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Columnist in Grenada W.I. 

Adding some colour to Zeezwaluw 

 

inally after 10 days of doing jobs originally scheduled further ahead in the 

planning due to Ineke’s ankle problem (going better again), the crew of 

Zeezwaluw started again with painting. 

 

Due to the heat in the tropics, painting can only be done in the shade. That means 

the crew can only paint early in the morning and late afternoon, so one coat a day 

only. After PS was done the scaffolding had to be moved to SS before they could 

continue. As you can see painting is hard work…… 

The first of the 3 coast of white (polyurethane) Epiphanes top paint went very well with the “roll 

& tip” procedure. Next to carefully mixing the two components, the amount of thinner and 

retardant helped tremendously to keep the paint going. The second coat was applied without 

sanding the first one for it was so smooth. 

 

After the second coat the crew was sanding for 2 days. First with 320 grid on the machine and 

afterwards wet-sanding with 400 grid by hand. The third and last coat came on and turned out 

very good maybe not perfect but the crew is very proud and satisfied by their work. A 

professional painter told them as soon as they will buff, even the few and hardly visible brush 

strokes will 

vanish. When 

the masking 

tape was 

taken off, 

Zeezwaluw’ 

looks were 

great; she was 

so shiny it was 

unbelievable. 

As long as the 

crew owns the boat, she never looked so pretty. See for yourself in the pictures! So the white 

paint was done. 

 

The crew waited 3 days to let the paint cure before 

they applied masking tape to be able to paint the 2 

blue bands on Zeezwaluw. This was a huge job as 

well. It took them 2 days before the special fine-

liner tape (to avoid paint creep underneath) and the 

blue masking tape was carefully applied. Lastly they 

could add some colour to Zeezwaluw. 

 

The blue bands are not large areas and will take only 

an hour to paint, so in between painting (still only 

early morning and late afternoon) PS and SS there 

were many hours to kill. Therefor they applied 

simultaneously the first coat of antifouling in 

those “lost” hours. Well, it sounds so easy but 

they were working hard that day, 12-hours and 

were exhausted but very satisfied they managed 

to do the first blue coats in one day. Zeezwaluw 

looked totally different after the colouring, 

starting to look like her old self. 
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See in the pictures what a difference it is with colour. 

 

Saturday May 13 the third and last coat of bottom paint was 

applied only due to the weather forecast of showers. So bottom is 

done too. Before painting on the 2 other blue coats the crew has to 

sand again. 

So they only can show how far the progress is until today. So keep 

tuned for the last part of the major haul-out job on Zeezwaluw. 

Launch day will be May 23, fingers crossed. 

 

Glancing over the streamlined underwater part of the hull, the 

correspondent was shocked to see it was too streamlined, 

something was still missing ……….. ahhh yes, the propeller. 

Maybe this riddle will be solved in the next episode. 
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