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Correspondent in Las Palmas 

 Delicate business & 10-years anniversary

 

hen our correspondent passed Zeezwaluw on his walk around the marina, he noticed a 

loud purring like from a huge cat. Safety first, so walking on his toes he passed 

Zeezwaluw quickly. 

 

However, the following days he could still hear that loud purring from the same spot and his 

curiosity took over. From a safe 

distance he observed the area and 

one of the strange things was the 

smell. To be more specific the lack 

of smell you would expect from a 

huge cat that could generate this 

kind of purring. As a sturdy 

correspondent should, he 

accumulated enough courage, 

approached the passerell and 

knocked. After a few knocks the 

purring suddenly stopped and Ineke 

popped up in the cockpit, sweat 

beads on her forehead and red cheeks. 

 

“I heard a loud purring, can you tell our readers what is going on at Zeezwaluw?” 

“Yes of course, we are pimping her this winter”. 

“YOU WHAT?! lower your voice for the neighbours, but tell me more”. 

“Sure, but everybody knows what we are doing here, so why whispering?” 

“But Ineke you had such a decent reputation and now this”. 

After a moment of confusion Ineke’s eyes light-up and with a big smile she offered to explain 

what the “Dutch new age” word “pimpen” means. Basically it’s up-grading with a minimum of means 

under the condition that it should not only improve the practical value but should have a better 

appearance as well. 

To make it more clear she took the correspondent on a tour around Zeezwaluw’ deck and showed 

him what the purring sewing machine produced so far. It turned out to be an extensive walk 

along all the new covers; 3 deck hatches, the anchor windlass, the Navtex antenna, the compass, 

the outboard, the cockpit dump bag and the upgraded cockpit cushions. So that explained al lot 

and much the wiser the correspondent looked approvingly around the cockpit while he sat down 

on the new cushions. 

More funny noise came from Zeezwaluw’ vestibule and peeping inside the correspondent 

discovered Riens, with sweat beads on his forehead and red cheeks as well. This rose more than 

a few question marks. To show he 

learned now some Dutch he asked: 

 

“Hi there, are you also “pimping?” 

“No, I am pumping!” 

 

Noticing the lightly humiliated look of 

the correspondent Riens quickly 

explained how he was installing new 

seal kits in two hydraulic cylinders 

which provide tension on the backstay 

and the second forestay. 
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As a finishing touch both cylinders were now pre-charged with sufficient air pressure to bring 

the pistons to their outer position. Being completely up-to speed now the correspondent left 

Zeezwaluw. Stepping off the passerell the crew could hear him mumbling softly something about 

that pigeon English of the Dutch. “Ahh, no comprende” and very soon the purring starts again. 

 

___/)___ 
 

n April 2012 it has been 10 years that Zeezwaluw and her crew started their new life as 

live-aboards. In 2002 their dream became reality, sailing into the Baltic Sea without a time 

limit. 

 

Along modern Germany, Denmark and Sweden the journey continued to Latvia, Estonia and as far 

east as possible to St Petersburg, Russia. Slowly 

sailing westward again through Finland, Åland 

Archipelago, Sweden and Germany arriving in 

the city marina of Rotterdam (NL) by early 

December. 

This first winter as live-aboards was a great 

adventure, never dull but sometimes hard, due 

to the cold (-15ºC) or the many (boat) jobs on 

the to-do-list. 

There was extended maintenance and some up-

grading of existing equipment. Due to a 

temporary job, this could unexpectedly and 

conveniently pay for quite a lot of new 

equipment of their wish list! 

 

May 2003 Zeezwaluw was ready to 

take the fully prepared crew on a 

secure and extended voyage. 

 

Therefor it was time to say goodbye 

to friends and family before sailing 

southward. This first part was mostly 

dayhops along Europe’s mainland all the 

way to the Algarve, Portugal’s south 

coast. 

Berthed in Portimão marina the crew 

mixed with other “first year live-

aboards” or was meeting locals or 

explored the Algarve by foot or car. 

This winter stop which was so inspiring 

set consequently the tenure for future years. 

Zeezwaluw’ voyage continued into the Mediterranean Sea in 

more or less the same way. 6 or 7 months of sailing 

followed by 5-6 month of wintering in a save spot 

among other live-aboards. 

The Mediterranean Sea was explored from Spain, 

Italy & Greece all the way up to Istanbul in Turkey 

and via N-Cyprus as far east as possible to Haifa & 

Ashkelon in Israel 

 

I 

https://salingadventuresofsyzeezwaluw.wordpress.com/2017/03/23/portugal/
https://salingadventuresofsyzeezwaluw.wordpress.com/2017/03/23/spain/
https://salingadventuresofsyzeezwaluw.wordpress.com/2017/03/23/italy/
https://salingadventuresofsyzeezwaluw.wordpress.com/2017/03/23/mooring-info-greece/
https://salingadventuresofsyzeezwaluw.wordpress.com/2017/03/23/turkey/
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For safety reasons Zeezwaluw’ voyage did not include a Suez canal passage. So the way out of 

the Med was along more or less the same route, while they visited a few new places but most of 

all they stopped in favourite places for a last time. 

Once out of the Med, the Atlantic Ocean with all the different archipelagos became a challenge. 

 

The Azores, The Madeira Archipelago and the Canary Islands became summer destinations for 

the next 3 years. So after 10 years of cruising, our correspondent asked the Zeezwaluw crew if 

they were done now. “No certainly not, we experienced this as a good start of cruising life and 

are still having fun”. The next decision to make is to cross “The Pond” early 2013 or carry on for 

another season pottering around the Atlantic Islands. 

 

The outcome of that huge decision will be posted in The Zeezwaluw Post by our own 

correspondent as he surprisingly faithful and loyal did for many years. Nonetheless, there have 

been and still are inaccuracies in some of Zeezwaluw’ Posts for sure but they are the sole 

responsibility of the correspondent, never that of the crew! 

 

___/)___ 

https://salingadventuresofsyzeezwaluw.files.wordpress.com/2017/03/azores-archipelago.pdf
https://salingadventuresofsyzeezwaluw.files.wordpress.com/2017/03/azores-archipelago.pdf
https://salingadventuresofsyzeezwaluw.files.wordpress.com/2017/03/canary-islands-oktober-2016.pdf

