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Correspondent in Las Palmas 

 Marina Las Palmas, Gran Canaria

 

rom December 17 “SY Zeezwaluw” is based at pontoon N number 74 in Las Palmas marina. 

After a splendid long and eventful season in which the crew saw a lot of the Atlantic 

Ocean’ blue water and islands, they like to have a rest now. 

 

No worries anymore about the 

weather forecasts full of winter 

storms, charging batteries or topping 

up water tanks while at anchor. 

Zeezwaluw is moored with her 

elegant stern to the pontoon, a 

totally different stern as the fat 

Polish sailing boat next-door! 

 

The marina is huge and reasonable 

(per M2) priced. All pontoons have 

letters (A-Z) and their own key 

operating entrance gate. 

So it’s very save and not crowded by 

pontoon wanderers except fellow sailors. It’s not a common wintering place for live-aboards 

either as so many reasonable priced are in the Mediterranean Sea. Not too many live-aboards 

among the sailing boats, which by the way are still coming and going every day. 

 

Some depart for an Atlantic crossing 

while others are pottering around the 

Canary Islands during “the winter”. 

 

Zeezwaluw’ crew is comfortable and 

found their way around all the well-

stocked chandlers and hardware 

shops as well as in the huge 

supermarkets already. It’s a perfect 

place to be, to reduce the boat job 

list, explore the island and relax in 

the magnificent sub-tropical weather 

with an average temperature of 20ºC. 
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 Exploring the neighbourhood by foot & car

 

n January the crew is hardly seen outside Zeezwaluw due to the inside job of cleaning, 

washing cushion covers and painting amongst other jobs. After exploring the neighbourhood 

for supermarkets the time has come for a nice walk around town. 

 

The city map shows an auditorium at the 

NW-side of town next to a great beach 

where surfers attack the rolling waves. 

Walking along pedestrian areas with 

mostly “tourist’s shops” like jewellery, 

perfume, cameras’, watches and IPods’ 

the crew reach finally the beach with 

the Auditorium. 

 

The Auditorium is an exceptional 

building and of a beautiful design and 

lined with large statues. The walkway 

along the sea is great and the crew has 

lots of competitors’ during their walk. 

 

Unexpected the crew explores the island with some 

friends. Ingrid and Han of the catamaran 

“TWINS” are at anchor at Arguineguin, at the 

south side of the island. The crew of 

Zeezwaluw is sighted travelling by bus to the 

south of the island. 

And off they go together driving by car 

driving north along the west coast up into the 

mountains of Gran Canaria. 

The views are breath-taking, especially near the 

highest place, Roque Nublo. 

 

The colour-difference in vegetation between the west and the east is enormous due to rainfall. 

The east side is lush and green, while it is yellow and unusual dry at the west side. 

Luckily its early winter now hopefully rain will reach the dry part of the island before spring 

arrives. 
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