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Correspondent in Las Palmas 

Las Palmas – Las Palmas 

 

eezwaluw slipped her lines finally on Tuesday May 15th at noon. Under a blue sky with light 

winds out of the NNW it is a nice day to start the sailing season of 2012. The first hour 

or so is a little bumpy due to confused seas near the harbour entrance. 

 

Thereafter Zeezwaluw rode the waves easily and the season has really started for her crew! 

The direct course to Porto Santo (Madeira) was not possible, so tacking in time and sailing close 

hauled while anticipating the constantly shifting wind (NW-N-NE-NNE) became the hard task of 

the crew. Although these light wind, mostly out of the NNE and N was not that bad. But there 

was also a current of 0,5kn from NE as well as the swell on the nose. 

 

Nevertheless Zeezwaluw managed to sail 180nm in 36 hours. That’s not too bad but……. the 

headway was only a lousy 80nm so that was not good. The weather window to reach Porto Santo 

was suitable until Friday evening may 18, where after the wind would increase to 15-20kn from 

the north accompanied by showers and strong gusts. 

 

As the conditions during the remainder of the trip would be the same as for the last 36 hours, 

meaning continuously tacking with a 

boat speed of 3-4kn, it would not 

be possible to bridge the remaining 

gap of 210 nm to Porto Santo in 

time. What to do? 

 

Common sense as usually of course! 

Therefore a turn of 180 degrees 

brought Zeezwaluw on a direct 

course back to Las Palmas. From 

that moment on the light wind, 

current and swell came from behind 

which is great but the boat speed 

decreased to 2,5kn which wasn’t 

that good. Mr. Perkin was so kind to 

give Zeezwaluw some extra speed in 

the light Northerly wind. 

 

In 20 hours Las Palmas was reached 

again. Thursday evening 8p.m. 

Zeezwaluw was moored in the same 

spot as she had left last Tuesday 

morning! 

So weather-window-waiting-time starts again! 
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