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Travel letter 4 – 2006 

 

e left you on our way to Kithera Island still Greece and now we are facing the last few days of 

wintering in Turkey. Time flies so to say! We will fill you in about the two gorgeous Greece 

Islands, Crete and Rhodos we visited. 

 

If some of you are in the area, go and visit them you won’t regret! 

 

Wonderful Crete 
Crete is a large but relatively narrow island; 8.261 km² with a length of 248 km while the widest part 

is only 53 km. A majestic mountain ridge, The White Mountains 2469m high and covered with snow in 

winter, splits the length of the island. In Chania we found a perfect sheltered harbour. 

The town quay, in the middle of the old fortified city, has mooring lines, water and electricity for a 

few euro’s a night. The quay is full of live, lots of terraces with or without music, tourists walking by 

and even the locals stroll along at night. 

We decided to explore the island from Chania and stayed almost 3 weeks. 

 

The pictures give you a perfect view of the town Chania and her 

surroundings. 

 

We discovered that Crete is an island full of history e.g. about the 

Minoan people living here 2000-1450 BC. Even in the middle of Chania 

were excavations going on at the moment. 

Not long ago, the ruins of a very large Minoan house were found during 

restorations at a newer house. 

 

To be able to visit all those special places we rented a car. Crete is not 

an island to tour around (in and 

over the hills) on our foldable 

bikes. 

 

Some of the sites are really beautiful like ancient Falisarna at 

the west coast. It lays in a relatively deserted area hardly 

visited by tourists. To walk around the hugh Cyclopic stones all 

by yourself gives the feeling you are back in that ancient time! 

 

 

W 

Harbour entrance Chania View across the town Chania to the 

west 

Old town 

Falisarna 
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Those people had even bath rooms in those days, unbelievable. 

 

Others like the Knossos site have been “renovated” in a disastrous way, all concrete and mind you, the 

concrete is painted so it looks like wood! Even the frescos at the walls are fake, the real ones are in 

the museum. You can imagine we were very disappointed by this way of restoration. 

 

 

The museum of Iraklion gave us a 

more sensible overview of the 

living of the Minoan people, 

especially the very exclusive 

jewellery and household kits they 

have made.  

 

All the stunning artefacts to be 

seen were mostly from the 

Minoan Royal Castle so not the 

possessions of the common man. 

In the museum were also several 

clay stones with writings, these 

are one of the oldest and first 

signs of writing of these people. 

The archaeologists were so far 

only being able to decipher parts 

of the stones. 

 

 

Falasarne, bath room?  

 

Falasarne, cyclopic stones?  

 

Knossos, fake frescos Concrete            restorations 

concrete paving 

Iraklion, Archaeological Museum with maquette of 

the Minoan Palace 
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clay stone with writing  beautiful artefact,  Knossos golden ring  

 

A little bit of unexpected sightseeing 
After 3 weeks we sailed from Chania to Rhodos. It took us 2 days for the 250 Nm and most of the 

time we were able to sail downwind. At the start of the trip 10 Nm out of Chania we had an unexpected 

delay. The navy boats (submarines) had an exercise with missiles, so the area was closed we were told 

by a bunch of officials in a fast dinghy. 

They summoned us to go back to Chania although we got a clearance for the area just 2 hours before. 

We were not pleased and asked them the coordinates of the prohibited area so we could sail around. It 

turned out to be an area of 40 x 40 Nm and sailing around was not an option. After we contacted them 

again by VHF, they told us the exercises would be completed in 2 hours. At the same time they 

promised to announce the end of the exercise by VHF. So, we sailed north just on the edge of the 

prohibited area in a 6 Bft (of course the wind was now on the nose) 2 hours later we could finally pick 

up our course east to Rhodos. 

 

During the night we passed the 2 islands 

Kasos and Karpathos, which are situated in 

between Crete and Rhodos. In this channel 

the sea is choppy and wild due to the wind 

gusting 6-7 Bft and the depths which vary 

from 1200m - 69m. Zeezwaluw is running 

downwind very fast (7-8 kn) in this confused 

sea under only a tiny piece of Genoa. 

Iraklion     museum 



Crete & Rhodos (Gr) and Marmaris & Fethiye (Tr) 

 

© SY Zeezwaluw 2017 

 

4 

 

Both wide awake and outside in the cockpit with a hot cup of coffee and to make it more nerve braking, 

very aware of the many big ships sailing around us . After a few hours of this nightly excitement we 

rounded the tip of Rhodos where after the sea and wind became moderate again. 

 

Rhodos Island and town 
Sailing at the leeward side of Rhodos Island we experienced in the afternoon breeze, gusts of 28-

32kn. Under (again) a piece of genoa only, we reached the unfinished marina near Rhodos town in no 

time. This marina is, to be honest only a square section isolated from the sea by 2 ineffective 

breakwaters. It has low quays and it is only possible to moor in the Med way at own anchor. Due to the 

ineffective breakwaters, the swell always finds a way into the harbour. But it is protected for the 

summer northerlies although, sometimes uncomfortable. The reason to go there is because in summer 

the Mandraki marina is too crowded with flotillas. 

 

But you must visit Rhodos town which is very special and beautiful. It’s one of the few still fully walled 

(the old gates are still in place) and fortified cities with a splendid castle in the centre. Cars are not 

allowed in the old centre therefore a paradise for pedestrian. 

It is very lively at night with nice restaurants and full of tourists of the giant cruise ships visiting 

almost every day. 

 

 

 

 

Rhodos town wall with towers 

A gate, inside the 

old town 

 

Inside the old 

town 
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Lots to see too e.g. just out of town to the north, you will find the ancient Roman Theatre and the 

Temple of Apollo on a hilltop overlooking the town and Rhodos Strait to Turkey. 

 

Changing Greece for Turkey 

Early October we left Rhodos, our last port in Greece and sailed the 30Nm to Marmaris in 

Turkey. We went to Marmaris Netsel marina because it’s a port of entry to obtain a Travel 

Log (TL) needed for sailing in Turkey. 

 

The pilot mentioned the easy way to do all the official stuff from in this rather quite expensive 

marina. To obtain the TL was quite annoying. The offices of the 5 requested organizations were far 

apart and it took us a whole day. 

Later on we discovered that in Fethiye, all the offices were near each other and more relaxed to 

obtain the TL. The other reason we went to Marmaris is the Perkins/Hurth dealer in close proximity. 

 

We needed their help because of the again leaking gearbox. Finally after a week, we owned a TL, the 

gearbox was repaired so we left Netsel marina and headed for Fethiye our wintering place. 

 

 

 

 

stadium near Appolo temple 

At the Temple Hill Apollo ‘ temple on the top of the hill 

https://salingadventuresofsyzeezwaluw.files.wordpress.com/2017/03/turkey-aeolian-ionian-coasts.pdf
https://salingadventuresofsyzeezwaluw.wordpress.com/2017/03/23/turkey/
https://salingadventuresofsyzeezwaluw.files.wordpress.com/2017/03/turkey-licia-coast-south-to-finike.pdf
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When we arrived in Fethiye they didn’t have a mooring at the moment so we stayed at anchor for two 

weeks. We rode out a nasty storm with gusting winds up to 40kn with horrendous rain fall. 

 

We had to empty the dinghy 4 times during the 

night and each time got rid of at least 20 buckets 

of water. From the end of October we were moored 

at the jetty of Hotel Mediteran.  

The jetty is situated in between 5 shipyards 

were the wooden Gullets in all sizes are treated 

with hundreds of years of experience. 

It is still fascinating to observe the works on 

these ships as it is easy to imagine yourself a 

few centuries back in England or Holland. 

Leaving the shipyards behind you, there is an astonishing view over the sheltered bay of Fethiye with 

the high snow-capped mountains on the background. 

Anchored in Fethiye bay in front of Mediteran Hotel jetty 

the day after the storm 

The evening of the storm 

Mediteran jetty and in back ground 

the mountains 

Fethiye ship yards with the main road 

in-between 

Gullet maintenance 
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Fethiye will be our wintering place! 

 

To be continued in; “Wintering in Fethiye” 

 

Riens and Ineke Elswijk at “SY Zeezwaluw”  

 

___/)___ 

https://salingadventuresofsyzeezwaluw.files.wordpress.com/2017/04/2007-1-wintering-fetiye.pdf

