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Travel letter 1 - 2007 

 

uring our winter in Fethiye we had friends and family visiting from Holland 3 times. Ineke´s 

sister Anneke and partner Jan came during Christmas and New Year and stayed almost 3 

weeks. 

 

They slept in the hotel where Zeezwaluw was moored 

at the jetty. During the day we were together 

sightseeing around Fethiye, having nice dinners at the 

boat or went for a meal out. 

 

Dear sailing friends came for only 4 days in February 

so we had a tight schedule to show them a little bit 

around. We went to the Tuesday street market, 

learned them bargaining and Henk went to the Berber 

for a shave with the old-fashioned knife and had a 

massage. Too soon they had to leave again! 

 

The last visitors we had, Bert & Joyce rented a sailing boat in Marmaris. We sailed with Zeezwaluw to 

Rhodes (for some shopping) to meet them afterwards in Marmaris to sail together for a few days. Due 

to the strong wind our planning went through the drain. We never met them in Marmaris but met each 

other out at sea just before we entered the bay of Fethiye. Together we sailed “home” and had only 1 

wonderful day together in Fethiye before they had to leave again to take the rented boat back in time. 

 

Live-a-board live at the jetty 
Live at the jetty was nice and enjoyable. We were with 3 Dutch, 2 

Turkish/German, 1 South-African and 1 German boat 

during winter.  

 

In January, Güldeniz and Hansi of “SY Father 

Murphy” became the proud parents of a baby 

boy, named Can Paul, so we were babysitting now 

and then! 

 

 

D 

Anneke en Jan 

Bert and Joyce in our wake 

Bert and Joyce at their rented 

SO 49 

 

Baby Can-Paul 
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Apart from work we had nice BBQ’s, dinners and spontaneous gatherings. Now and again people left to 

their countries for a few weeks or had friends staying at the boat. 

Christmas 2006 Fethiye ,  Germaine & Gerard  Just before Santa arrived 

Christmas was a happening, organized by English people living in Fethiye for some years. We had a nice 

English Christmas Dinner (cooked by the English ladies) in the restaurant of the hotel and had a visit 

from Santa who came with nice presents for everyone. 

 

The last day of the year we were invited by Ali a Turkey’s friend of a colleague of Ineke´s sister, to 

join a BBQ at Dalayan beach. This is a very special beach because of the Caretta-Caretta turtles who 

come here every august to lay their eggs. At the BBQ was also a friend of Ali, a biologist who told us a 

lot about the behaviours of these turtles. We felt very special to be invited by these friendly people 

for a BBQ. We left the beach after a gorgeous sunset which was a fine ending of an unforgettable day. 

Jan & Ali with us at the beach The beach with the huts Gorgeous sun set 

 

 

New Year’s Eve was with Dutch people only, so we 

could speak our own language the whole night. Start 

was at ”SY Gan-Gan” and finish at “SY Satisfaction”. 

At midnight, with a glass of champagne in hand at 

the slippery (icy) foredeck of Satisfaction, we 

looked at some fireworks from the marina opposite 

the jetty. 

 

 

 

 

 

Fethiye and surroundings 
Fethiye is a very nice lively town even during winter and not as 

touristy as Marmaris. Many (work) shops, chandleries, supermarkets 

and a fresh fruit & veggie market twice a week. 

 

1 st  of January, coffee time at SY 

Zeezwaluw with Pieter and Riens 

 



Wintering 2006-2007 in Fethiye 

 

© SY Zeezwaluw 2017 

 

3 

 

Prices are low compared with European standards even 

eating out in the restaurants is an enjoyable 

experience. 

We often tried the tiny restaurants and cookeries 

along the roads, found one with very fresh trout, so 

fresh they had to fish them out of the pond first! 

 

 

In and around Fethiye you will find many historic and archaeological sites about the Lycian people (400 

year BC). Most of them are in a better state than the sites in Greece (our opinion) and most of them 

are free of charge or you have to pay a small fee. 

 

Just out of town the scenery is peaceful, quiet and very 

beautiful. Words cannot tell the beauty of nature, so we 

show them to you by the pictures! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

They also sell chickens alive! Fethiye Friday market 

Saklikent      Gorge 

A beautiful Lycia site with sarcophagus 
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The climate in winter is 

perfect although there can be 

snow on the highest mountain 

tops; we never used our diesel 

stove only a small electric 

heater. Sometimes it rains for 

a day, but the next day the 

sky is blue again. 

 

Temperature never dropped 

below 6-8 degrees during the night, daytime around 10 degrees, when the sun is shining it’s even 

warmer. 

Our winter coats are still buried underneath the v-berth as well as the winter duvet. So, for us it was 

perfect. We already booked the same spot at Mediteran Hotel for next winter! 

 

During the first few weeks at the jetty we gave our old Caribe 

dinghy a facelift. Some pads were needed due to chafing lines 

and a tiny air leak had to be found and repaired. 

Asim, a fellow live-a-board gave us an inflatable air-tube 

keel (came not with the dinghy) which is a necessarily part 

for driving her. 

All those years we had a “floppy” bottom and driving was 

slow and difficult, now she goes fast without spraying us 

anymore. 

The out- board bracket got a fresh coat of paint and finally we put “t/t 

Zeezwaluw” and the ALC-logo on, so she looks as new now. 

 

Riens designed a new passerell out of aluminium and stainless steel this time, because the wooden one 

we made last winter, bent too much and the varnish was gone after 3 months. According to Riens’ 

drawings a local workshop made a perfect one. On this one we can stand together even with full 

shopping bags in hand. 

The workshop did such a good job that Riens designed a new main boom gooseneck. The shop made one 

out of stainless steel and Teflon liners and it fits perfect! 

 

 

Mediteran jetty 

View from the jetty to the snow-capped mountains  

 

Our pride! 
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Due to 5-year living on the boat, the foam-rubber of the cushions and the fabric are a little worn-out. 

It appeared to us that the materials for and the making of new ones in Fethiye were very cheap 

compared with the prices we were used to in Holland. 

So the main cabin has now all new cushions made in a nice blue and yellow colour, even all windows have 

got the same coloured blinds. To make her look even more beautiful inside, a little bit of varnishing had 

to be done like; companion way, steps, galley and 2 hatches. 

 

Before leaving Fethiye for our try-out trip to Rhodos we climbed the mast for inspection and 

lubricated the rail therefore the sail will slide smooth to the top, until our muscle strength has come 

back after a lazy winter. 

Of course we did lots of other small jobs during winter but we won’t bother you with that! 

 

Try-out trip and maintenance again …….Shopping 
End of March we sailed to Rhodos for shopping while afterwards we should sail to 

Marmaris to meet our friends. Due to the strong winds we couldn’t sail to Marmaris and were 

stuck for 4 days in Rhodos. With the first good weather window we sail back to Fethiye not 

Marmaris. 

 

During this Rhodos trip Riens discovered the gearbox was leaking again. For that 

reason we took the gearbox out for the third time. 

This time Riens carefully took it 

apart to have a look himself because 

both other times the repairs (by 

qualified engineers) didn’t last for 

long. 

 

Draining the oil from the gearbox he 

discovered microscopic pieces of 

metal in the oil. On further 

examination we discovered damaged 

bearings, 2 worn gearwheels and 

wrong sized seals. 

 

We took the box again to a well-

known qualified engineer (20 years of experience) in Ece Marine. After a 4 day-investigation where to 

buy spare parts (from Fethiye to Istanbul) he told us that there were none available in Turkey. He 

couldn’t even get hold of drawings either. 

The new look of Zeezwaluw 
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In the same time the gearbox was with the engineer, Riens searched the internet for companies in 

Europe and US selling spare-parts or new Hurth gearboxes. He found one in Holland and after 

contacted them by phone, they have send us by e-mail the drawings we needed. The company Hurth 

was now ZF and the spare-parts were slightly different therefore we decided to order a new gearbox. 

 

This gearbox comes by DHL will be here in a few days and we can build this one in. Hopefully we can 

start our sailing trip north as planned. There will be more info about this subject in the next travel 

letter. 

 

So far the news from us only to you is; wishing you all a very nice spring and summer, fair winds and 

visits to beautiful places were friendly people you will welcome 

 

Continue to the next travel letter: “From Fethiye to the Dardanelles”. 

 

Riens and Ineke Elswijk at “SY Zeezwaluw”  

 

___/)___ 

https://salingadventuresofsyzeezwaluw.files.wordpress.com/2017/04/2007-2a-from-fethiye-to-the-dardanelles.pdf

