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Travel letter 1 - 2004 

 

Solar energy and water power 
When we left Olhão, we had spent 7 weeks in this place, mostly due to renewing our ships registration 

papers. During this waiting time we bought a 100W solar panel. Riens developed for and mounted a base 

at the panel which can be used everywhere on the boat when at anchor or moored. The base has a 

second advantage; it’s adjustable in the most profitable angel to the sun which contributes a lot more 

energy to the batteries as in a horizontal position. 

 

During our stay in Olhão, we visited 

the nearby National Park “Ria de 

Formosa”. There we found the unique 

Tide mill; this is one of a kind!  

 

Due to the tidal differences in this 

part of Portugal it was possible to 

mill the grain with the power of 

water. The mill is no longer in use but 

open to the public. 

 

The explanation on the notice board 

showed us how it worked and inside 

the building all the equipment was in 

place to visualize the old process. 

 

 

Little Britain in Spain 
From Olhão we sailed in day hops along the Portuguese 

and Spanish coast until we arrived in La Linea, the large 

Spanish anchorage near Gibraltar. 

 

We went ashore by dinghy and crossed 

the border by foot to visit the very 

British town of Gibraltar. 

  

La Linea anchorage 

Flag Gibraltar 
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But it was very rewarding because we saw a mother with a very, very little one, so adoring. Gibraltar is 

a special town, typically English but nevertheless we had a great time there. The museum in the centre 

is a must, it tells you a lot about the history of "The Rock" of Gibraltar especially during the two 

World Wars. 

 

The Mediterranean Sea 
After Gibraltar we sailed into the Mediterranean Sea, again in day hops because the distances allowing 

this kind of sailing so we skipped the night trips. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Riens with in the background 

The Rock 

It was a hard climb for us to visit the 

monkeys on the rock! 

Gibraltar’s main street 

Local mother and child 

Dolphins        the boat around
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Mostly we anchored off the coast near wonderful beaches and expensive marina’s. We were the only 

ones having the best out of the two, a free of charge 

place and the best swimming area. In a few places we used 

the marina's to get fuel, water and some shopping's. For 

us it was a new experience to anchor most of the time and 

spent less time in a marina, but we love it now. 

Even when we have to go ashore by dinghy getting wet and 

salty!  

 

We spent a couple of days in Cartagena marina which has 

all facilities, even a washing machine! The old town is very 

beautiful with a lot of narrow streets, bars and 

restaurants. The shopping is also very good with hugh 

supermarkets, there is even a Lidl!  

 

Old friends and new Islands 
From Cartagena we sailed to Mar Menor to meet Caroline and Nick of the "Stark Jammer". 

They were already on their way back from the Balearics to Portimão. It was lovely to see 

them back and we had a great time in Mar Menor together. Having nice evening meals and 

gin and tonic sunsets! They overloaded us with a lot of information about all the Balearic 

Islands especially where to go and not to go, just the cruising information you need! When 

Cag and Nick left in southern direction, we should go north, but …..  

 

Before we were able to sail, we had to untangle the anchor chain from an old concrete block at the 

bottom (4m) of the lake! The block belonged to an old fishing farm. Riens had to swim for an hour or so 

before we could free Zeezwaluw and could pull the anchor. From Mar Menor we sailed to Torrevieja 

and anchored in the hugh harbour inside the breakwaters in front of the marina jetty’s. Here we did 

the last shopping's before we sailed to the Balearic Islands. 

 

 

 

Cartagena 

Cabo de Gato anchorage in a E Bft 
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After an overnight sail, the first one of this year, accompanied by dolphins, we anchored off the West 

Coast of the island Formentera, near Cape Rasa. The anchorage was packed because it was high season 

already. We spent a couple of days on 

this island and hired a scooter to see 

most of it. There were a lot of naturist-

tourists sunbathing at the rocks 

opposite the anchorage. 

 

The sunbathers were hardly visible due to the light brown colour of the rocks. But we have binoculars 

so ……! 

This little island is overtaken by tourists in summer, lots of discos and bars and we found hardly 

anything of authentic origin. The anchorage is beautiful and the water is crystal-clear, so completely 

different to Olhão and Portimão! 

 

Shifting winds 
A wind shift later, the heavy swell came pounding into the anchorage so we left Formentera and sailed 

to the anchorage near the town Ibiza, after we inquired in the marina for mooring fees. Here the wind 

changed again after 2 days and we had to leave in the middle of the night (6 o'clock). 

At the moment we are on the West Coast of Ibiza in a small anchorage Cala Tarida. Hopefully the wind 

will blow from the same direction for a couple of days for some quiet nights. It will give us also the 

time to explore the island a little more by car or bus before we sail to Mallorca. 

 

Until now we have had a wonderful time, fair winds and 

weather, hope you all have had the same. Some of you we hope 

to see on one of the islands in the next couple of weeks. 

 

We heard and listened already to the "SY Torrontes" and "SY 

Fine Time" over the radio, but they were too far away to 

respond. 

 

Have lots of fun and be careful! 

 

To be continued in: “From the Balearic Islands to Mainland Italy  ”.

 

 

 Riens and Ineke Elswijk at “SY Zeezwaluw”  

 

___/)___ 

A little lizard 

Light at the end of the road  

Palma at Ibiza 

https://salingadventuresofsyzeezwaluw.files.wordpress.com/2017/04/2004-2-from-the-balearics-to-mainland-italy.pdf

