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Columnist in Grenada W.I. 

Zeezwaluw crew as donutters 

 

very morning the Zeezwaluw crew wakes up at 6 am, thereafter they have a few cups of 

tea in the cockpit till the cruisers net at VHF 66 starts at 7.30. It is a daily routine 6 days 

a week. 

 

Listening to the net makes them aware of all the ongoing social events in Grenada. Sunday is 

without cruisers net so a harsh day having no news from fellow cruisers. 

 

One day in October John Hovan better known as Fast Manicue announced a special event in honor 

to Patrick’s birthday. Patrick, aka Shademan, is one of the famous bus drivers for all events. His 

birthday is the 4th of November. But his special 70th birthday party is a day earlier. 

To celebrate in style there would be transportation to a River Tubing site, followed by a lunch 

with wine and a special dessert. So first off all the Zeezwaluw crew had to find out what river 

tubing would be. 

Thoroughly studying the subject it appeared that one was supposed to board a tube (an 

oversized donut) being launched in a fast flowing river and appreciate the spectacle of passing 

the rapids. Mmmm, at least they didn’t do this one before but although it was not really on the 

bucket list it had something appealing in it. So the crew called John and asked him to book 2 

seats in the busses, which are now almost fully booked. 

 

November 3th, 

the crew was 

picked up at 9 

a.m. at Whisper 

Cove Marina. 

They were not 

the only sailors 

to join 

Shademan’s 

party. The 2 

arriving busses 

were almost 

full, 

nevertheless all 

the waiting sailors found a seat. Off they went into the wooded hills of beautiful Grenada. After 

almost an hour, they reached their destination. 

 

All went off the bus into the restaurants changing area to dress for the river tubing. For safety 

reasons for there were no more tubes available they were split-up in 2 groups of 15 people each. 

 

The Zeezwaluw crew joined in the second group together with the birthday guy Shademan and 

John acting as the events photographer. While the first group went down the river, the second 

group tasted the wine John brought with him. 

 

Soon it was their turn to dress up with a safety helmet, a personal floating device, which was not 

as sophisticated as on the boats, but they will do the job! After handing out everyone a tube, the 

assisting guys helped everybody in the tubes. All had to wait until all donuts were occupied. 
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As soon as the last person was good to go, all were allowed to set off into the fast flowing river. 

Loud chatter and laughing accompanied the group when they were bumping off big rocks, drifting 

in circles near eddy’s, got 

stuck with the tube between 

two narrow rocks or tumbling 

head over heels out of the 

donut into the shallow river. 

 

The assisting guys were 

great, they rescued the 

stuck donuts or overturned 

ones quickly and saw to it 

that all were good. Even 

Shade man had the day of his 

live as you can see in the 

pictures (most of them 

captured by John) 

 

After half an hour, “well shaken, not stirred” all donuts bumped into each other at the finish 

line. Too soon having so much fun! The tubes were collected and put on a truck together with the 

helmets and floating devices while the wet people got onto the bus to drive back up-hill to the 

rest of the party at the restaurant. 

 

After everyone had changed into dry 

and decent clothing all got a seat at 

the set table. Just before the lunch 

(fish, chicken or turkey) was served, 

there was enough time to speech and 

sing “Happy Birthday” to Patrick. You 

may wonder how that sounded from 30 

un-trained sailor throats. Well let’s 

put it this way, it was a bit loud but 

very enthusiastic! 

The lunch was delicious and the group 

was silent for a while. 

 

As desert there were 2 special 

birthday cakes for Shade man who cut the cake and took the first part. The restaurant served 

the rest of the cake out on plates together with some ice-cream, it was yummy! Patrick’s 

birthday gift was a bottle (a 

gallon) of Grenadian rum. Several 

voices opted to help Patrick to 

empty the bottle…. But no help 

was needed and the cork 

remained in the bottle and all had 

to do with the wine. 

 

After lunch everyone was 

chatting until John announced it 

was time to head back to the 

boats. 
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The driver of the bus asked if we liked to drive a different route as on the way up. Therefor we 

returned through the rain forest route over the top of the mountain to the drop off places. 

 

The Zeezwaluw crew stepped off the bus in Whisper cove Marina and went home by dinghy. They 

had had a great day and are thankful to John who organized this special event. Maybe they will 

have another go for river tubing if they stay a while longer in Grenada 

 

___/)___ 


