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Travel letter 2 - 2004 

t has been a long time since you heard from us. The last news was from Ibiza and the summer is 

already over and we have winter now! We are in Fiumicino a small village west of Rome. 

 

We are not in a fancy marina but at a wharf along the northern leg of the river Tiber. 

It is a very 

convenient place 

to spend the 

winter because 

the bus stop to 

Rome is next-door 

and within 30 

minutes the bus 

brings us to the 

metro station. 

Note: if they ride 

because the Italian transportation is not a very reliable or scheduled one. At the metro station we can 

choose for another (city) bus or the metro to downtown Rome. 

 

In our yard are 3 other Dutch boats with 

fellow hibernators so we have a Dutch colony 

here. 

Not that we have a language struggle but it is 

nice to speak your own language now and then. 

On other wharfs along the river are several 

boats with people who will spend the winter in 

Rome. 

We have a little bit of Portimão here because 

“SY Chautauqua”, with Don and Pricilla, stay 

on one of the other wharfs. We went a few 

times together to Rome by now and have had 

a good time then. 

 

Summer revelations 
How did we spend the summer? Well we have seen very few marina’s, too expensive in the Balearics. 

Instead of that we have seen a lot of beautiful anchorages you will find most of them in “mooring and 

harbour information of Italy”. We visited Ibiza, too much tourists, hotels e.g., Formentera, this island 

is beautiful and there are a couple of nice 

anchorages. Mallorca, also very touristy but 

in Santa Poncha we found a nice sheltered 

anchorage and visited from there by bus 

Palma. The last island was Menorca where we 

stayed for a week at Mahon at swinging 

anchor. 

 

From Menorca we sailed in two days to 

Sardinia and this island has stolen our hearts! 

The island is so rural and the view is wide and 

hilly. The people are friendly and shopping is 

more exciting than in the Balearics, the 

prices are at least 1/3 of the Balearic ones. 

I 

Our view in la Girasole 

Chautauqua  at another yard 

Zeezwaluw the last one in the pack of 3 

Porte Conte in Sardinia 

https://salingadventuresofsyzeezwaluw.wordpress.com/2017/03/23/italy/
https://salingadventuresofsyzeezwaluw.wordpress.com/2017/03/23/italy/
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We have spent a week in Porto Conte a beautiful bay at 

the Westside of Sardinia. There we have met Tim and 

Jo again from “SY Rose Rambler” and had a wonderful 

time with them. 

 

One day we went to Alghero, just south of Porte Conte 

to do some shopping, filling up the water tank and went 

back to our favourite anchorage. 

 

 

 

Fornelly passage and internet 
After Porto Conte we sailed in a daytrip north and we sailed through the Fornelly Passage. 

This passage shortens the trip to the north of the island by 30 miles compared with sailing around the 

north-western cape of Sardinia. The passage is a piece of cake in settled weather but depth is 

sometimes frightening because it’s below 5 meters and that is very unusual in these areas. It’s 

worthwhile to sail through this passage when you are sailing to the northern part of Sardinia. 

 

We stopped for in 

Stintino for nearly 3 

weeks, why so long? 

Because the pontoons 

are free of charge and 

as good Dutchmen should 

do, we have used it a 

little bit. 

And here we bumped 

into Tim and Jo again 

and Peter from “SY 

Satisfaction” as well. 

So we had a good time 

there and we bought and 

installed our unlimited 

access to Internet with 

the mobile phone by 

Wind (GPRS) for only 19 

euro's a month! 

Fornelly passage in a force 8 No way to sail through Fornelly 

passage in a force 8 

Algero 

Stintino    marina with her traditional sailing dinghies 
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It is amazing this service is so cheap because the internet places are far more expensive than in 

Portugal and Spain. 

 

Now we are enjoying the internet almost every day and 

internet cafes are exit for as long as we are in Italy. 

From that moment on we informed every sailor we met 

about this possibility and so far everyone bought the 

package and is online now! Great fun! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Beautiful anchorages in Sardinia 
We sailed for nearly 3 weeks along the northern 

coast of Sardinia, along the Maddalena Islands 

which are extremely beautiful. 

From Maddalena city we sailed in an overnight sail to Civitavecchia in mainland Italy. Civitavecchia is a 

large port where ferry’s and cruise ships are as common as fishing ships so be aware of them if you 

approach the shore! 

 

Mainland Italy 
We had a minor problem 1 mile outside the harbour 

entrance. The engine stopped spontaneously due to 

a enormous piece of plastic around the propeller 

and propeller shaft. It’s not the most convenient 

place to collect plastic, isn’t it? But after half an 

hour manual shaft manipulation we started the 

engine successfully again and sailed very slowly 

into the marina. 

 

We were able to more alongside another yacht in 

the old Roman Harbour, nowadays a tiny marina. At 

that moment we didn’t know what had caused the 

problem with the engine. 

Anchorage Golvo Saline 

Sardinia, Castelsardo  

Sardinia, a narrow street in 

Castelsardo 

View from Zeezwaluw to the fishing fleet 
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After a cold and dirty swim by Riens the following 

day we discovered what the problem had been, 

plastic around the shaft. After removing all the 

plastic we didn’t have had a problem again. 

The harbour was also occupied by the fishing boats 

and very soon after they arrived we saw local 

people buying some fish from the stern of 

fisherman. So did we; we pointed at a fish that 

looked tasteful and to our surprise we got the 

entire box which costed 5 €. 

Back at the Zeezwaluw it appeared we got 5 kg fish 

and shrimps, probably by-catch or too small for the 

market. 

So we spend next our to sort out what to eat now, what to store in the fridge and what to smoke in our 

little smoke oven. 

 

After 1 week in Civitavecchia we sailed to Fiumicino situated at the northern leg of the river Tiber. 

 

Halloween 
We stayed at the 

quayside in-between 

the two bridges in 

the centre of the 

town for nearly 4 

weeks before the 

wharf had the 

promised space for 

us available. 

 

We enjoyed a 

Halloween night with 

the American boat with children and of course Priscilla & Don even had a 

few diner parties during our waiting time. 

Now we are settled at our wintering place and enjoying Rome at least once a week. 

 

 

Civitavecchia marina inside the 

old harbour walls 

Zeezwaluw in-between the bridges in 

Fiumicino 

View from the footbridge to the lifting 

bridge 
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Christmas is coming.... 
At the moment we are busy to organize the 

Christmas dinner on the 27th of December. 

 

Invited are all the yachties at the northern 

shore of the river, who will be on the boat 

between Christmas and New Year. 

 

We are able to use the “Office boat” of the 

owner of our wharf for free and they will join 

us of course. 10 boats with about 24 people will 

join in and together we will have a boat-made 4 

courses Christmas dinner. 

 

So not as many people as last year in Portimão 

but it will be great fun! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To be continued in: “Wintering in Fiumicino”. 

 

 

Riens and Ineke Elswijk at “SY Zeezwaluw” 

 

___/)___ 

Christmas party 

https://salingadventuresofsyzeezwaluw.files.wordpress.com/2017/04/2005-1-wintering-in-fiumicino.pdf

