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Correspondent in Santa Maria Island, Azores 

 Santa Maria Island, a new back yard

 

hursday August the 12th Zeezwaluw and her crew arrived in Vila do Porto at Santa Maria 

Island, the most south-eastern island of the Azores Archipelago. The trip of 511 Nm from 

Porto Santo, Madeira Archipelago to Santa Maria, it took 4 days, or 100 hours to be exact. 

 

This time it was a wonderful sail. All the way the wind blew from NNE/NE/E 10-18 knots. The 

engine was used only leaving Porto Santo and the last 50 Nm because the wind died completely. 

Zeezwaluw lay comfortably on her port side; no tacking at all, boring isn’t it? The sun shone most 

of the days but for the first time in years we had one day with thick grey clouds so no sun at all. 

No good for the solar panel but the towing generator snored happily and charged the batteries 

constantly. 

 

During the whole 

trip were sighted 

3 commercial 

vessels but no 

sailing boot, 

probably we didn’t 

sail a common 

route between the 

islands during this 

time of the year. 

 

 

 

The only sea lives along the road were two turtles and a few dolphins but no whales. 

 

___/)___ 

 

ow we are enjoying this very small volcanic island with the steep hills just beyond the 

marina. To reach the little town of Vila do Porto you have to prepare yourself properly, 

due to the very, very steep hill you have to climb. 

 

The picture shows it isn’t an exaggeration. 

 

 

There are many lovely 

walks around the island, 

through woods, along 

steep cliffs with 

waterfalls, with valleys 

and picturesque villages 

surrounded by 

meadows. 

 

 

 

It will take a few days to see it all, so Zeezwaluw will be moored here for a week or so. 

 

___/)___ 
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https://salingadventuresofsyzeezwaluw.files.wordpress.com/2017/03/azores-archipelago.pdf

