
 Year 2017 –Nr 2 van “The Zeezwaluw Post”, March 2016 

© 2017 SY Zeezwaluw 

© SY Zeezwaluw 

 1 

Columnist in Grenada W.I. 

Progress at the boat yard 

 

As you know the Zeezwaluw has been on the hard in Clarkes Court Bat Yard & Marina since 

December 2016. It was really necessary for they had been scrubbing the bottom every 3 weeks 

during hurricane season while they were at anchor in Woburn Bay. 

When the boat was hauled it was even unbelievable how much marine life was attached to the 

bottom. They could detect grass, mussels, oysters and many more unknown species. It was 

obvious that the Suriname River with the sediment and strong current had sandblasted the 

bottom. Hardly any antifoul was visible. 

 

As soon as Zeezwaluw was secured on the hard, the scraping began, which was real hard work! 

Even the booth stripe had bubbles and was damaged beyond repair. Also the topsides were worse 

as they expected. The rust particles from a steel boat that had been grinding in front of them 

had come back in full force. There were some blisters in the paint from using the wrong material 

to get rid of the rust. The middle section of the sides, were nearly paint less due to rubbing 

fenders. The crew decided to re-paint the top-sides as well. So a 4 week job became lengthier as 

expected. The next job in the already lengthy job was to renew the 10 (34 year old) windows in 

the hull. It had to be done at the same time as the painting of the hull. Ordering the new cut to 

size polycarbonate windows was not too difficult, but adjusting every one of them to the spot 

they have to come is time consuming. 

 

The bottom with 2 coats of primer is nearly finished, only 3 coats of anti-fouling a few days 

before we launch. The topsides are 1 sanding away from apply the first (of 2) coat of primer. 

There after 3 coats of white paint before the 2 blue bands complete the paint job. 

It is visible in the collection of pictures from the start as how far they are at the moment. As 

from now on they will be able to inform you more regularly through The Zeezwaluw Post in the 

new website. 
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