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Travel letter 2018-no 1 

 

This travel letter takes you to Bonaire & Curaçao, two Dutch islands in the Caribbean Sea. Actually we cannot 

claim them as “Dutch” anymore. We were triggered by many foreign friends who asked us; “The ABC-islands 

are they Dutch?” “Can we fly the Dutch courtesy flag?” Riens and I looked at each other and had to tell 

them we did not know for sure what their status is at the moment, sorry! 

 

ABC-Islands courtesy flags 
We had to look it up. Our (old) paper-pilot from the ABC-Islands shows us 3 different flags for the 3 

islands. Further research through the internet and Wikipedia taught us the facts as they are as of 2010. 

Since 10-10-2010 the former Dutch Antillean ABC-Islands and the SSS-Islands ((Saba, St. Eustatius 

(Statia) & St Maarten)) have their own identity with-in the Kingdom of The Netherlands: 

Aruba & Curacao are countries within the Kingdom, but both have a different “political position”. To explain 

the difference between these two islands is too difficult, even for us as Dutchies. 

Bonaire is a region of the country The Netherlands. 

All three ABC-Islands have their own flag and fly it proudly. For all visiting ships it means, you have to fly 

the appropriate courtesy flag after you have been cleared-in by customs & immigration and not the Dutch 

flag. Even ships from The Netherlands have to fly a courtesy fag! 

 Aruba Bonaire  Curaçao

All the above flags have a meaning, worthwhile to know, for it gives also insight of the island’s history. We 

found their meaning in Wikipedia. 

The meaning of the flag of Bonaire is really special but was only explained in the Dutch Wikipedia, so we got 

it translated through Microsoft Translator for you. 

 
The 'ring' on the flag represents a compass. It contains four equilateral triangles. This stands for equality for all 

people from the North, East, South and West. Where one also came from on the island, it was considered equal 

to each other. 

The six-pointed red star is made up of two equilateral triangles. This star represents the original six villages on 

Bonaire; Playa, Nikiboko, Nort Saliña Antriol, Korá, Tera, and Rincon. The red color of the star stands for the 

blood, the survival power of the Bonaireaan. 

The yellow area represents the Sun and the flowers of the island. Most original Bonaireaan flowers are yellow 

like Kibrahacha, the Anglo and the cactus flowers. 

The color white stands for peace and internationalism. 

The sea with its high waves is the meaning of the blue section. The Bonaireans were people with a lot of 

courage. In the wartime they went to sea to keep the transport of oil from Venezuela going. Of these sailors died 

about 80 percent by attacks by submarines. The blue section is a memorial to the brave Bonaireaan. 

The flag has been in use since december 11, 1981.                                                                            © Wikipedia 
 

Well now the flags were sorted, Ineke was able to make the courtesy flags 

for Zeezwaluw. Not easy these ones but they came out real nice. Ready to 

sail to the ABC-islands! 

 

In the “the Zeezwaluw Posts” number 9, 10 & 11 we told you a lot about 

Bonaire already and won’t repeat it here again. Clicking on the above 

numbers will refresh your memory or if you haven’t read them yet you are 

up-to-date afterwards. Nevertheless we have still a few things to tell you 

about beautiful Bonaire. 

 

https://simple.wikipedia.org/wiki/Caribbean_Netherlands
https://simple.wikipedia.org/wiki/Caribbean_Netherlands
https://simple.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aruba
https://simple.wikipedia.org/wiki/Curaçao
https://simple.wikipedia.org/
https://www.microsofttranslator.com/bv.aspx?from=nl&to=en&a=https%3A%2F%2Fnl.wikipedia.org%2Fwiki%2F11_december
https://www.microsofttranslator.com/bv.aspx?from=nl&to=en&a=https%3A%2F%2Fnl.wikipedia.org%2Fwiki%2F11_december
https://salingadventuresofsyzeezwaluw.files.wordpress.com/2017/03/zeezwaluw-post-2017-nr-9.pdf
https://salingadventuresofsyzeezwaluw.files.wordpress.com/2017/03/zeezwaluw-post-2017-nr-10.pdf
https://salingadventuresofsyzeezwaluw.files.wordpress.com/2017/03/zeezwaluw-post-2017-nr-11-met-fotos.pdf
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Bon Bini Bonaire 
You will find these 3 words everywhere on Bonaire. It means 

“Welcome to Bonaire”. Normally a flamingo and/or a donkey will line 

this text for these are the symbols for Bonaire. As you 

probably know, Bonaire has a little sister island called 

“Klein Bonaire” (little Bonaire). Moored at the provided 

moorings off the town quay, you will discover Klein Bonaire to the 

west. (See the map) 

 

The water in-between the two islands, is crystal clear and there is 

hardly any swell, for the trade winds are mostly from the East. Only 

when a reverse wind occurs, it can be very choppy and uncomfortable 

as we experienced once 

during the night. 

 

No fun at all especially 

when one of our own 

lines to the mooring 

balls snapped. After an hour of hard work from the dingy in the 

dark, Riens had become 

soaking wet but 

Zeezwaluw was secure 

again. 

The mooring field is a large area; it’s between Karl’s Beach Bar at the 

SE and the Marina to the NW. Some parts have 2 lines of buoys 

others only one, depending on space and depth. We were very lucky to 

have one with enough depth at the inner line near Karl’s Bar. At a 

flyer (booked moorings for a sailing event) we received from the 

marina, we saw our spot had 4m depth even as we were with the back 

of the boat pointing to the quay. It looked a lot less for the water 

was so clear! It was also very easy to tie & lock the dinghy to the 

pontoon of Karl’s Bar “next door” and get ashore. 

 

Exploring Bonaire by car 
Our mooring-neighbours Azenitha & Jerry (USA) hired a 4x4-car and asked us to join them for the day. As 

you read in the Post number 10 we saw the mighty salt mountains 

and salt pans at the south side of the island. We also went 

snorkelling near the pillars of the loading dock for the salt ships. 

No pics for we do not own an underwater camera, jet. 

 

In the middle of the island at the north side we came across 

Boka Bartol. This is a very special place; there are rock 

inscriptions of the native people of the island, still to see. 

It was difficult to take pictures due to the protective metal 

bars in front of them. Nevertheless we gave it a try as you can 

see on the next page. 

 

This side of the island was different from the south. It was much dryer and cactus and divi-divi trees were 

the only green objects we saw. The dirt roads were not dirt but looked like coral. 

 

Boka Bartol 

https://salingadventuresofsyzeezwaluw.wordpress.com/2017/11/12/abc-islands/
https://salingadventuresofsyzeezwaluw.files.wordpress.com/2017/03/zeezwaluw-post-2017-nr-10.pdf
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Looking for the inscriptions  

Found them!  

After we had seen enough of the native inscriptions, Jerry drove further-on to the northern part of the 

island in the direction of Rincon. This is one of the oldest towns of the island as we learned from searching 

for info about the Bonaire flag. The town Rincon was small but occupied a wide area and we had a drive-thru 

by-car. We drove slowly along almost every street before we left Rincon at the north side where the hills 

start. Yes, Bonaire has a few hills so we drove into them. 

 

The “Alta Mira Unjo” is a view point overlooking the valley of Rincon. It’s a great stop. The viewpoint is at a 

high level and has different sub-levels. It’s also a picnic-place and has seats and tables made out of chiseled 

stones. Although there are no shaded areas to sit, it’s not hot due to the strong wind blowing at this height. 

The picnic-place overlooking the valley of Rincon 
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From the hills we drove down to the coast again. According to our map, near the Oil refinery should be a 

coastal road all the way to Kralendijk. It was there as we saw but …… what was not marked at the map was 

that it was a one-way road and we came from the wrong direction. Had to drive back the same road we came, 

which was a shame. But at least this time we saw donkeys waiting to take the bus to Kralendijk ….. 

 

Halloween & departure 
In Bonaire were quite a few “Kid-boats” at Halloween on 

October 31. So most of the moored cruising boats 

participated in the “dinghy trick or treat” event to give the 

kids an unforgettable evening. The parents together with 

their kids made a great job out of designing the costumes 

for the happening. 5 dinghies with dressed-up sailors came 

by the boats just after sunset. The costumes we saw were; a 

pirate, princes, a queen and even a Lego-man. We handed 

them all a zip lock bag with sweets before they sailed to the 

next boat! 

 

As always there comes a time we have to depart and sail to the 

horizon again. 

November the second, it would be a perfect weather window to sail to 

Curaçao, the next island in the ABC-chain. It is just 40+nm so only a 

day sail for us which were nice for a change. We transformed 

Zeezwaluw into sailing mode again and after checking out with 

Customs and Immigration we were ready to leave the next day. While 

we enjoyed our last sundowner in Bonaire we were given a spectacular 

sunset as a thank you, as you can see in the picture. 

 

Sailing to Curaçao 
In the early morning of November the second we slipped our lines and at 8 we were under full 

genoa only on our way to Curaçao. Bonaire was fading in the distance very quickly for we were sailing at a 6kn 

speed. The sea was almost flat in the lee of Bonaire and Klein Bonaire, but once out of the lee the waves 

became higher but still riding with us. The sun was out and we were happy we were sailing again after 2 

months sitting at a mooring. 

While Bonaire disappeared in our wake Curaçao popped up at the horizon and came closer quickly. As Bonaire 

has Klein Bonaire, Curaçao has Klein Curaçao, which lies SE of the Southern cape of Curaçao. 

Halloween 2017 Bonaire 

Sail from Bonaire to Curaçao 
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It is possible to make an overnight stop at Klein Curaçao but we were early enough to proceed to Spaanse 

Water, so we did. Zeezwaluw had the little island on portside and Mom at starboard side. At 3pm we were 

near the entrance of Spaanse Water at the south side of Curaçao and reefed the genoa completely. 

Preparing our trip to Curaçao, we learned that the entrance of Spaanse Waters was relative narrow and 

shallow. 

Entrance Spaanse Water 
More zoomed-in 

The shallowest part would be 6.8m (our draft is 2.1m), so we were keen to have the sun behind us to be able 

to do some eyeball navigation. In that way the colour of the water could help us detect shallow parts easier 

during our entrance. Of course we had OpenCPN working for guiding us along the waypoints of the deepest 

route Riens fed to the Auto Pilot. 

 

Once beyond the entrance the fairway was 

wider and deeper as we expected while 

the sun unlocked all the tricky parts to us. 

Before we knew the wide bay opened up 

and we could drive to anchorage A near 

the dinghy dock as planned. The anchorage 

was pretty full so it took 3 try’s to anchor 

before the anchor hit mud subsequent 

with good holding. 

 

We found ourselves in the middle of a 

fleet of Dutch monohull sailors, the only 

one it seemed with the Q-flag. It never 

occurred outside the Netherlands that we 

shared an anchorage with so many Dutch boats! 

 

Exploring Curaçao 
The first day we were busy with Customs & Immigration before we were able to obtain the anchor permit at 

the harbourmasters office. Our friends Elisa & Christ of SY Elza drove us with their car from Spaanse 

water to Willemstad and back. So that was easy. We even did some shopping and a little hike around 

Willemstad to see “where is what”. 

Back on Zeezwaluw we took the Q-flag down and hoisted the Curaçao courtesy flag. 

The meaning of which is; “the yellow bar separates the air and the sea while the two stars (differ in 

size) mean Curaçao and Klein Curaçao”. 

SY Zeezwaluw 

https://salingadventuresofsyzeezwaluw.wordpress.com/2017/12/28/abc-islands-curacao/
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The next couple of days we took the bus to Willemstad and did several touristic things. Walking around the 

eastern town part called Punda, to see the Venezuelan floating fish (SEE the MOVIE) and veggie market 

and went to the Maritime Museum (well worth a visit). We meandered through the beautiful streets with 

colourful houses, along the quayside of the St Anna Baai and walked across the Koningin Emma Bridge. 

Handelskade  Venezuelan veggie market Fish seller cuts a he tuna 

 

This bridge for pedestrians only is 

world famous for it is built on 

floating pontoons. Whenever a 

sailing boat or a commercial ship 

asks for passage through the 

bridge the whole bridge swings to 

one side. (Click HERE for the 

movie). 

It depends on the length of the 

vessel how far it opens. Sometimes 

it stays open for a long time. 

Pedestrians who want to go to the 

other side of town (to Otrabanda) 

take the ferry as long as the 

bridge stays open. It is a spectacle 

to see the bridge swing open and 

ships sailing by. 

 

 

We even saw the illuminated Pontoon Bridge 

at night during the holidays, this was 

awesome! 

 

As we wrote in Post nr 1 of 2018 already we 

went to Kura Hollanda, the excellent museum 

about slavery. We thought we did know a bit 

about slavery and abolition but visiting this 

museum taught us a bit more we had not a 

clue about! 

 

For example; from which countries the slaves 

came in Africa. Sometimes they were sold by 

their own tribe’s men or captured by other tribes and sold. Even the ordeal they went through before they 

reached the slave ships for the horrible journey across the Atlantic Ocean. We also learned that in those 

days they were excellent craftsmen already. 

Floating pontoon bridge during 

Christmas 2017 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Willemstad
https://youtu.be/gXhzt9K7h1E
https://youtu.be/w5BzF6kjMrU
https://salingadventuresofsyzeezwaluw.files.wordpress.com/2017/03/zeezwaluw-post-2018-nr-1.pdf
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But they were captured, sold and scattered all 

over the Caribbean, North and South America to 

never see their country again. It’s a Dark chapter 

in Dutch History due to the fact that Dutch 

merchants and sailors were vigorous slave traders. 

 

During another visit to town we came across a 

shop with all kind of electronic gadgets. Half an 

hour later, we left the shop with a Samsung 

Tablet in a case + SIM-card and an empty wallet! 

At home, we loaded the tablet (which has a USB, 

GPS, SIM & extra memory) with OpenCPN and the 

worldwide CMap93 charts. Installation and testing 

worked well. Hence the next sail we will have the 

tablet with OpenCPN in the cockpit. It will be so 

much easier as running back and forth inside to have a glance at the laptop. 

 

The weather was still perfect and we hiked on a sunny day to the old saltpans of Jan Thiel as we described in 

the “Zeezwaluw Post” Post nr 1 too. It was amazing! Before we knew it was December and we had to get 

ready for the Holidays. 

 

Christmas celebration 
What to do with Christmas, we did not know for a long time. Normally the sailing community organizes 

something for all the cruisers. Even on the daily Cruisers net was nothing mentioned about how to celebrate 

Christmas …. 

Well, there were a few boats we knew and asked them if and what they liked to do with Christmas. Some 

already had appointments or got visitors for the holidays. In the end we were with 3 Dutch boat crews (SY 

Rhapsody, SY Elza & SY 

Zeezwaluw) celebrating on the 

“Beach” of Daan’s sailing school. 

Table and chairs available, even a 

BBQ and microwave we could use. 

So the 3 boat crews went into 

overdrive to prepare a great 

Christmas dinner menu. Also 

Christmas hats came out of the 

dungeons as some fancy beach-

clothing, so they were really 

dressed up for the Christmas 

beach-party! First thing we did 

was pouring a glass of chilled 

white wine to toast together on a 

happy Christmas. 

 

The menu; 

We started with an appetizer of 

smoked salmon, cucumber, radish 

and red fish eggs on toast.  

Followed by a cup of soup during that time the BBQ was heating up. As soon as the BBQ was hot, seasoned 

chicken and veal + green veggies on sticks were fried and eaten with a healthy salad and pre-cocked seasoned 

potatoes. Thereafter huge fried shrimps and more salad were followed by ice-cream with pear and chocolate. 

At the end of the meal we had tea or coffee accompanied by Belgian bonbonnières. 

https://salingadventuresofsyzeezwaluw.files.wordpress.com/2017/03/zeezwaluw-post-2018-nr-1.pdf
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But, as always happens with “pot-luck meals” there was a huge amount of leftovers which made for every 

crew the next day a second delicious diner. 

 

2018 is coming 
The Old Year’s celebration during the afternoon was a typical Dutch one. In the Netherlands we fry, in a 

huge frying pan “Oliebollen & Appelflappen” for a large group of people. “Oliebollen” treats are round balls 

made out of special prepared white dough with or without raisins while “Appelflappen” are made out of the 

same dough but has apple parts inside and 

are flat shaped. 

 

Where ever you go that afternoon you will 

have to eat those home-made delicacies. Our 

friends Christ & Elisa of SY Elza were 

backing the “O & A” at the sailing school of 

Daan. Mane other Dutch sailors gathered 

there to chat and to eat these very Dutch 

treats. A cold beer offered by Daan went 

down very quickly! 

 

At 4 p.m. we went back on board Zeezwaluw 

to welcome the New Year with the two of us 

and a bottle of bubbles, which was choice! 

The Rhapsody crew went with a rented car, 

to Willemstad to celebrate with thousands 

of people on the pontoon bridge. 

We choose to stay on the boat for we had heard there would be a huge firework around Spaanse Water. 

Almost all local people who owned a house on the shores of Spaanse Water bought firework and would light it 

at 12pm. It was a 3-hour long spectacle, belief us! It was in a 360° circle around us, we never saw that 

before! For our good wishes and Season Greetings, click HERE. 

 

New Year opens new horizons 
Postponed already for a long time were 2 urgent things. 1) Riens has to renew his driver’s licence 2) 

Zeezwaluw needs a haul out again. OK first thing first, the driver’s licence has to be applied for in The 

Netherlands as we told you in Zeezwaluw Post number 2. That’s done, hooray! 

The next thing is to organize the haul-out in Curaçao Marine. Why the haul-out so soon? Well, one of the 

bronze tru-hulls leaked at a weld at the wrong side of the valve. Therefor water was pouring into Zeezwaluw’ 

bilge, still not at an alarming speed but too fast for safety. Not what we liked, you can imagine! 

 

We were able to stop the leaking from the 

outside with underwater epoxy putty while 

we were at the mooring in Bonaire. Adjuvant 

treatment was to make a cast for the 

wobbly valve, with epoxy and fiberglass 

mats. We succeeded to get that job done, 

the urgent problem was not urgent any 

more. However we have to fix it in a proper 

way before we go sailing again. Therefore, 

we need a haul-out. For the time being we 

enjoy Spaanse Water with old and new 

friends. 

 

 

Arial picture of Spaanse Water  

© FB page Curacao Cruisers 

https://salingadventuresofsyzeezwaluw.files.wordpress.com/2017/03/zeezwaluw-suffertje-2017-nr-12.pdf
https://salingadventuresofsyzeezwaluw.files.wordpress.com/2018/01/zeezwaluw-post-2018-nr-2.pdf
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Due to the nasty flu we catched in Holland we had to postpone “going on the hard appointment” for a while. 

Luckily we were not the only boat who needs a boat yard. SY Rafiki, friends of them and SY Hanna need 

them too. 

 

Marlène of SY Rafiki went to negotiate with the yard 

owner of Curaçao Marine in getting discount when we 

came in with 4 boats. Well he pleased us and will give 

discount when we all will be hauled-out before the end of 

February. Hanna went first (February 16), coming 

Monday and Tuesday (19 & 20) Rafiki and their friend’s 

boat go, while we will be last on Thursday February 22. 

 

If all goes according to plan we will be 7-10 days on the 

hard for replacing the tru-hull. For we are on the hard 

for repairs we will give Zeezwaluw a bottom job too, 

otherwise we have to go on the hard next year again. And 

as you may be certain of, we are pretty much fed-up with 

being on the hard! 

 

More of our adventures will follow after we have been on the hard. 

 

 

 

Riens and Ineke Elswijk at SY Zeezwaluw 

Rainbow over Spaanse water, thereafter 

came the sun again 


