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Columnist in Surinam 

Zeezwaluw arrives in another continent 

 

eaving Las Palmas went smooth, but saying their goodbyes to very dear friends who stayed 

behind and who they won’t see for a long time, is a very difficult moment. But finally at 10 

A.M. Zeezwaluw and her crew were ready to slip the lines. 

 

With a little help from Marjo and Edwin of "RV Orion of Aberdeen" and Gerdie of "SY Impact" 

all went well. All the way motoring out of the marina the crew was busy waving farewell to a lot 

of friends on the pontoons. 

 

Once beyond the breakwaters the main went up while a few moments later the genoa unfurled. 

The sails immediately cached the light wind and Zeezwaluw sped forward on a southerly course 

in the direction of the Cape Verde Islands. The plan is written in sand by low tide not to stop in 

the Cape Verde Islands if the weather forecast and the crew were OK/happy. This plan was 

followed and after 9 days the course was set to Surinam, more or less downwind. 

 

At January the 30 after 1100Nm the crew had a dreadful moment. At that moment Zeezwaluw 

was sailing in 20-25kn of NE-wind under double-reefed main only. The wind came in from a 160° 

angle. In a gust of 30+kn while a cross swell coursed a kind of whirl-wind, the only 8-year old SS-

gooseneck (connection mast-boom) snapped after an uncontrolled jibe. After examining the 

gooseneck it turned out to be snapped at a welding seam. Luckily the main and boom stayed in 

place with the broken gooseneck. Immediate action was needed. 

First a third of the genoa was unfurled to keep Zeezwaluw going. Thereafter the crew is able to 

fasten the boom very tight to the mast so it won’t move in the high waves. Next they drop the 

mainsail and tidy it away as good as possible at the boom and secure it with a few lines. So far so 

good! 

 

Well, just another 1700Nm to go with only the genoa to their disposal. But not a big deal the 

crew thinks, the sailing trip only last a bit longer nevertheless that’s just as it is. They do not 

use the pole for the genoa due to the fact that they do not like the length of it. It could easily 

hit the high waves and they do not want any more trouble during the rest of the trip! 

After 2975Nm in 22,5 days sailing, February the 12th Zeezwaluw finally enters the Suriname 

river. This is the entrance to a new continent to discover. 

Due to the time of the day, 9 P.M. they can’t see anything of the surrounding area but with the 

assistance of two Surinam based friends Zeezwaluw was very soon moored in-between the poles 

of “Sailing club Suriname”. 

The first time face2face in 14 years, so time to celebrate with a glass of wine, the first one for 

the crew in 23 days! In their first week, the crew has been exploring a bit already. To 

Paramaribo (the capital) twice, on the little bikes (first time in 6 years) to Domburg resort to 

check if there were sailing boats at anchor or mooring the crew knew (there were none). 

Soon more news about the adventures of the crew will follow. 
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