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Correspondent in Las Palmas 

Landfall and leisure time in Arrecife, thereafter LP marina 

 

he trip from the Azores to the Canaries was a mix of enjoyment. Close hauled in 

strong winds and rough seas on the first leg to Porto Santo in the Madeira archipelago. 

 

Two days rest where after 300 miles 

mostly motor sailing in very light 

winds, brought Zeezwaluw to 

Arrecife at Lanzarote. For once the 

crew did not mind to motor sail 

considering the fancy prices for the 

not so fancy marina of Porto Santo. 

 

However, 60 Nm out of Lanzarote 

the engine revolutions suddenly 

dropped, Zeezwaluw lost her speed 

and the engine temperature was 

higher than usual. Chewing at all the 

possibilities which could cause the 

problem, only “something in the prop” 

remained. We stopped “Zeezwaluw”, set some leading lines over the side followed by Riens who 

was appointed as volunteer to examine the prop. Yes, there was a whole bundle of rope tied 

around the prop. Quickly it became clear it was too tied around the prop to undo it on “own air”. 

So our diving gear (Deck-snorkel) was lined up where after it took Riens only 5 minutes to free 

the prop. Time to line up, rinse, clean and stow away all the equipment again took a bit longer 

though! The rest of the trip was 

without any trouble. 

 

In the middle of the night Zeezwaluw 

dropped anchor in-between 15 other 

sailing yachts in the packed anchorage 

of Arrecife, near the container 

terminal. 

 

Relaxing and gathering some new 

tools, equipment and other bits and 

pieces (the Lidl next to Ikea within a 

10 minutes’ walk) was the next goal 

for the crew and took some time. But 

walking along the well-known streets, 

visiting the amazingly well-stocked 

chandlers and hardware shops was great fun. The crew rented a car for some sightseeing and 

drove 3 days in a row to special points of interest they skipped the year before. By car it was 

also easy to do the “heavy shopping”, carry diesel (in jerry cans) to fill up the tanks while at the 

same time collecting water by jerry cans to fill-up Zeezwaluw’ water tanks as well. After so much 

hard labour the crew earned a treat, they had a delicious lunch in their favourite fish restaurant 

“La Mouline” near the fishing harbour. 

Even after almost 3 weeks the crew was sad to leave this special place underneath the fortress. 

 

___/)___ 
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https://salingadventuresofsyzeezwaluw.files.wordpress.com/2017/03/azores-archipelago.pdf
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n overnight sail, again in light winds, brought Zeezwaluw and her the crew from Arrecife 

at Lanzarote to Las Palmas marina, Gran Canaria. Here they will stay at least until the 

first of July 2013 to do extended boat maintenance. 

 

The maintenance will not 

start this year, first they 

will enjoy and share 

Christmas and the New Year 

with friends and/or fellow 

sailors in the marina. 

 

Closing this year’s 

“Zeezwaluw Post” can’t be 

done without season 

greetings to all of our 

readers and therefore the 

crew wishes you all a Merry 

Christmas & a Prosperous 

2013 with fair winds 

wherever you are! 

 

___/)___ 
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https://salingadventuresofsyzeezwaluw.files.wordpress.com/2017/03/canary-islands-oktober-2016.pdf
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