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Travel letter 2 – 2005 

 

he Title of Dan Brown's novel "Angels and Demons" has been translated as "Bernini Mystery" in 

the Dutch language. Therefore you would think the content has 

something to do with Art. 

 

Instead you get a lesson in Roman Catholic religion, ancient history, 

architecture, symbolism, churches, famous artists and a secret society. 

The most horrible things happen during the search and finding of the evil 

in this Mystery that you should think about to translate it into "Bernini's 

Misery". 

 

But, the book is so well written and intriguing, it's a must to read it when 

you are in Rome or before going there. So we read the book in the 

beginning of our wintering period in Fiumicino near Rome. After we read 

the book we were very curious if we could find all the mentioned churches, 

statues, Piazzas and obelisks during our trips to the city. Therefore we 

went for the special "Bernini-search tour" around Rome! 

Great fun were our own search tours, or with all our visitors during that winter. We followed the book 

and took photographs of everything. Therefore we are able to take you on a photographic walk along 

every special site mentioned in the book. In this special edition you will find them all in chronological 

order in the meanwhile we try to protect the plot of the book! 

 

Short Introduction 
The novel revolves around the quest of fictional Harvard symbolist; Robert Langdon to unravel the 

mysteries of a secret society called the Illuminati and precludes a plot from annihilating the Vatican 

City using the destructive antimatter. The story recounts the conflict between science and religion 

that brought the establishment of the Illuminati. After centuries of non-existence, the group have 

thought to have resurfaced for retribution against the Roman Catholic Church. 

 

The book starts with the dead of a priest/scientist in Switzerland. The head of the scientists hires 

Langdon as special investigator to find the murderer by unravelling the symbols. The dead 

scientist/priest had the ambigramatic symbol "Illuminate" branded in his chest; the first clue is 

leading to Rome. From the dead scientist a small amount of antimatter is stolen, which has the 

strength of an atomic bomb. 

 

Langdon and Vittoria (adopted daughter of the dead scientist) make their way to Vatican City, where 

the Pope has recently died, and the IL conclave has convened to elect the new pontiff. Cardinal 

Mortati, host of the election, discovers that the four Preferiti, cardinals who are considered to be the 

most likely candidates in the current Il election, are missing. Second discovery is the bomb is 

somewhere hidden in Vatican City and has to be found within 24hours otherwise the Vatican will be 

destroyed. 

Convinced that the Illuminati are in some way responsible for the disappearance of the Preferiti, 

Langdon attempts to retrace the steps of the so-called "Path of Illumination", an ancient and 

elaborate process once used by the Illuminati as a means of induction of new members; prospective 

candidates for the Order were required to follow a series of subtle clues left in various landmarks in 

and around the Vatican City. If the candidate followed the clues properly, he would be able to locate 

the secret meeting place of the Illuminati and be granted membership in the Order. 
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Using his extensive knowledge of religious and occult history, Langdon sets off on the Path of 

Illumination in hopes of uncovering clues as to the disappearance of the Preferiti and the location of 

the antimatter canister. 

The path of Illumination starts in the Vatican Library where he finds his clues in a very old book. The 

words " Earth", "Air", "Fire" and "Water", play a large role in the unravelling. The first clue is "Earth". 

 

The Path of Illumination 

  

 

1 - St Peters 

Basilica and 

Square with 

Bernini 

Colonnade 

and one of the 

two Bernini 

fountains 

 

2 - Swiss 

Guards in 

special uniform 

 

 

3 - The entrance door to the 

Vatican museum  

 

 

4 -  The Pantheon dome with 

the hole 

 

  

5 - Raphael’s tomb inside the Pantheon  6 - Detail of the tomb 
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7 - The outside of the Sante Maria del Popolo 

Church, not very special 

8 – The inside is splendid 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

9 - The Pyramidal wall tomb with 

the special signs 

10 - The special lid on the 

Devils hole inside the Chigi 

Chapel. In the Devil hole the 

first Cardinal was found. He 

was lying in the hole with soil 

in his throat. He has seared 

"Earth" in his chest. 

11- "Habbakuk and the 

Angel" from Bernini, 

the Angel point to the 

next clue - SW 

  

 

 

12 - The 

Obelisk at St 

Peter Square 

 

13 - The 

Ponente 

stone at the 

base of the 

Obelisk 

 

St Peters Square with the obelisk where the second Cardinal is found dead with his lungs pierced at 

the base of the obelisk near the "Air" stone "ponente" which means West. The priest is branded with 

"Air". Clue is "West" to Piazza Barberini where an obelisk is near the Church Santa Maria della 

Vittoria. 
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14 - Detail of the Ponente Stone 

 

 

Santa Maria della Vittoria church were a fire starts and the 3th 

Cardinal is found hanged and engulfed in flames and burned alive, 

"Fire" seared in his chest. 

In the church is the Bernini statue "Ecstasy of St Teresa". The angel points to the next clue "Water". 

  

 
15 - The inside of Santa 

Maria della Vittoria Church 

 

16 - The "Ecstasy of St Teresa" 

from Bernini 

 

 

 
17 - Detail of 

the Ecstasy of 

St Teresa 
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Bernini's "Fountain of the Four Rivers" where the last Cardinal has been found drowned and had 

seared "Water" in his chest. The white dove on top of the Obelisk points to the "Castel Sant'Angelo". 

19 - The base of the sculpture with at each 

corner a different river; Ganges, River Plate, 

The Danube and The Nile. 

18 - The obelisk at 

Piazza Navona, 

Bernini's "Fountain of 

the Four Rivers"  

20 - Close-up of the 

dove on top of the 

Obelisk 

 

21 - The Sant'Angelo bridge 22 - The Sant'Angelo Castel, view from the 

bridge 

23 - Sant'Angelo Castel with the Angel on top 

 

 

 

Inside Sant'Angelo Castel is the secret 

meeting place of the Illuminati. The tip of 

the sword points downward to the meeting 

place. 
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24 - Closer look at the Angel. 

25 - To the right secret meeting place. 

 

 

 
26 - The "runway" for the Pope in times 

of danger. A quick walk from the 

Vatican to the save home in Sant 

Angelo'Castel. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
27 - View from the roof of Sant Angelo'Castel to St Peter's Basilica and the Vatican City. 
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28 - St Peter's Basilica roof with the large 

statues. 

29 - View from the dome of St Peter basilica, 

over the large statues to the centre of the City of 

Rome 

30 - The Tiber Island were Langdon lands  

falling out of the plane 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

31 - The altar of the Sistine Chapel and a detail 

of the ceiling. 

 
32 - "Hotel Bernini" at Barberini 

Piazza, where Langdon and Victoria 

retire and the story ends. 

 

 

Hope you enjoyed your photographic 

walking tour and have the special sites 

more visible now! 

 
To be continued in:  

“Beautiful Sardinia, Elba & French 

Corsica”. 

 

Riens and Ineke Elswijk 

at “SY Zeezwaluw” 

 

___/)___ 

https://salingadventuresofsyzeezwaluw.files.wordpress.com/2017/04/2005-3-beautiful-sardinia-elba-and-french-corsica.pdf
https://salingadventuresofsyzeezwaluw.files.wordpress.com/2017/04/2005-3-beautiful-sardinia-elba-and-french-corsica.pdf

