedicated heritage to the conservation of Bonaire’s natural and historical heritage 

through the sustainable use of its resources. 

 

                                                             
1 The Bonaire Marine Park extends from the high water mark to 60 m (200 ft.) depth contour around Bonaire and Klein Bonaire ('Little 

Bonaire') of about 2700 hectares and Lac Bay and is home to important and endangered species such as sea turtles, conch and sharks as 

well as globally threatened ecosystems such as coral reef, sea grass and mangroves. More than 70 public moorings are protecting coral 

against dropped anchors. The staff of Bonaire Marine Park spends time to enlighten park visitors. There is a special youth club of 

Bonaire Marine Park where children learn how to protect the reef. 

https://salingadventuresofsyzeezwaluw.files.wordpress.com/2018/04/zeezwaluw-post-2018-nr-3.pdf
https://salingadventuresofsyzeezwaluw.files.wordpress.com/2018/05/zeezwaluw-post-2018-nr-42.pdf
https://salingadventuresofsyzeezwaluw.files.wordpress.com/2018/05/zeezwaluw-post-2018-nr-42.pdf
https://salingadventuresofsyzeezwaluw.files.wordpress.com/2018/01/zeezwaluw-post-2018-nr-5.pdf
https://salingadventuresofsyzeezwaluw.wordpress.com/2017/11/12/abc-islands/
https://salingadventuresofsyzeezwaluw.files.wordpress.com/2018/01/zeezwaluw-post-2018-nr-5.pdf
https://www.bonbinibonaire.nl/en/bonaire-marine-park/bonaire-marine-park
https://www.bonbinibonaire.nl/en/washington-slagbaai/washington-slagbaai-national-park
https://www.bonbinibonaire.nl/en/washington-slagbaai/washington-slagbaai-national-park
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Klein Bonaire ("Little Bonaire") is part of the Bonaire 

National Marine Park and is located 800 meters to the west 

of Bonaire. The island is approximately 6 km2. Klein Bonaire 

is uninhabited2, but the beach is a very important nesting 

place for sea turtles. 

 

You can see in the pictures 

which part of the 

island is the 

National Park 

and Klein 

Bonaire. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The entrance of the park is at the south east side of the 

park. 

 

Washington Slagbaai National Park 
June 18 at 7.30 a.m. Tineke & Henk picked us up by dinghy and the 4 of us drove to the little pontoon to park 

the dinghy. The car, a pick-up truck was parked opposite and before 8 a.m. we were on our way. We took the 

long way to WSNP. The road was going north along the beautiful coastline which belonged to the Marine 

Park, till the oil storage tanks. From there the road turned inland and followed more or less the southern 

fence of the National Park. 

Just before the entrance at Sãlina Goto we saw the first flamingos of the day. The elegant birds were 

wading through the shallow parts looking for food. 

 

                                                             
2 In the past a few people lived on this small island. The remains of a small house and a beacon in the northwest are still visible. A stone 

wall that goes from the shore to the interior leads to the house. Parts of the wall have collapsed as the roof. The remains of the so-

called lean-to roof are all lying on the ground. The house was probably divided into two rooms, a bedroom and a living room with a kitchen 

that was constructed later. There is a cooking fireplace and an oven behind the house. 
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To get our discount of the Washington Slagbaai 

National Park all 4 of us had to hand over our ID’s and 

our snorkel tags at the entrance booth. The entrance 

fee came down to US$15,=/a person. But from now on 

we could visit the Park till January 2019 for free! 

 

In the building opposite the entrance was a little 

museum with pics and more interesting information 

about the WSNP-wildlife. 

But Tineke & I were more interested in using the 

head. Well, what we found as signs was interesting.. 

 

Women                            Men 

 

  

 

    

 

 

WSNP entrance 

Little museum Walking path 

Near the entrance booth and opposite the little  Museum was the skeleton  of this s juvenile  

Bryde’ Whale 

The main road we have to follow 
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After paying the fee, pocketing our Park ticket and roadmap with all the special sites, we returned to the 

car. This day we had one goal only, climbing “The Brandaris”, the highest mountain of the park and of the 

whole island. As we learned, all roads in the Park are one-direction. One look at 

the map and it was crystal clear we had to take the “short route” to get to the 

Brandaris. 

 

Between the entrance and the start of the trail was nothing special to visit. At 

9 we were at the bottom of the trail and got out at the parking lot. All 4 of us 

were wearing walking shoes, hat on the head and backpacks with water and sandwiches hoisted on the back. 

We were ready for the adventure! 

Brandaris Trail 

According the map the start and finish of the Brandaris trail could be a “bit rough”, well we will see. 

The first few hundred meters of the trail the path was still well maintained and wide with on both sides 

green leave & pine trees and of course the common bushes. As the path went into more open landscape we 

saw the mountain rising in front of us, it looked much higher as 241m (723 feet).We walked behind each 

other as soon as the path narrowed, like a mother hen and her offspring. Little iguana’s skittered at high 

speed, in all directions the minute the front man/women’s feet came too close. They were so fast that seeing 

them properly or making pictures was impossible. There were goats at both sides of the path and some little 

ones too. 

Brandaris in the distance Along the trail strange objects in the trees 

 

It was still early and the sun was behind the morning clouds so luckily it was not as hot as we 

had anticipated. 

 

As we followed the winding path we went higher and higher. Once in a while the path became 

quite rough like the bottom of a dry river strewn with big stones. But no water at all it was as 

dry as a dessert! Now we only saw little bushes and cactus trees or single once. 
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The rough path Finally a beautiful view 

Due to the trees and high scrubs we had no idea how high we had risen by now. Then the scrubs became 

fewer and lower and we had a great view at the distant mountain tops, valleys and a lake. 

 

The benefit of walking with friends is 

not only the fun part but also the 

digital material at the end of 

the trip. With 3 people making 

pictures and movies we were 

together at many pictures. What 

is great, for it does not happen so 

often! 

 

Tineke made a great movie how we trotted along the 

trail up and downward. Follow the link and have a 

look yourself! 

 

Along the barren hill only one tree managed to 

survive, a Divi-Divi tree, bending away from the 

trade winds. 

 

The trail starts to rise and the climbing becomes 

more fatiguing for 

the sailors. At a 

certain moment 

Riens and I are a 

bit concerned to precede further up-hill, as we have to walk downhill again 

as well …. 

It is the first time after a long period 

we are mountain climbing. Second 

concern, we did not bring our 

walking sticks with us. 

At a beautiful viewpoint we stay 

behind while Tineke and Henk are 

walking further along the 

undeniably difficult path. 

 

Ineke & Riens 

Tineke & Riens 

Ineke & Riens 

at their view point 

https://youtu.be/al-f13cFa6Y
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We see them disappearing behind large rocks and a few moments later they appear again a little higher-up 

the mountain. While we are waiting until for our friends to come back, Riens makes a little movie to show the 

view over the National Park out to sea. He also made pictures and a movie of Tineke and Henk’s climbing up 

and down the hill. As you watch this movie you see they had some difficulties finding the right path (if there 

was one) and finding a save way to make a large step down. 

 

At our view point we have company of a large Iguana-Iguana. He/she is sitting very still a few rocks away. 

The large skinny  Iguana-Iguana 

As you see in the pictures, his skin hangs a bit loose so we assume he must be hungry but he does not come 

to us while we are eating our sandwiches. It must be a hard life on this barren hill side. When a little rain 

shower starts, the iguana starts to move too. Slowly he/she moves to a higher rock where it can catch 

raindrops with his long and quick tongue. Once we got back at the boat we found a link to more information 

about the Iguana of Bonaire. 

Henk’s sliding down elegantly on his bottom Back together for a lunch break 

 

After almost an hour our friends reappear from behind a large boulder, still far above us. After a few more 

minutes and a steep decedent they are next to us relaxing at a rock for their lunch. 

 

They confessed, they had not reached the summit of the Brandaris either. They thought they were almost 

there when it appeared, only another scramble downhill and even an incredible steep climbing again would 

bring them to the summit. So they decided to enjoy the view for a few moments before they came back to 

us. After we had our lunch and were refreshed we walked back the same path down as we had come up. 

 

 

https://youtu.be/Uv1sLQBBhrA
https://youtu.be/2_O2JNZP8ZA
https://www.bonbinibonaire.nl/en/wildlife/iguana
https://www.bonbinibonaire.nl/en/wildlife/iguana
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After e few hundred meters we became aware of 2 circling birds of prey. It was not visible if they were 

hunting or had catched something for lunch. But not much later we saw the 

same two birds sitting on a high rock overlooking the valley. 

None of us recognised the species. 

 

After searching at the internet at “Bird of Bonaire” we found 

out it was a yellow headed Caracara for more info here. 

 

 

After we returned to the car it was already 1 

p.m. and too late to visit more special places at the north side of 

the Park. It would take too long to drive there and be back in 

time before closing. 

 

As it was one-way direction we had to follow the yellow-green-

red road to the entrance. Along this route we stopped at Sãlina 

Wayaka, a natural salt pan but not for commercial use. 

 

 

 

 

At the picture to the right you see the large lake. 

 

At the panoramic photograph below, the salt 

encrusted shallow shore is visible. 

Driving further south along the western coastline we arrive at “Slagbaai”. 

  

The bay is a natural harbour as you can see at the information board and it has a long and old history. 

Caracara 

Sãlina Wayaka 
Sãlina Wayaka 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Yellow-headed_caracara
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Long ago the goats were slaughtered at this place, salted and shipped to Curacao3. The lake behind the 

natural dam provided the salt for the job. A few of the buildings are still there but not in use anymore. 

There is only a little restaurant with some toilets. 

 

At the lake side of Slagbaai, are many flamingos walking 

around in the shallow water. There is a line of benches to 

observe these great birds without disturbing them. You are 

not allowed to go beyond this line. It is always a treat to sit 

quietly and see them feeding themselves. 

 

We do not stop inside the Park again after Slagbaai. 

On our way to Kralendijk just outside the Park is “Seru Largu” 

a view point. The view to the south we have is over Kralendijk 

to Klein Bonaire all the way to the Caribbean Sea. 

When you have a very close look you can see the boats in the mooring field! 

Not long after we are back at the parking spot in front of the dinghy dock. 

 

It had been such a great day out together. We haven’t seen the special places at the north side of the Park, 

so we decide unanimous that we will spend there an additional day if we can rent the car for one more day. 

 

Again to Washington Slagbaai National Park 
Just 4 days later the 4 of us were again in the same car on 

our way to the National Park. Friends of Tineke & Henk hiring 

the car but today they are not using it. 

Normally, companies who rent-out cars are not keen letting 

others drive the hired car as the person how is renting it. 

This company does not care about it, so we are lucky again! 

This time we will visit the north side of the Park, the long 

route; it is the yellow one on the map. 

The well-known coastal road leads us again to the Park. The 

first time we saw the flamingos near the entrance. 

 

This time we saw a pair of yellow shouldered Amazon Parrots4 

on top of a cactus. 

                                                             
3 Slagbaai is a natural bay and degeneration of "Slachtbaai", an old Dutch word, which means, "Slaughters-bay". From this place, Dutch 

people transported the slaughtered and salted goats to Curaçao. Later they also began to transport salt from Slagbaai. There is still an 

office, several stores, a slaughterhouse and a house of a superintendent at Slagbaai. Dutch people made all buildings after 1868. 

 
4 This Yellow-shouldered Amazon parrot (Amazona barbadensis rothchildi) or 'Lora' is a famous bird on Bonaire. The colors, green and 

yellow, are unique and found on Bonaire only. Yellow-shouldered Parrot are usually in trees to stay out of the sun. Parakeets are related 

to parrots and they are present at Bonaire. 

Seru Largu uitzichtpunt 

https://www.bonbinibonaire.nl/en/wildlife/flamingo
https://www.bonbinibonaire.nl/en/wildlife/brown-throated-parakeet
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They were sitting on a flower bud and enjoyed the seeds. We were wondering who 

they were able to sit on that spiky cactus without pain …. Maybe they don’t feel pain 

in their feet. For more info; click here. 

 

At the entrance of the Park we show our “papers” and are allowed in. The security 

guards only wrote down the licence plate numbers. It is a safety rule for when you 

have not checked-out of the Park at 5 p.m. as they are closing for the day. They will 

have a search to see why you have not checked out. If something would happen, 

contacting someone by phone is difficult, for there is hardly 

any mobile phone reception in the Park. We knew 

this from the first visit so should have brought 

our satellite phone, but …. forgotten. 

 

 

This time we had a quick look in the 

museum building opposite the entrance 

booth. It was well worth it. 

 

On the painted wall was an overview of the special 

birds living in the Park. Another sigh showed us the 

special land-snails we could encounter. The second on the left of the top row, we 

had seen in Curacao on our hike around the Jan Thiel salt pan. 

The painted wall with bird information  White – tailed Hawk 

 

Today we are not the only visitors of the Park. As we start our long route, there are 2 cars in-front of us of 

a guided Tour. Behind us is another one but they are 

busy with the checking-in procedure. 

 

The first specialty of the route is “Playa Chikitu”. It’s a 

very unusual beach and the only one in Bonaire with very 

white sand, sand dunes and big 

boulders on a flat volcanic 

coast. It is also a nesting-

ground for sea turtles. 

 

Along the beach we saw 

instead of human footprints 

many of different birds, even a 

trail of an undefined breed, but it could be of a little 

iguana or lizard. Also several dead coral forms were displayed. 

 

The rocks above the Playa Chikitu beach 

https://www.bonbinibonaire.nl/en/wildlife/yellow-shouldered-parrot
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This jagged area is beautiful as the pictures show. Even the plants on the rocks had lovely colours. 

Playa Chikitu  

  

We used a coffee break, to get rid of our bunch of guided tourists. It was a success as we never saw them 

again during the day. 

 

The next stop was “Boca Chikitu”, which is a bit further north. At that spot the coast line has a deep square 

inlet where every wave crash-in without stopping. You cannot swim there due to strong currents and pointy 

rocks. 

 

Along this coastline is a flat part called “Seru Grandi”, which is a magnificent display of Bonaire’s geological 

history. You can see where ancient tsunamis heaved enormous boulders onto the flats, demonstrating the 

immense strength of the sea. 

Seru Grandi                 terrace 
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The 58m (190ft.) high terrace mainly consist of limestone containing fossil remnants of coral reefs lifted 

out of the sea over millennia. The higher terrace is over a million years old, and the middle terrace is about 

210.000 years old. A horizontal line in the rocks divides the terraces, and is an impressive 

demonstration of where sea-level was before the island rose due to tectonic plate 

action. (Text info from leaflet WSNP, 2018) 

 

We found in the lower terrace the fossil remnants of coral and shells. Even on the 

barren rocks round cactuses’ were growing horizontally in tiny crevices! Standing next 

to these immense rocks you feel so tiny. 

 

Just a short distance from the magnificent Seru Grandi is a special called Suplado, 

meaning “blowhole”. We expected something like the pistol bay at Curaçao’s North coast 

but this one was less spectacular, but still worthwhile to see and waiting for the right 

wave to come. Unlucky for us the surf was not big that day. The pictures show the jagged 

coast and the sea coming in. 

 

  

At the North side of the Park is an inlet with carries the fairytale name of “Boka Kokolishi”. According the 

fairytale the bay would be littered with kokolshi shells. We have search for the kokolshi shells but found not 

one, so a real fairytale! 

 

The cliffs surrounding the bay are 

imbedded with fossilized conch 

shells. Indeed we found the fossils 

as you see in the picture. 

We did not find the shells as we 

mentioned but instead we saw 

something special here. 

 

Riens walked to the shore line of the little bay to make pictures from a specific angle. He saw a juvenile 

flamingo landing too early and he/she ended up in the surf in a deep part of the little bay. The surf threw 

him off his long legs and he tumbled over. Totally wet and looking very-very tiered he tried to walk to 

shallower water which was difficult. Finally he succeeded and reached the little beach infront of high rocks 

and was out of sight for us. 

 

But as luck would have it, a small opening between two big bouders gave us a spleded view on the gray 

flamingo. Without disturbing hem Riens made pictures and a movie “the stumbling juvenile flamingo”. 

 

Suplado blowhole Suplado coast 

https://youtu.be/up03zcpdbWI
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The pictures below tell the story ….. 

The juvenile flamingo trying to escape the surf The opening in the rocks 

Riens in position “bottom-up” taking pictures The flamingo is drying his feathers 

 

After the flamingo regained his confidence again we left him to his own devises. As we were walking away 

from the beach another flamingo flew in and the unlucky one was not alone anymore. 

 

Not far from Kolkolishi we come across the new light house. Not much to say about that modern structure 

only the enjoyable views to different sides from the windows. 

 

View to the sea The modern light house View inland 
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The modern lighthouse was followed by “Malmok”, the 

ruins of the old lighthouse. 

 

Malmok is an important historical and geological site. Not 

only can you find geological evidence of past hurricanes 

and tsunamis, you may travel through time from the 

Amerindian camps in AD 800, to shipwrecks discovered 

since the 15th century, to the use of the area in more 

recent times. 

 

You may also admire the ruins of the 19th century Malmok 

lighthouse- which was built, but never lit. 

 

At this windy spot we were the only visitor alive. A dead dried-out goat, was still 

standing where it died. He leaned against a corner of the light house keeper’ 

house. 

 

We had a cup of coffee from “the back of the truck” and walked a bit around 

to read all the information provided on the board. 

 

   

After the coffee break we drove to “Sãlina Bartol”. There is a dam which separates the sea from a lake. 

Like the one in Slagbaai where we stopped on our first visiting day. But this area is more tranquil. The sea 

side is a famous diving spot and some divers are resting from their dive. 

The view over the lake is beautiful and there is a wooden picnic set underneath a palm leaves structure. 

 

It’s a perfect place to have lunch. But before we had had one bite, Ineke had to perform a professional act. 

 The lighthouse  The light house keepers house

 Coffee on the back of the car

Sãlina Bartol view to the lake 
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Tineke had wandered off to a pile of big boulders to 

take pictures of the lake… but fell. The camera was OK 

but her arm was not. 

She had an abrasion from elbow to wrist. It hurts “a 

bit” she said. 

The wound was rinsed with clean fresh water and some 

anti-bacterial solution afterwards. An additional 

bandage to stop the bleeding and protect the open 

wound, so no dirt could enter. 

Luckily Tineke had her First-Aid package with her. 

Nurse Ineke found all the necessary equipment in there 

even tiny scissors! 

 

Finally we could have our lunch and something to drink. While we were eating, many lizards from small to 

really large ones were running around to eat the bits and pieces of our sandwiches falling off the table. They 

ran too fast to capture them on camera. Tineke threw a slice of cucumber on the ground and they were 

almost killing each other grabbing it and running away to a safe spot to eat it in 

solitude! The movie we made had not captured the story for the little creatures 

were simply too fast. 

 

After lunch we were following the road of the long route and soon we were at 

the crossing of the short and long route. From there we had seen the rest of 

the road on our first day in the park. So we did not stop before we reached 

the entrance booth again. The guard saw us and made a note in his book we had 

left the Washington Slagbaai National Park. No need for a search party for us as 

lost visitors. 

 

Those 2 days with Tineke and Henk visiting the Washington Slagbaai National Park have been wonderful. The 

Park is a great undisturbed nature reserve without busloads of visitors, you feel like you are on your own 

there. Hope the STINAPA will keep it this way. We know for sure, we will visit the park again when we have 

friends or family over for it will never be dull! We enjoyed it tremendously. 

 

 

 

Riens and Ineke Elswijk at SY Zeezwaluw 


