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Columnist in Kralendijk at Bonaire. 

Bonaire, a Caribbean part of  The Netherlands 

 

es, Zeezwaluw and her crew arrived safely at Bonaire, the most eastern island of the ABC-

islands just 50nm north of Venezuela. They arrived on August 28 at 01 A.M. in the pitch 

dark night as it was only 2 days after new moon. 

 

To spot or approach the mooring balls close to the shore of Kralendijk 

was impossible. Therefor they followed the advice of a Dutch friend 

and continued to the marina at the end of the string of moorings. In-

between 2 huge motor yachts at the starboard jetty Zeezwaluw found 

a spot for the night. It was time to celebrate with a little wine, before 

they went to their bunk for a few hours. 

 

The first living thing the crew saw in the early morning was a giant iguana sitting at the edge of 

the jetty next to the cockpit. He/she 

was looking and measuring the distance 

from shore to ship carefully. After 

they lost sight of “it” only for a few 

minutes guess what, it had moved on-

board Zeezwaluw!!!! 

The crew was pondering who & how to 

get it off again, when a marinero came 

to their rescue. The man grabbed the 

iguana by its tail, gave it a swing and 

the unwanted visitor landed on all four 

ashore again. The crew was very happy 

when the iguana shuffled away from 

the jetty this time although it is a 

fascinating animal to look at as you can 

see in the pictures. 

 

Afterwards the crew went to investigate at the marina office if there was a mooring available. 

Due to their “first come- first serve” 

policy, they had to have a look themselves. 

So the dinghy was launched and off they 

went to the mooring field. They 

discovered only 2 free moorings out of 40. 

The available mooring near Karl’s Bar, 

suits them well. A fender with Zeezwaluw’ 

name on it was tied to the mooring. Fast 

driving back to the marina, slip the lines 

and they drove Zeezwaluw to “their” 

mooring for a month, only 50m off the 

coast. 

Great place and site it is, crystal clear blueish/green water, sunny blue skies dotted with white 

clouds. 

 

Thereafter it was time to check-in, in this part of the Netherlands. Yes they do speak Dutch 

(and many other languages) and that was nice for a change. It took only half an hour and it was 

done, no charge at all. After a short walk they reached a Digicel shop to buy a local SIM card 

(for all the ABC islands) and gigabytes for internet access. Bought 18 Gig for only US$ 32,=, this 

was unbelievable cheap compared with Grenada and Martinique. 
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Back on board the yellow flag was lowered and the 

(home-made) Bonaire hoisted. Although Bonaire 

belongs to the Netherlands, it has her own national 

flag. 

 

Lastly the crew was able to relax in the cockpit for 

the first time that day, to watch the first amazing 

sunset in their new backyard. It looked as if the sky 

was on fire. 

 

To make it perfect they enjoyed a 

sundowner till the sky was dark again. 

That promises more for their pictures 

in near future, the crew told the 

correspondent. It’s time to explore this 

wonderful island. 
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