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Travel letter 3 - 2007 

 

e left you after our arrival in Çanakkale marina. The first few days we had to stay on the boat 

due to summer indigestion with often in need for the head! 

 

In Çanakkale marina, expensive but convenient near town, we had after the first few days a wonderful 

time because the site of ancient Troy was nearby and very easy to reach by dolmush. So we have been 

standing where the battle of Troy took place. 

 

It’s incredible to see what still remains of this famous place. The Trojan horse at the site is horrible 

but the one next to the marina in Çanakkale is splendid! It’s the one from the movie about Troy with 

Brett Pitt. 

 

Troy, all the different 

layers of Troy at the site 

 

The site; archaeological of  the excavation through 

all the layers of the cities  
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From the site Troy a view to the Dardanelles 
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Night surprise 
After 5 wonderful days in Çanakkale we sailed further into the Sea of Marmara. In daytrips we hopped 

along the northern coast and stopped in small fishing harbours 

to spend the night. 

The fishermen were very friendly and most of the time we 

were the only sailing boat, but never a burden to them. 

 

One night, at 4 am we heard muffled voices and a loud engine 

nearby. Looking out of the porthole, we saw a hugh fishing 

boat hovering next to us. 

We jumped into some clothes and only when we were decently 

dressed stepped into the cockpit. Seeing fishermen (already 

on our deck) very carefully and skilfully working on the lines to 

move us so far backwards the huge fishing boat could fit in, to 

unload their day catch. 

No need for us to help, they said. When work was done, our 

electric cable was too short to plug in again. No problem at all, 

they moved us until the plug was connected again to provide us 

with 220V. 

Now, we were fully awake and enjoyed a drink in the cockpit 

admiring the hard work of the fisherman unloading the catch. They saw us and one of the men came 

over to offer us a bucket full of fish (Hamsi, a kind of anchovy) all for free! The next morning we 

discovered we got 5 kg of fish! As you can imagine, we had a few very nice fish meals! 

 

Around Istanbul and the Sea of Marmara 

We did not go to one of the marinas around Istanbul 

but stopped in Guzelçe 25 miles west of Istanbul. This 

marina is new (finished in 2007), not too 

expensive, is save and has all facilities. 

The town is tiny and have a few shops and 

a fish shop with the local specialty (see 

picture). The bus stop to Istanbul was just outside the 

marina so we had convenient drives to Istanbul.  

 

 

For 7 days we went to the big city and saw most of the well-known highlights of this oriental place. 

 

Sarkoy, fishing harbour with 

the hugh fishing boat in front 

of us 

 

Pelican and cat in front of fish shop 

Istanbul, The Golden Horn 

https://salingadventuresofsyzeezwaluw.files.wordpress.com/2017/03/turkey-sea-of-marmara-the-dardanelles.pdf
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We visited the Sultanahmet Mosque (Bleu Mosque), Aya Sophia 

Mosque, Topkapi Palace and the Grand Bazar as well as the 

Oriental Bazar. These highlights are wonderful especially the 

covert markets are all in walking distance from public transport. 

 

But to be honest, we were a little bit disappointed by the way 

the big city people treat visitors, they think visitors are only 

walking wallets! Everybody wants something from you or sell you 

all kinds of rubbish against outrageous prices. They don’t take no 

for an answer! After one week we had simply enough of this big 

city. 

 

Aya Sofia Mosque Topkapi Palace.  

 

We used another day for some fresh food shopping, cleaning Zeezwaluw 

and filling up her tanks with fresh water. After 9 days we left without 

regrets Guzelçe. 

 

The first day we sailed to a very quiet anchorage in front of a marmer 

quarry at Marmara Island. During the day it was busy ashore, coming 

and going of ships for loading. During the evenings and nights it was so 

wonderful especially when the sun went down which gave us beautiful 

lights on the quarry. We stayed a few lazy days before we left the Marmara Sea and the Dardanelles. 

Sultanhamet Mosque outside                                             and  inside 

Egypt Bazar 

https://salingadventuresofsyzeezwaluw.files.wordpress.com/2017/03/turkey-sea-of-marmara-the-dardanelles.pdf
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Delights of old stones 
This time we sailed south along the coast of Turkey and due to the meltemi had perfect downwind 

sailing. To be honest, during this summer we had to motor sail a lot, more than we had expected. After 

some days at nice anchorages we finally ended up in a small marina in Sigaçek from where we visited 

Ephesus by rented car. This ancient site is amazing and when you are near this place you have to visit 

this particular one! 

Ephesus, Gate of Augustus,  Big Theatre  Bibliotheca of Celsius  

 

Finding shelter for strong southerlies  
From Sigaçek we sailed very quickly south to Marmaris 

due to a forecasted and very strong gale with southerly 

winds gusting up to 9-10Bft which is very unusual during 

late summer. 

Most of the anchorages along the Greek islands we still 

wanted to visit, were open to the south, have no marinas 

or only very expensive ones. 

Kos marina at a downwind concrete quay €60,- a night!. 

So we headed to Yacht marina in Marmaris and awaited 

the storm nice and save in the marina! 

In the mean time we could swap our books, do the 

laundry, had a swim in the swimming pool and use the 

Wi-Fi to get in touch with friends and family again. 

 

Big shopping and home again 
After the storm had passed and the weather and the sea state became quiet again, we sailed to 

Rhodes for pork, wine and beer shopping, before we left for Fethiye for our second wintering at the 

jetty of Hotel Mediteran 

 

To be continued in: “Second wintering in Fethiye” 

 

Riens and Ineke Elswijk at “SY Zeezwaluw” 

 

___/)___ 

Weather forecast picture of Grib files 

https://salingadventuresofsyzeezwaluw.files.wordpress.com/2017/03/turkey-aeolian-ionian-coasts.pdf
https://salingadventuresofsyzeezwaluw.files.wordpress.com/2017/04/2008-1-2nd-wintering-in-fethyie.pdf

