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Correspondent in Las Palmas 

 Heads are open & Botanical Garden

 

fter the crew spend a great deal of time refurbishing the first head / bathroom (and 

learned a lot), the second one followed suit. To make this head working properly again, 

the pump housing should be taken apart and re-assembled again with the best parts of 

both 30-year old Wilcox and Crittenden. 

 

Luckily the crew still possessed an original spare part seal-kit to be able to replace the dry and 

crumbled old seals. Both housings were taken apart, inspected whereas the best parts were put 

aside. As soon as all parts for the working pump housing were acquired, the dull work of getting 

rid of the old blistering paint and 

sanding started. 

 

All brass parts got 4 coats of 

Hamerite paint before assembling. The 

old head would be in the same place so 

all the fixtures were in the right 

place, no need to drill new holes as the 

crew had to do in the other bathroom. 

The project of painting floor and sink 

came next. Sanding, applying epoxy-

filler in little cracks and holes before 

a final sanding made the surface 

smooth enough for painting. Applying 

first 2 coats of 2-component under-

paint where after 3 coats of top paint finished the job. The head was 

positioned again, bolted down and connected to the cleaned (old) 

pipes. 

Next job was the completion of a reliable seat and lid (old 

ones) for the head. When that was done, both parts had to be 

sanded and painted till they shone all over again. 

 

To 

make the 

bathroom look like (more or less) new, 

all the wooden styling strips were 

removed. The varnish burnt off till 

bare wood surfaced where after six 

coats of varnish let it shine again. 

Following paint object became the 

lining, which got a few fresh coats of 

normal water-based paint. Finally it 

was time to put all the removed parts 

back in place. As a finishing touch the 

crew made a new leather lamp-shade 

to replace the old dull one. Job well 

done! 

Finally it’s time to celebrate the completion of the first major job. Both bathrooms are off the 

job list. So the crew had a small private party followed by a few days off to explore their 

surroundings. 

___/)___ 
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he first outing after a hard job was to the Botanic Garden, specialized in the plant life of 

the Canary Islands. It’s just a few miles south of Las Palmas and easy to reach by bus. So 

early morning the crew walked to the bus station to hop on bus 301. 

The driver promised to give a warning 

sign when to leave the bus as he did. 

 

The bus stopped near the entrance of 

the Garden. Once through the gate 

the restaurant overseeing the Botanic 

Garden was a first stop. Only after a 

mug of coffee the crew is able to 

face the long walk to come. By chance 

the crew found a map of the Botanic 

Garden in the restaurant. 

 

So after the refreshing coffee, they 

zigzagged downhill along nice 

footpaths. Many trees, bushes and 

flowers were unknown to these sailors. To help the ignorant visitors, the staff had put up big 

boards with the names of all the species as at which Canary Island they can be found, 

accompanied by drawings or photographs. 

 

Strolling underneath dens overgrow, passing waterfalls and crossing wooden bridges over little 

streams they finally ended at the bottom of the valley near an attractive pont with big nosy 

ducks. A few benches for tiered visitors where placed along the Pont. A little hungry by now, the 

crew sat down on a bench in the shade to eat their sandwiches. 

 

They did not feed the ducks, assuming they were not allowed to. But the ducks did not agree 

with them so they tried to eat the big 

toe of Ineke! Riens started to explain 

the naughty duck what wonderful 

recipes he had in mind but the duck 

knew he would not fit in the rug sack 

so he ignored him. 

 

To avoid more toe attacks they left 

and followed the basin to the other 

end meanwhile admiring the many 

different kinds of palm trees, 

cactuses, flowers and bushes in bloom. 

After the Pont with water-lily’s and 

frogs, they reached the end of the 

garden. It’s time to take the uphill-

route to the entrance gate where the bus to Las Palmas would stop. 

 

The Botanic Garden is a treat of a manmade nature without being too neat. Well worth to see 

even a second or a third time. 
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