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Columnist in Las Palmas 

Back in Las Palmas 

 

he last day of November, Zeezwaluw and her crew started their return trip from La 

Restinga El Hierro to Las Palmas at Gran Canaria. They had about 200 miles to go which 

means, probably 2 nights at sea. 

 

However the weather gods have other 

plans with them! According the usually 

most reliable weather forecast the 

easterly wind (at the nose) at the 

moment should shift to the southeast 

around noon. A perfect direction for 

Zeezwaluw to sail directly towards Las 

Palmas. Unfortunately the wind even 

backed to the Northeast, so they had 

to sail against a 4Bft wind (feels like 5) and they encounter confusing seas due to a high ocean 

swell from the NW. While that not enough, a tidal current is running from the NE. In short, the 

sea state was like a washing machine. 

Gaining progress was very hard, only in the wrong direction, to the north! At last early in the 

evening, the wind shifted a tiny bit to the SE. So their last tack to the north, brought 

Zeezwaluw just SW off La Gomera. Here they encountered the strong winds of the acceleration 

zone, 5Bft in gusts up to 6Bft. The crew thought this was no fun at all. 

As they knew already for tomorrow, the wind would be east again for at least 2 days. After a 

quick and very short deliberation the crew voted unanimous to head for San Sebastian marina to 

rest and wait for a more suitable weather window. 

 

They furled the head sail, reefed the main, kicked Mr. Perkins into gear and motor sailed (close 

hauled tacking) all the way to San Sebastian marina at the east coast of the island La Gomera. 

Finally at 2 am Zeezwaluw was safely moored at the marina. 

After 17 hours of bouncing around the crew was able to sleep quietly, what a treat! They had 

sailed not a distance of 52 Nm (as the crow flies), but due to headwind and current they sailed 

75 Nm.  

During the "resting-days" and waiting 

time for a good weather window, the 

crew saw many strange small boats a 

shore. It turns out these are ocean 

rowing boats (for 1, 2 or 4 persons) 

participating in "The Atlantic 

Challenge", the toughest row. 

 

The rowers are going to bring their 

boats, without assistance of any kind, 

from La Gomera to Antigua in the 

Caribbean. In case of a breakdown or 

help by third parties follows 

immediately disqualification. Not a 

rowing trip for the faint hearted! 

Unfortunately, Zeezwaluw ´crew does not attend the start of the race on 13th of December. By 

then they hope to be on their way to Las Palmas again. 

However they can have a look at the rowing boats standing side by side, at the quay. 

 

 

T 
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The boats and the whole equipment, solar panels, water maker, AIS, GPS, personal life-saving 

appliances, satellite phone, laptops and further amenities as well as all food and drink, is bound 

to strict rules and are accurately checked momentarily. 
Note: due to the bad weather the start was delayed till December 20th. 

 

December 3rd, Zeezwaluw leaves the marina of San Sebastian in order to sail to Las Palmas. At 

7:30 a.m. luckily the forecasted E-wind is still minor. Only a light headwind troubles them on the 

course to the SW-cape of Tenerife. Again Mr. Perkins is doing a great job pushing Zeezwaluw 

with a speed of 4kn through the light swell. The closer to Tenerife, the less wind there is. Even 

the sea becomes like a mirror. The good thing was that the herd of pilot whales showed-up at 

more or less the same spot as they were seen before and provided a beautiful view. Then 

suddenly the wind blows around the cape straight on the nose again. Like the wind the current is 

trying to thrust the boat back to La Gomera. 

The engine is set a few revs higher so the speed stayed at least 3-4Nm/hour towards the 

southern tip of Gran Canaria (GC). The wind is still on the nose so Mr Perkins gets no rest. Once 

out of the lee of Tenerife Zeezwaluw plows on a direct course through the building wind waves 

to GC. It looks pretty spectacular every time the bow dives into a wave and pops up again while 

on each side a large salty spray atomizes. The crew has in no time salty heads while they actually 

had been promising themselves never to sail against wind, tide and waves again. 

 

As soon as it is getting dark (7 p.m.) the 1 hour-on 1 hour-off watches started. The off-watch 

snoozes/sleeps in a warm sleeping bag in the cockpit. Throughout most of the evening and night 

they have to tack to be able to round the south part of CG. Once around the most SE-headland a 

direct course for Las Palmas is set. The last few Nm are more or less easy. The wind is on the 

beam but now the ocean swell provides excitement by turning into impressive waves, when she 

reaches the relatively shallower water. 

 

Around 10 a.m. they pass the main 

harbour breakwater where Edwin of "RV 

(Research Vessel) Orion of Aberdeen" 

comes out in his dinghy to welcome 

Zeezwaluw and her crew. Alongside each 

other, they sail the last Nm to the 

marina while fenders and lines are 

prepared for mooring. 

 

Unfortunately, the marinero in his port 

dinghy conducts Zeezwaluw towards the 

anchorage. The marina staff currently 

maintains a waiting list for mooring due 

to a packed marina. They will contact the crew on VHF as soon as space is available. That's a 

huge disappointment for the crew and they 

choose (reluctantly) a spot to anchor. They do 

not know for how long they have to be at 

anchor, an hour, a day or a week???? No idea. 

But this time luck is on their side.  

At 4 p.m. the same day Zeezwaluw may proceed 

to the visitor’s pontoon. Half an hour later they 

are assigned to K-pontoon. Great, Zeezwaluw 

and her crew have returned for a number of 

weeks to their well-known marina of Las Palmas. 
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nce settled the crew strolls around town on a photo-safari to see/catch the streets and 

windows decorated for Christmas. To be honest, it was not as plentiful as they 

expected. 

 

M  ost windows of the shops were still without any sign that Christmas was only 2 weeks away. 

However the palm trees in the main street were dressed with many lights but it does not look 

very spectacular in daytime. So they walked across town to the main tourist area where the 

beaches with white sand are. 

 

Luckily the sun was out 

so the beach was 

packed with chairs 

filled with sunbathers 

(all colours from milk 

white to lobster red), 

while the boulevard 

and restaurants were 

equally full. No Santa 

though….. and still 

hardly any sign of 

Christmas decorations. 

 

At a couple of spots on 

the beach, artists were 

building beautiful sand 

sculptures, all related 

to Christmas. The 

sculptures were great 

and good objects for taking pictures. 

 

A little disappointed the Zeezwaluw crew 

walked back in the direction of the marina 

when they passed El Muelle, a hugh shopping 

mall. Maybe the mall was decorated? They took 

a D-tour to check-out the place. And yes, 

finally they found some proper Christmas 

decorations. In the entrance hall stood a 4-

story high “construction” as a Christmas tree. 

 

It was decorated with red and silver balls. The 

balustrades on all floors were full of lights and 

Christmas presents while the windows showed 

all the aspects of Christmas items you can 

imagine. 

 

Satisfied and loaded with pictures, the crew 

went home. Luckily they could make that night 

a picture of the marina decorations that grew 

over the next few days. All the sailing boat 

crews are preparing for Christmas in their own way. 

 

 

O 
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The following days the crew was busy designing the 

yearly Christmas card. Thereafter they had still enough 

material to decorate the new Zeezwaluw Post. 

 

The last one in 2015 for the correspondent takes some 

time off to celebrate Christmas with many sailing 

friends who will be in Las Palmas. 

  

Rested and eager again they will be back to write new 

adventures, next year. For now they wish you all Happy 

Holidays and a prosperous 2016 with following seas!!! 

 

___/)___ 


