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Correspondent in Santa Maria and Culatra 

 Diving equipment & Culatra again

 

n Santa Maria the most eastern island of the Azores the crew of Zeezwaluw came across a 

kind of diving gear for which they had been looking for a long time. The kind they knew was 

the “Free diver” equipment but they found it a bit expensive. 

 

Jan of “SY J&B” a Dutch sailing boat was cleaning the prop using a special different kind of  

equipment. 

 

To have a better look at it, they went over and asked him all the questions 

they had and thereafter he showed them how the “Power Diver or Deck 

Snorkel” worked. They liked it from the start due to the design’s 

simplicity, an oil free air compressor working on the 12V system of the 

boat, attached to special hoses and a pressure tank. The package included 

a regulator and a bag to store the whole lot. 

 

The same day they searched the internet for the 

manufacturer, which was in Australia. The 

company had many affiliates in Europe and they 

got the best deal in the UK. Luckily this company 

had Deck Snorkels on their way from Australia 

already and in 2 weeks’ time they were the proud 

owners of a new Deck snorkel.  

 

See in the pictures how simple the system is. 

 

 

It’s like playing instead of working and it’s very easy to clean hull & deep keel, prop and shaft 

now! 

 

___/)___ 

 

dding the waiting time for the Deck Snorkel upon the time spend on the insurance survey, 

the new back stays and the nose wind systems, Zeezwaluw was too late in season to sail 

along the other 8 islands of the Azores. 

 

Therefore the crew, flexible as they are, adjusted 

the sailing plans for 2010 and had no other choice 

than extensively play tourist at Santa Maria. From 

Santa Maria to mainland Portugal is their next leg, 

in this way they can experience a non-stop sail of 

almost 900 nm. 

 

The journey went very well, the wind was moderate 

and the last day no wind at all so the engine had to 

work as well. No wind around Cabo Sao Vinciënte, 

it’s very unusual. 

 

In the early morning of the 8th day the wind shifted to SE-SW so the anchorage near Lagos was 

not an opportunity anymore and they ended up in the sheltered waters near Olhão behind the 

tiny island of Culatra. 
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http://www.freediver.de/main.html?src=%2F
http://www.powerdive.com/gallery/decksnorkel
http://www.powerdive.com/gallery/decksnorkel
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Here they are at anchor now for 3 weeks, 

enjoying themselves at the small island, 

untouched by time, meaning a friendly 

village of fishermen without roads or cars. 

 

Excitement means shopping in Olhão taking 

the ferry from Culatra vice-versa. 

Somehow the island has a very attractive 

significance because they spend many lovely 

days with family on holydays and friends 

living nearby visiting the crew. 

 

___/)___ 


