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Correspondent in Las Palmas 

Carnival and designing in Las Palmas 

 

eezwaluw’ crew both born and raised in the Netherlands, are not too familiar with 

extensive celebrations like “Carnival in Rio”. The moment they discovered there was a 

“Carnival in Las Palmas” they browsed the internet. 

 

They learned a spectacular Carnival parade of dressed-up 

people and vehicles would start at Saturday 5 p.m.. They 

found a spot near the enormous tribune in the centre of 

town a nice gap to wait until the parade came along. It was 

still early, only 4p.m. so time for the crew to enjoy the 

spectacle of all the disguised men, women and children 

passing by. They felt a little odd in their tourist costume 

but they were not the only ones. Nonetheless they had a lot 

of fun, until it became 6 p.m. and still no procession. 

 

Finally at almost 7p.m. the distant music became louder and a 

moment later the first vehicles with 

dancing people in front and rear came 

past. After 5 wagons covered with 

glitters, feathers and potential queens, 

hunger and cold forced the crew back to 

Zeezwaluw.  

 

Walking back from the centre they came 

across lots of young disguised people, 

bottles with drink in hand who was 

heading towards the city centre to join 

the Carnival party’s. 

That night the music could be heard until 

6 a.m. all the way to the marina, so it 

must have been a great party after all! 

 

___/)___ 
 

lthough winter time doesn’t feel like real winter in the Canaries, it is time to do some 

serious in- and outside maintenance at Zeezwaluw. You can’t imagine how much damage 

the scalding sun does to the sun-exposed objects like covers. 

 

After 10 years travelling of which 7 in the Mediterranean Sea most of Zeezwaluw’ covers, like 

those of the two hatches, outboard engine & 

gasoline tank, windlass and cockpit-VHF are in a 

derelict state. Therefor it is time to get 

Zeezwaluw’ crew into design and sewing mode. 

They start the “Airy sea-hat and cover fashion 

company”. 

 

Luckily the crew discovered near Las Palmas 

marina a haberdashery shop to buy all the 

necessary material like Sunbrella (canvas), thick 

white plastic, thread, needles etc. So after 

gathering all the equipment, the sewing H & C-company is operational. 

Z 

A 



Year 2012 –Nr 2 van “Zeezwaluw Post” 

© 2017 SY Zeezwaluw 

© SY Zeezwaluw 

 2 

 

The tandem is working smoothly together, one takes the measurements of the new hat or cover 

copies it to the fabric and cuts all the parts. The other one sews the parts according the design 

of the fashion hat or cover properly together. During most of the days, it’s impossible to sit 

somewhere inside due to the fact of all the scattered material, so the breaks are spent in the 

windy but sunny cockpit. After a 

couple of weeks all the old covers 

are replaced by fashion hats. 

Even the mast-foot got a new 

plastic protection cover and new 

paint underneath as well as the 

outside stored spare gas bottle. 

 

The only job Zeezwaluw’ normal 

household sewing machine 

couldn’t handle was getting 

through the many layers of 

fabric and plastic of the 17 year 

old Sprayhood. So that one had 

to go to the sail maker for the first time in its live to replace some material at the front and to 

re-stitch the middle seem. 

The outcome of their work is revealed in “The Hat & Cover Fashion Spring Show” as shown in the 

pictures! 

 

___/)___ 


