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Correspondent in Portugal 

 Still on dry ground.....

 

aking plans is great, especially when everything goes accordingly, but …….. Yes, again a 

but, the implementation of the plans seems to be not as smooth as expected. 

 

 

The correspondent paid Zeezwaluw a 

visit to reveal information about 

Zeezwaluw ´splashing date and sailing 

destination thereafter. 

Instead of splashing, the chat was very 

soon about the work delay as well as an 

update of the work progress so far. 

 

The work of stripping Zeezwaluw off 

the many coats of antifouling took 

longer as expected, due to a “sticky 

coat” somewhere in the many layers. It 

turned out that scraping (by Riens) of 

the first 9 coats up to the sticky one, 

was doable, but hard work. Then the scotch-brite sponge and water cleaning made the sticky 

stuff go away for 50%. The followed attack with the concentric sanding machine (by Ineke) 

finished the job. The old gel shield paint surfaced, finally! 

This work method was extremely slow and very tiring. No more than 5-6 hours of effective 

scraping and sanding fitted in a day´s work. The crew was very cautious especially at the start, 

not to strain the mussels too much by working too many hours with those heavy DIY machines. It 

might cause muscle damage. 

 

Consequently the progress was even more slower as they expected. It took them 25 workable 

days to clean the 40m2. November 17, 5 weeks after the start, the bottom was cleared off all 

the old antifouling. Nice and clean, up to the leftovers of the old gel shield. Off came the ear 

protection and silence fell over the yard again! 

 

The crew was a bit weary though but still in a jolly good mood to celebrate this momentous with 

a few days of mandatory rest. For the weather forecast promised 5 days of rain and strong 

winds. So much rain is very unusually for the November month and was not helping to speed up 

the process from that moment on. 

 

As soon as its dry again, the blue paint stripe above the waterline needs sanding. Thereafter it 

will take 4 days to apply 2 coats of 2-component under paint and 2 coats of topcoat paint. 
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The next stage will be applying epoxy & epoxy filler to smooth the remains of old gel shield coat 

before the crew is able to put on 7 new coats of gel shield. To make the job easier, the crew will 

use two colours gel shield, green and grey, to see that a coat covers the previous one completely. 

Once the Gelshield 200 is on, the antifouling will follow suit. So it will take some time more afore 

the bottom is as new again. 

As of the rain is not enough to spoil the progress, the upcoming holidays are just as badl! 

The yard Nave Pegos put up an information note to explain to all the live-aboards that the yard 

will be closed from December the 5th until January the 5th. During that period, no ships are 

going in or out of the water. 

 

Because the crew will not be able to finish the rest of the work before December the 5th, 

consequently Zeezwaluw will be on the hard at least until the first week of January 2015. 

Therefore no Christmas and New Year celebration with their dear friends in Las Palmas, as 

planned last June. For the first time in their live-aboard live the crew will enjoy the holidays at 

Zeezwaluw on dry land in Faro. Not a place by choice but by circumstances this time, even 

though they love Portugal. 
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