
Summer in the Greek Ionian Islands 

 

© SY Zeezwaluw 2017 

 

1 

Travel letter 2- 2006 

 

Crossing from Syracuse to Preveza 
Finally we left Porto Picolo, Syracuse, May the 8th ten o’clock in the morning. In a light breeze and 

under full sail, “SY Zeezwaluw” and “SY Esperanza” with our 

Belgian friends Michèle and Jeff pointed the bows 

eastward to Greece. The course for the next 3 days would 

be approximately 65 degrees in the forecasted SW wind it 

should be perfect. But… again mister Murphy sneaked on 

board. 

Ten miles outside Syracuse the nice 3 Bft southerly wind 

turned to the NE. As always directly on the nose and we had 

to tack for a couple of hours. SY Esperanza didn't tack but 

went north on the engine and our just started joined sailing 

trip already parted. 

At six in the afternoon the wind turned into a favourable 

SW4, this time a beam wind (finally we were able to kick Mr. Murphy over the side). After a delicious 

meal together our watch system started. 

 

Enjoying our easy downwind sailing we did some homework, calculating the ETA for Preveza. That’s not 

a smart move at the first day of a three-day sailing trip. As soon as we had figured out at what day 

and time we could arrive in Preveza, the wind dropped almost completely. So during the night we had a 

very slow progress under sail alone. A few times the engine helped us to reach a speed above 2 knots. 

At last we took the sails down, let the engine do the work for a few hours and sailed noisily eastward in 

the beam of the moon on a mirror-like sea.  

 

Wildlife around and at Zeezwaluw 
The following morning at 9 the wind picked up again from the SW so we finally could unroll the headsail 

and stop the engine noise. The remaining 170 Nm of the downwind sailing trip were under sail with an 

average speed of 6,5. knots riding the lovely 

following waves. 

 

During the nights 

we still had to 

use the foul 

weather gear 

due to 

temperature, 

mostly below 

10 degrees and 

sometimes we 

had a few drops of 

rain. 

 

During this trip we saw for the first time sea turtles slowly swimming 

near the boat and also came across some small dolphins, which are rare for the Med. 

SY Zeezwaluw became a bird shelter for a while when 3 birds took a rest at the boat. Within an hour 2 

left after a few sips of water but number 3, a female pigeon stayed until the very last minute of our 

trip. Finally she flew away at the quay of Preveza leaving behind, a lot of droppings as a "thank you" for 

feeding her for 48 hours! 
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Finally some sun in Greece 
It was May the 10th 6 o’clock in the afternoon when we 

moored at Preveza town quay in front of 

packed tavernas. The delicious smell of 

roasted meat, the speciality of Greece, 

greets us so we are definitely in Greece!! 

 

Instead of jumping off the ship to explore the 

surroundings we enjoyed a quiet drink in Zeezwaluw’s 

cockpit. To be honest, we were too tired to do something 

ells. 

The next morning the exploration of Greece started with 

a visit to the Port Police (PP) to “buy” a transit log. The PP 

was friendly and after an hour of paper work, we left the place. 

€29,90 poorer but were the proud owners of a transit log. From that moment on we are supposed to go 

to the PP in every harbour to collect an entrance- and an exit stamp. 

The costs for using the Greek harbours are mostly free of charge or very low even the real marinas 

are cheap compared with Italian ones. Other sailors told us to go to the PP only when the PP asks you 

to come. Don’t bother them unnecessary the slogan is! Well, we can live with that so from Preveza on, 

we only visit the PP on their request and paid till now a few times €6,= harbour fees. 

 

Preparation for the summer heat 
The Greek language is difficult to read and to speak but English is the second language so 

communication is easy. We bought a dictionary to help us in getting around. After 3 months we are just 

able to communicate in Greek for the basic needs in life like ordering drinks or saying "Kalimera" 

means good morning and "efcharisto" for thank you. 

 

For almost 3 weeks we stayed in the unfinished and free of 

charge marina of Preveza. We acclimatized in this 

wonderful town and absorbed the Greek way of life. In the 

mean time we did some jobs. 

We were able to paint the fender damaged blue stripes and 

repaired some gel coat. Ineke made, just in time our new 

cockpit sun tent out of the fabric we bought in Fiumicino 

before we left. As soon as the new sun tent was ready we 

used it every day because the weather changed overnight. 

Cool cloudy days turned into hot sunny days of 30+ degrees 

Celsius and blue skies. 

Preveza quay side 

Preveza marina 

New sun tent for Zeezwaluw 

 

https://salingadventuresofsyzeezwaluw.wordpress.com/2017/03/23/mooring-info-greece/
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Amvrakikes Lake and Levkas 
Near Preveza 

is the 

Amvrakikis 

Lake where 

special wild 

life can be 

seen, 

according to 

the pilot. 

 

 

 

We had to go into the lake to look for those amazing 

species. Lucky as we were we saw pelicans, turtles and 

small dolphins during the 2 week we were pottering 

around. 

The lake is surrounded by small villages, quiet beaches 

without the sailing flotillas and we had some nice and 

quiet days. A few days at anchor near the old Roman 

City Nikopolis and Med-moored at the quay of Vonitsa, 

with the well preserved Venetian Castle, before we set 

sail to Levkada on Levkas Island.  

 

Levkas is a beautiful town and we moored stern-to at the free town quay, 

and rented both a scooter. 2 days of driving followed along the island's 

small and narrow mountain roads. A scooter is the perfect vehicle to use 

on the Ionian Islands. Sitting in the open air you are able to smell the 

flowering plants and herbs. Even stopping alongside the road to enjoy 

the beautiful landscape or stunning views in the mountains is much 

easier than by car. During our tour we saw a road sign to a water fall 

and there we found a very peaceful spot and loitered a while as you 

see on the photos. 

 

 

 

 

The crew at the scooter 
A few drops of rain in Levkas 

Vonitsa, view from the castle to 

the quay 
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Later on we both endured and recovered from 

summer flu or a common cold on behalf of the 

scooter ride during the Levkas stay. We had a rain 

shower as well and the streets hardly could get rid of 

all the water! We met new and old friends, could even 

swap our books so we had a great time at the first of 

the Ionian Islands. 

 

Meganissi 
From Levkas we sailed south through the narrow and shallow Levkas channel and had to push the buoys 

aside and ended up at Bobby's place in Spartakouri. This is one of the beautiful bays on the north 

coast of Meganissi Island, one of the smaller Ionian Islands, not even C-map has detailed information. 

 

Bobby's place isn't a marina but a natural harbour. The harbour is too deep to drop anchor, it’s still 

more than 50m, 10 meters out of the quay, but Bobby the tavern owner handled this problem in the 

Greek way. He installed haul-off lines at the quay and helps with mooring. Mooring is for free but .... 

Bobby expects you will use his tavern for a meal, as we did of course. 

A question about one of the items on the menu had the consequence of being 

dragged into the kitchen so they could proudly show what delicious meals they 

have to offer. We had 3 superb days and meals at Bobby's place before we could 

force ourselves to leave. 

 

Ithaca and Cephalonia 
The next Ionian Island on our list was 

Ithaca, the centre of Odysseus’ Kingdom. 

In Vathi, the main town of Ithaca, we 

bought a small book written in Dutch, on 

the topic of the history of Ithaca and 

Cephalonia. 

Most important of all, the part of 

Odysseus' travels especially where he had 

lived, where mentioned in this book. 

However it was very difficult to find some 

of the mentioned spots, especially his palace. 

 

 

Vafkeri waterfall 

 

Vafkeri waterfall 

 

Wrapping up before entering 

the monastery Ithaka 

Katharon monastery 
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We did find the road signs to the famous location but most of the time sadly enough the road ended up 

in a potato field. Excavations might have disclosed the most beautiful palaces in the past but we didn't 

find too many. 

 

In the old major town Stravos in the 

north of the island, we came across a 

nice big billboard pointing out the 

borders of Odysseus’ Kingdom with an 

overview of his travels. We did find 

very special mountain roads with 

astonishing views and beautiful small 

monasteries. 

 

You had to dress decently as a woman. 

If not, special hugh cloths to wrap 

around your selves were available. 

Again, we did all our research on 

rented scooters and it was great fun 

to do so! 

 

One day, very early in the morning, moored at Vathi's town quay, we experienced some strange boat 

vibrations. At the same time the birds were flying in the cage like madmen. It lasted only a minute or 

so. Later that morning we were told by locals there had been a minor earthquake, without damage. The 

epic centre was at Zakintos, the most southern Ionian Island. End of June we left Vathi and sailed on 

the engine the 25 Nm to Ay Evfimia at Cephalonia Island, from the book & movie “Captain Corelli’s 

Mandolin”. The island is as beautiful as the movie is! 

 

For the first time after leaving Italy, we had to pay a small marina fee and could connect our 

electricity cable to shore power for charging the batteries and do some vacuum cleaning! Normally we 

use our little generator for charging the batteries. Again and of course by scooter, we explored the 

northern half of this island. It was very hot that day and we hardly could stand the heat in the shade 

even in the high mountains (1200 m) the wind was terribly hot. 

Therefore after 3 days of the same extreme heat we choose to escape to sea to catch a cool breeze. 

In the gentle morning puff of wind we tacked under full sail out of the bay. Sadly after 9 Nm the wind 

dropped completely. We motor-sailed the preceding part to mainland Greece and anchored in the Bay 

of Patalas. 

 

From Patalas we sailed into the Gulf of Patras first to Missalonghi, which lies at the north side and 

just inside the Gulf of Patras. 

 

Odysseus himself 

Med with Odysseus travels 

Astonishing view at a 

beautiful beach Odysseys 

kingdom 
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This stretch of coast is very shallow, with swamps and sand dunes instead of rocks. Missalonghi is only 

accessible through a narrow and shallow channel so take care of crossing swimmers! The channel lined 

with the houses on wooden poles, look like 

you expect in the Far East countries. The 

cannel ends in the wide main harbour with 

at the port side floating pontoons. 

 

These pontoons are not connected to the 

shore and have no facilities but are free of 

charge. 

 

This harbour is quiet and the town is worth a visit, lots 

of small restaurants around the town square, a few 

supermarkets and even internet cafes. 

The harbour/marina is a 15 minutes’ walk away from 

town. We loved it here as well as some other boats. We 

spend some days with the other crews at the pontoon 

during which the world soccer games were on television. 

 

 

 

 

 

To be continued in; “Sailing into the Gulf of Patras and Gulf of Korinthe”. 

 

 

Riens and Ineke Elswijk at “SY Zeezwaluw”. 

 

___/)___ 

NW Mainland Greece Missalonghi bay 

Missalonghi pontoon with World 

cup soccer games 

https://salingadventuresofsyzeezwaluw.files.wordpress.com/2017/04/2006-3-sailing-into-the-gulf-of-corinth-and-the-peloponessus.pdf

