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Travel letter 1 2008 

Home and back home again 
hen we arrived at Hotel Mediteran, our space was still occupied and we had to moor next to 

“SY Father Murphy”. Well that was not a punishment because we knew Hansi and Guldenize 

and their baby son very well from last year. 

 

Hansi rebuild, all by himself, the former fishing boat 

“MS Father Murphy” into a Tall Ship sailing ship, front 

mast square rigged. He is chartering with her in Greece 

and Turkey during the summer months. 

 

We were welcomed by a lot of friends who had arrived at 

the jetty before us. As you all know, lots of talking 

started, some about the last summer sailing but a lot 

about acquainted people who are of course not there at 

the moment. This is called gossiping and is a national 

sport played very well! We were glad to be “home” again. 

 

During our stay alongside Father Murphy we surfed 

the internet to find a cheap flight to Holland. Riens’ 

driver’s license is due at the end of November. The 

only place to renew the license is at the city hall in 

Haler, our “c/o address” in Holland. 

 

Finally after lots of comparison we booked a flight 

with Sun Express for November 11th from Antalya to 

Bremen (Germany) and not to Amsterdam (Holland). 

The distance from Bremen airport to the north of 

Holland, is the same as from Amsterdam, but the 

flight is 100€ cheaper and suited us better. 

To kill two birds with one stone, we started to make a schedule for visiting family and (sailing) friends 

for our 16 day stay. Trying to fit in as many as possible, the schedule became a little tight. We had to 

travel from East to West and from the North to the South of Holland. 

After the schedule was completed, all the family and friends were send an e-mail with the question; 

“Is it possible to visit you at scheduled day and can we stay for the night?” 

Everyone was exited we came and only a minor reshuffling was needed. 

 

November 6th we could slip into our mooring and started to prepare for 

our trip to Holland. Digging up and pack the hugh backpacks, buying 

little presents, cleaning Zeezwaluw and organize a “sitter” for our 2 

birds. Germaine and Gerard at “SY GanGan” took them and Dirkie the 

ships dog was not pleased at all, now she had to share the attention of 

her boss! 

 

Early in the morning of November 11th we drove by rented care to Antalya. It 

is a splendid road, through valleys and over the mountains with some of the peaks already 

snow-capped. Checking in at the airport went smooth after we found in the right terminal. 

 

Sun Express is an excellent company, good value for money! The chairs are wide and even Riens had 

enough space for his legs, the staff is friendly and we were served diner and drinks during the flight. 

 

W 

SY Father Murphy 

Zeezwaluw in her spot 

Dirkie 
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In Bremen we picked up our rental car and drove in the pouring rain and darkness to Gieten where 

Ineke’s sister Anneke lives, arriving there at 11 pm we were exhausted as you can imagine. For the 

first time in 3 years we were in Holland! We had a splendid time with family, friends and even sailing 

friends wintering in Holland. They all spoiled us during our stay and we enjoyed it, thank you again! 

 

In and outside jobs 
Back in Fethiye we did some work on Zeezwaluw. We ordered new covers for the cushions in the front 

and aft cabin. 

To make matching curtains, pillows and even a real bed cover 

ourselves, we bought a few extra meters of the same fabric! 

The pictures show our new aft cabin now called “boudoir” and 

the front cabin for guests. This is one of the few times she will 

look so pretty, most of the time she looks likes a garage. 

 

The mast was (since we owned her) in need for a new coat of 

paint. Riens went up the mast for a few days cleaning, sanding, 

some filling for a smooth surface, cleaning again and finally 

applied 2 coats of Hamerite paint (Turkish equivalent). The 

mast looks marvellous again and Riens had to recover a while after sitting in the bosun’ s chair for so 

many days. 

In between the jobs we had some nice meals and BBQ with all the friends around. 

 

Walking in the green hills 

But we also walked al lot in the beautiful green hills around Fethiye. Sometimes we accompanied 

Heidrun and 

Richard of “SY 

Maid of Wyvern” 

and sometimes 

were only the two 

of us. 

 

Once we walked 15 

km to the ruins of 

a monastery 

hanging at a steep 

hill. 

  

The 4-walkers Heidrun & Richard 

Riens & Ineke 

 

The hanging monastery 
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Sometimes we took 

Dirkie the ship dog 

of the GanGan along 

with us and had lots 

of fun with her. She 

was running after all 

kinds of things, 

waiting for us when 

we were to slow or 

we played with her 

by throwing sticks. 

We had a few beautiful sightseeing days by car driving into 

the mountains along dirt roads and goat tracks. Passing old 

towns where not a tractor ploughed the fields but a man and 

horse walking behind the plough. 

 

Of course we did a lot of walking for daily shopping into town, 

1 hour for the short track and 2 hours for the extended one! 

So, no dieting for us this year. 

 

Hauling out and hard work again 
At the end of April 2008 we left our mooring in Fethiye and sailed to Marmaris. In Yacht marina we 

were hauled out after 3 years! 

Marmaris is a very good, cheap and comfortable place to haul out your yacht. 

It has all the facilities, electricity and water near your boat on the hard 

standing area. 

Even the restaurant for workers is accessible for all the people on yachts in 

the marina or at the hard standing. No fancy dressing before you goes to 

the restaurant. Just in working cloths you wait in line for the good, healthy 

and cheap (6 YTL/pp) Turkeys food coming on the metal tray (like in the 

army). 

 

At tables with a chequered tablecloth you enjoy the food alone, together or with other yachties from 

all over the world. The restaurant serves not only meals during lunch time but also at 5-7pm. During 

our 10 days on the hard we ate at the restaurant because it saved time (no shopping or cooking). 

 

We worked very hard to get Zeezwaluw back in shape again. Look at the pictures how hard we worked 

and how beautiful Zeezwaluw has become! 

View over Fethiye 

Walking with Dirkie 

Plowing with the harse 

Just out of the water Washed & scraped Just as new again 

https://salingadventuresofsyzeezwaluw.files.wordpress.com/2017/03/turkey-licia-coast-south-to-finike.pdf
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After launching May 27, the sailing season started for us 

and we could go where the wind blows us. 

 

 

To be continued in; 

“Wandering around the southwest Aegean 

Sea” 

 

Riens and Ineke Elswijk at “SY Zeezwaluw” 

 

 

___/)___  

 Back on track … 

https://salingadventuresofsyzeezwaluw.files.wordpress.com/2017/04/2008-2-wandering-around-the-southwest-aegean-sea.pdf
https://salingadventuresofsyzeezwaluw.files.wordpress.com/2017/04/2008-2-wandering-around-the-southwest-aegean-sea.pdf

