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Travel letter 4 - 2008 

 

Preparations for the sailing season 
uring our last winter in Turkey we prepared more or less the trip to Israel. We contacted the 

insurance company to ask if there were special precautions or regulations regarding sailing to 

Israel. 

There were none, only an extension of our insured 

sailing area (what was as far as 30 degrees east) 

which turned out of course to be a slight increase 

of the insurance payments. This arrangement will 

be for the duration of our stay only. 

 

Surfing on the Internet and through the pilots 

gave us the other information we needed. To enter 

Israel is not too difficult. Valid passport, boat 

insurance and ship papers are the same as 

everywhere else. A 3-month visa is given at arrival 

and can easily be renewed. Coming from the sea 

and entering Israel with a sailing boat has to be 

done in a very strict way, but again not difficult, so nothing to keep us from going to Israel. 

 

The planning for the season of 2008 was complete now. First hauling out in Marmaris, afterwards a 

little sightseeing and island hopping along the islands in the Aegean Sea we had skipped so far. After 

that, it’s time to hop along the Turkish coast south again. Checking out of Turkey near Antalya across 

to Cyprus and then finally to Israel. 

 

Sailing to and arriving in Israel 
We sailed from Kyrenia northern Cypress. Forced by the wind direction we had to sail around the west 

cape of Cyprus and were pleased by the romantic views in the evening light. We headed for Haifa, this 

port of entry is open 7 days/week and 24h/day 

and most important, accessible in all kinds of 

weather. 

After 2 nights and almost 3 days at sea, mostly 

in light winds or no winds at all we were close 

to Israel. 

 

At a distance of 40Nm we had to report to 

Israeli Navy or Radio Haifa. The GPS told us 

when to contact (a waypoint we added) and 

Riens called the Navy but no response. 

With the first attempt to reach Haifa Radio a friendly 

lady answered and Riens was very pleased. Half an hour 

later after having answered all her questions (the question 

list is on Jimmy Cornell's Noon website) she wished us a 

save journey and lovely stay in Israel. 

 

 

D 
Zeezwaluw on the way 

 

 Riens is reporting to Haifa Radio 

 

Haifa harbour with 

marina in the kishon 

river 

https://salingadventuresofsyzeezwaluw.files.wordpress.com/2017/03/turkey-carian-coasts.pdf
http://www.noonsite.com/
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With channel 16 standby, we continued our motor sailing on a direct course to the shipping lane and 

entrance corridor for Haifa. 20nm out of 

Haifa the Navy called by VHF and we 

confirmed our ETA of 20.00 hours, which 

would be no problem. 

Slowly Haifa grew on the horizon with the 

Carmel Mountain behind the sun-illuminated 

skyline. The coastline was mountainous and 

not flat as we wrongly expected. 

 

To our knowledge, a Navy boat should come 

out to check us. So we were surprised to 

encounter them finally 4Nm from the main 

harbour. They came at an interception 

course towards us and asked again some questions by VHF (some, the same as before). After a few 

minutes of conformation we were allowed to proceed to the harbour. 

 

But… the GPS had lost the signal as soon as the Navy boat came in range. Our autopilot "talks with the 

GPS" so we had to steer by hand and navigate in the old fashioned way, with pencil and paper chart, for 

the last 4 miles to find the entrance buoy. 

Near the harbour entrance a small boat with yellow light was waiting for another sailing ship coming in 

and us. We had to follow them to a quayside were a group of uniformed people was waiting. Safely 

moored with the help of some of the officials, we were invited to step on the quay to answer some 

more questions. 

Like; "Is this your boat and you packed it yourselves?" "Did you leave the boat unattended 

in the last marina?" 

We knew this kind of questions from 20 years ago when we came by plane to Israel. The customs and 

security people were very friendly as well as the immigration ladies, even when we joked about their 

questions. It took an hour to do the paperwork after that we were given visa for 3 months and 

Zeezwaluw got the clearance to proceed to the marina. 

 

Now we were confronted with a serious problem! Doing the paperwork it had become very dark. The 

commercial harbour is very large and ……. still the GPS was not working! No problem, the "follow-me 

boat" led the way again and brought us to the marina in the Kishon River. They even helped us with the 

mooring lines until we were moored safely. At ease in the cockpit at 11pm we sipped our first cold drink 

in Israel, realising just now Zeezwaluw was not searched and neither one of the officials had been on 

Zeezwaluw. 

So the entrance in Israel had gone very smooth. Well, after a good night sleep we would be ready to 

explore Haifa and the rest of the Promised Land! 

Corridor along the coast of Israel 

Haifa harbour 
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Money, shops and internet 
The next morning we had to tackle the harbour master to inquire if our self-chosen mooring was OK. It 

was not; we had to move to the opposite pontoon and could stay there for the next month. We moved 

before the afternoon breeze picked up and our new 

neighbour helped us with the mooring lines. Gideon was 

very friendly and welcomed us in Israel. If we 

encountered any problem or needed transportation, he 

was willing to help us. We were overwhelmed by so 

much kindness. 

 

While I was tiding up the boat, Riens went for a walk 

(after a few days of sailing) to look for an ATM 

(shekels), supermarket and an Internet cafe. 

After walking for 3 hours in the midday heat Riens 

came back, very tiered, thirsty and not satisfied at all! 

Shops are at a 1-hour walking distance, ATM 20 min more, so shekels were not the problem anymore. 

But no internet café and no sidewalk or bicycle road to Haifa, 2 highways were blocking our path. 

 

The next morning we took our bikes for a ride and went to the shops for fresh food. The shops were 

hugh and we haven´t seen such shops and so much choice in a long time. We bought even an Israeli 

SIM-card for the telephone. 

Afterwards we cycled 1 hour through 3 little towns without finding an internet cafe, not even the local 

Russians could help us. Back to the harbourmaster, we learned there was no internet/Wi-Fi in the 

marina or nearby only in Haifa town. So we played stupid, blond and dumb told him a sad story about a 

very ill relative. We asked him if we could use his computer to send our friend an email, in which he 

agreed. Only then we were able to send an email concerning our arrival and new telephone number to 

our Israeli friends Orit and Simon. All the time the harbourmaster was standing next to us as an evil 

headmaster from the fairy tales. 

 

Together again after 3 years 
The next day Simon phoned and asked if he could come over with Adi, Orit was working. An hour later 

Simon and Adi stood on the pontoon and we could hug each other after 3 years. We knew Adi as well 

and we had a talkative afternoon in Zeezwaluw's cockpit. 

 

Plans were made for the next few days because Simon and Adi would perform as our guides until Orit 

came back from work in Tel Aviv on Thursday. During our stay in the marina we were offered to do all 

the email from their apartment in Haifa and use the washing machine as well. 

How helpful and convenient while there was nothing in the marina, not even toilets and showers 

although it was open for 6 years already. On the other hand, the marina was very cheap, €80,- /month 

including electricity and water. 

Bahai gardens by day Bahai gardens by night  From top Carmel to harbour  

Haifa, building called Sailing boat 
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Sightseeing in and around Haifa 
The next 2 weeks we did a lot together. First we got a quick tour through Haifa so we would know 

where to find what. One morning very, very early Simon introduced us to all his merchant-friends in 

the covert market. Lots of fresh food & veggie, nuts, egg stalls and even small butchers and a mini-

supermarket were around. At noon we were a little hungry and went to the most famous falafel 

restaurant in Haifa and ordered a Falafel, which was gorgeous! 

The other special Israeli food is 

humus, in all-different tastes. 

We had lunch in the best humus 

shop of Israel in Akko after we 

wandered around the old 

fortified town. In Akko the old 

Arabic quarter inside the city 

walls has the look from ancient 

times, with in the middle of the 

town the famous mosque with 

the green dome. 

Adi showed us the special clock 

tower with the 4 language-dials; 

in Hebrew, Arabic, Roman and 

"normal" numbers. 

 

We had a stroll on top of 

the thick city walls with 

build-in small shops. The old 

harbour is tiny but very 

special. Too small for 

Zeezwaluw to enter, the 

pilot called for no-entrance 

over 12m of length. 

 

 

Just north of Akko are the Baha’i gardens, the shrine was closed but we could walk through the 

beautiful symmetric gardens. A few weeks later we also went to the Baha’i gardens in Haifa, which are 

situated along the Carmel hillside. 

 

Akko Caravanserai with 

clock tower 

Akko harbour 

the Baha’i gardens 
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These gardens and shrines are very special and both places are the most holy places for the people 

who belief in the Bahaj faith. 

We enjoyed a special Sjabbat meal at the house of Orit, Simon and Adi and had a wonderful weekend. 

Another time we enjoyed the Sjabbat meal with their whole family in the house of Adi's sister. So for 

some nights we did not sleep on Zeezwaluw! 

 

Together with Orit and Simon we went by car to Nazareth, saw some of the surroundings due to the 

fact that Simon could not 

find the place easily. 

 

We visited a few holy 

places and also the market 

along the small and winding 

streets. 

 

We came across a store 

where they sold every 

dried herb and vegetable 

you can imagine, dried beans, flowers for making 

tea and many more items we do not know the 

names off. 

 

The young lady in the shop told us a lot about all 

their specialities. Of course we bought a few 

things before we left. We ate our brought picnic 

in a small park before we drove back to Haifa. 

 

Another weekend we had a great fish BBQ 

together in one of the parks on top of the Carmel 

Mountain. The weather was superb and we were 

all alone in that special part of nature. 

 

Another day we went to Tel Aviv and wandered around by ourselves while Simon went to some art 

shops. On the way back to Haifa we had a quick visit in Jaffa to see the harbour/marina. It is a lovely 

place but to small and shallow for Zeezwaluw. 

 Jaffa harbour  

The harbour is very crowded with old and “never leaving ships” but it gives a special charm to the 

place. 

Nazareth  Annunciation Cathedral 

 

Nazareth shop with all the dried 

herbes 



Israel, first footprints and some guided tours 

 

© SY Zeezwaluw 2017 

 

6 

 

The end of September Orit and Simon flew out to Antalya, Turkey to have a well-earned holiday on 

their catamaran “Taulua”. After a month in Haifa there was still much more to see for us and we 

decided to postpone our leave with a month. During the absence of Orit and Simon, Adi was in charge 

to show us around a little more. 

 

But the marina was full, according the deputy assistant harbourmaster (the son in law of another jerk), 

he had no space for us for another month. Therefore we left Haifa at the last day of the Israeli year, 

the 29the of September. Sadly we could not join Adi's family at the celebration of the New Year. 

 

On the road again 
The distance to Ashkelon is only 90nm so we left during the morning and had hardly any wind. During 

late evening the wind picked up gradually to 32kn. We had a few drops of rain and a hugh swell coming 

from the west. We were both in the cockpit during the night and took turns at the wheel for smooth 

steering. At 7am we sailed, well more or less surfed into a very quiet Ashkelon marina and moored at 

the quay with all the silent restaurants. 

A helpful young man came to us and checked us in. The kind way the marina staff treated us gave us a 

welcoming feeling we did not had in Haifa. A good marina to winter!!! 

 

Israel's etiquette and language 
Our sailing friends Orit and Simon told us already a lot about all kinds of things going on in Israel, 

especially the differences with other countries. 

 

The words we started the intro with "Sjabbat Shalom", is a greeting, especially used on Saturdays. As 

we were told Saturday is Sjabbat, the "resting day" for Jewish people and shalom means "peace". 

Sjabbat starts Friday at sundown and stops Saturday after sundown. Shops are closing Friday 2 pm 

and are opening Sunday morning again. The religious Jews go to the synagogue while the non-religious 

enjoy their weekend. 

 

At Sjabbat all public transportation comes to a complete standstill. You cannot travel with public 

transport so you have to be aware of this phenomenon before you start a trip. We were very glad that 

Orit and Simon had told us so we could make preparations for the October month. This month has 

many holidays and all during the week. We were hopping from holiday to weekend and to holiday again. 

 

The shopping we did as best as we could on the days the shops were not closed and stayed put during 

the "no transportation" days. This holiday month was our first month in Ashkelon, arriving there at 

Israeli New Year, a holiday of course! 

wintering mooringAshkelon   

Ashkelon marina sign 
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The Israeli language has so many greeting words for the many religious holidays that we are lost as 

soon as they start to explain some of them to us. But never the less, every day we learn a new Hebrew 

word but the pronunciation is sometimes too difficult, even for a Dutchmen! But we are still trying and 

have hope for the future. To learn to read we skipped instantly because learning Hebrew is beyond a 

wintering period. Luckily most of the Israeli speak English and sometimes German, so we will manage to 

survive! 

 

Wintering in the south 
As most of you already know, we will winter in Ashkelon. At the moment we are one of the few foreign 

boats, so social live with live-a-boards is not too busy. We met Seth 

an 80+year old American (Israeli) sailor, living on his sailing 

boat in the marina of Ashkelon for at least 10 

years. 

He is a nice man and always working at his new 

boat. He bought her last year in Turkey and 

sailed her down to Ashkelon by himself. More 

astonishing is, he knew the ALC-builder A. 

LeComte and the sailing boats very well. 

He was pleased to be on an ALC again and have 

a look around our Zeezwaluw. We also met 

Michael an Israeli of French origin, who has a 

catamaran and since one year an apartment near the 

marina. There are other boats with people living on, but we haven't met 

them jet. We were told they are all Russian and speak Russian or Hebrew only. So for us no 

communication while Russian is as difficult as Hebrew, we know from our stay in St. Petersburg. 

 

So that's the situation at the moment. We have been to the Negev and Masada already but we save 

that for the next travel letter! 

 

To be continued in: “ ” Visits to famous historical sites in Israel

 

Riens & Ineke at: “SY Zeezwaluw” 

 

___/)___ 

https://salingadventuresofsyzeezwaluw.files.wordpress.com/2017/04/2008-5-visits-to-famous-historical-sites-in-israel.pdf

