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Columnist in Grenada W.I. 

Again a (little) crossing  

 

fter their Atlantic Crossing, Zeezwaluw stayed in beautiful Surinam for almost 11 weeks. 

It was a pity the rainy season started so early this year. As soon as the crew endured 2 

weeks of ongoing tropical rain showers, they had had enough of still gorgeous Surinam. 

 

Never the sun came out again, all day 

long overcast and rain. Going out and 

exploring became a very wet (however 

not enjoyed) entertainment. 

 

Therefor April 24 at 8 a.m. Zeezwaluw 

slipped the lines of the mooring at 

Domburg resort to sail to Grenada. 

While sailing from Domburg to the 

river entrance, the crew enjoyed the 

scenery of the Suriname River. 

 

At their arrival it was pitch dark so it was only now they discovered the differences of the East 

and West side of the river. The east side was mostly undisturbed jungle territory with a 

tremendous noise of monkeys. The west side up to the waterfront was plastered with many huge 

(decadent) houses/mansions with private docks. 

Once sailing past the gigantic bridge near Paramaribo, the river meandered through low-lying 

countryside all the way to the river mouth. Luckily the tide was with them all the way till sailing 

passed the safe water buoy. 

 

At 1 p.m. the sails went up, the main with a reef due to the 15kn of wind. Steering 50° to the 

wind on a course directly to Grenada, Zeezwaluw spat forward. The crew was enjoying the sail 

due to the blue sky and the warm sun while the sea water is blue again instead of muddy brown. 

Just before dark the wind increased a bit. The crew put in the second reef to have a 

comfortable night. The speed was OK, 164Nm in 24 hours, still 423Nm to go. 

 

The second 24 hours were very wet due to a tropical rain shower which followed Zeezwaluw. The 

downpour lasted 24-hours accompanied by gusting winds from various directions or no wind at all. 

During those hours the crew was very busy in adjusting the sails or starting Mr. Perkins when 

there was no wind at all. Sleeping was hardly possible in the very wet conditions so the cockpit 

was more or less a bathtub. 

 

The third day was a good 

one, no rain and the sun 

came out again with a 

beam wind of 20-25Kn. 

The crew decided to take 

down the main sail 

completely for comfort 

reasons. Mainly to get 

some sleep after 24 

hours of harsh 

circumstances. 

 

The speed was still good although Zeezwaluw was sailing on the high aspect headsail only. The 

last 24-hours there was only a distance left of 143Nm. 

A 



 Year 2016 –Nr 4 van “Zeezwaluw Post”, May 2016 

© 2016 SY Zeezwaluw 

© SY Zeezwaluw 

 2 

 

So the main stayed down and Zeezwaluw was moving slowly to Grenada. With first light the 

yellow flag was hoisted and she sailed into Prickley Bay at the south side of Granada. The anchor 

fell at the west side of the wide bay near the only other Dutch sailing boat, the “Shady Lady”. 

As soon as the anchor had set, the crew of Shady Lady rowed over, to give the Zeezwaluw crew 

the most important info after 

arrival in a new island. 

 

The location of Immigrations & 

Customs, what the procedure 

would cost, what currency, the 

nearest ATM machine and 

where to buy your first cold 

beer! The crew did not have 

EC$ at that moment, so they 

even supplied the EC money so 

the Zeezwaluw crew was able 

to go straight to I & M. 

 

In an instant the crew felt at home in Grenada the most southern island of the Windward 

Islands of the West Indies. How could it be else, such a welcoming committee, the sun shining at 

a blue sky, temperature of 28°C and a nice breeze. 

 

___/)___ 


