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Correspondent in the Azores 

 Angra de Heroísmo & Praia de Vitória

 

fter hard work it’s time to relax, is a well-known saying we use in The Netherlands, but 

could have been thought-out by the crew of Zeezwaluw! 

 

As soon as Zeezwaluw is back into the water, all tools, paint 

tins, paint brushes are placed back underneath 

floorboards or bunks for the coming 3 years. 

The time has come to relax and explore the 

island a bit more. 

 

The crew has been spotted during a stroll 

in the old part of Angra as well as at the 

marina outer breakwater to have a look at 

the diversity of art left behind by visiting 

yachtsman from all over the world. 

 

Sometimes they lay leisurely in the cockpit 

reading a book or listening to their MP3 

player or frowning over a difficult Sudoku 

puzzle. During those days Zeezwaluw was 

in her berth in the marina softly tucking 

at her ropes. 

 

It was quiet, not many incoming or leaving 

sailboats. But after a few relaxed days the 

crew was drawn to the sea again. After a 

final bit of shopping they left Angra early 

Monday morning to sail to Praia da Vitória. 

 

___/)___ 
 

nce again Zeezwaluw is moored in Praia Vitoria marina. The weather was too unstable to 

sail further westward to visit the other islands of the Azores Archipelago during their 

available timeframe. 

 

A shame, but the advantage is, the crew has still 

unexplored territory to come back to in 

future. On the other hand, the crew loves 

Praia, so to wait there for a fine weather 

window to set sail for mainland Portugal is 

not a punishment. As soon as the right 

weather window comes along, Zeezwaluw 

is ready to sail. 

 

In the meantime, the crew walks along 

newfound beautiful paved streets to very old 

churches with ancient organs or hike up steep 

cliffs to enjoy the view. Compared with 5 weeks ago, the marina 

is yet very crowded. Most of the boats with live-aboard crews who will winter in Praia. 
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Time fly’s quickly while they meet the crews from the UK, Canada, 

South-Africa and Ireland. There are a few social events to take 

part in like a BBQ or sundowners in the afternoon. 

 

If the weather will improve according the newest forecast 

Zeezwaluw will leave Praia one of the next days. They intend to 

sail to Lisbon but if the wind will move from NW-N to the NE, the 

landfall will be more to the south of Portugal. 

 

___/)___ 


