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Columnist in Grenada W.I. 

News from the Boat yard 

 

t has been a while since the crew updated the Zeezwaluw Post. It’s not due to lack of 

inspiration but to be honest they were working hard on the paint job they told the 

columnist. 

 

Although they could see the progress they made it was hardly visible in the pictures though. 

 

Therefore in this Post a bit about the progress. The “boat painting students” they call 

themselves have a steep learning curve in “how to paint a boat”. Luckily they found a real coach in 

Chris of C.B.S. How this happened?? Well very simple. 

 

After the crew decided to paint the topsides including the replacement of the 10 portholes in 

the process there were a few things to organize. 

The paint was ordered and on its way but not the 

portholes. They had to find a company to order 10 

polycarbonate portholes. Asking around for 

companies they ended up at Chris & Manuela’s 

company Caribbean Boat Services (C.B.S.) at the 

Clarkes Court Boat Yard & Marina. 

 

It was so convenient to find the shop just a few 

steps away in the yard. Manuela with her organizational talents managed to find a company in the 

US who could deliver polycarbonate. She was even able to negotiate prizes for cut-to-size 

portholes after sending them an example. Chris gave the technical information about placing the 

new portholes as use “dummy’s” while painting. Even the Grenadian customs for the shipment was 

handled in a fast and professional way while all this was included in the fair prize. Now the 

porthole problem was solved. 

 

It turned out that Chris is, next to many other boating skills, also a very highly experienced 

painter. He knew all the ins and outs as well as a lot of tricks to get the best paint result, even 

for D.I.Y. apprentices like the Zeezwaluw crew. 

Although the crew decided to perform the large 

paint job herself, Chris is always available for 

advice which was and still is very appreciated by 

the crew. Although the crew has done a lot of 

painting in their lives, they never painted the 

topsides of their boat. Their study for which paint 

to use and how to apply it, is basically available 

online. Nevertheless some of the information is 

confusing while other was sometimes absolutely wrong. 

So, Chris keeps coming to them with good advice in a very amiable way about what, how & when 

to use the materials. 
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Due to the coaching by Chris the students learn day by the day more how to perform a nearly 

perfect job. You can imagen he is highly recommended by the Zeezwaluw crew. If you want to 

know what C.B.S can do for you give him a ring or an email or go to their Facebook page. 

In the meantime, the Zeezwaluw crew managed to apply 2 coats of primer on the top sides with 

the technique “roll and tip”.  First again sanding both sides before they start with the first of 3 

coats of Epiphanes gloss paint. Very soon the progress is even visible in the pictures. 
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