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Correspondent in  Las Palmas 

 ARC preparation and departing day

 

he first week of the 2-week ARC-preparation, was mostly for parties to get acquainted. 

Even though, there were also many lectures given on safety & security, provisioning for 

the crossing and weather info & communications. 

 

There was even a very persistent rumour (among the non-ARCs) that with all the rules, 

inspections and seminars the only thing the ARC-members have to decide by themselves is to 

which party to go. To make that a bit easier the staff organized only one party per evening. Your 

correspondent was determined to reveal 

the truth and interviewed the staff 

about the subject. They could not 

conform the story, so dear readers’ 

don´t belief it, it´s only gossip. 

 

The Sunday before the start, a flag 

parade was the main topic of the day and 

Zeezwaluw’ crew was around to see this 

spectacle. Crew members of all the 

participating boats collected their own 

country flag from the ARC staff and 

carried it during a parade from one end 

of the marina to the other end near the 

sea. Along the breakwater all the country 

flags were hoisted one by one into the official tall flag poles together with the ARC 2013 flag. 

In the afternoon a dinghy race and life raft safety training were a real happening in the marina 

while at night a happy hour party ended this hectic day. 

 

As the starting day of the ARC 2013 at November 24 came closer, the stress and nervousness 

amongst the participants kept the same pace as the gathering of food and drink. The crew of 

Zeezwaluw became a willing witness of 

these preparations. In-between two ARC 

boats and another six moored at the 

same pontoon there was a lot to look at 

and learn from. Crew running around 

gathering supplies for at least 3 weeks 

from various places in town, turned out 

to be a real job and no sinecure at all! 

 

Next to Zeezwaluw is a Swiss 50-foot 

boat with a crew of 9!!! Can you imagine 

how much food and drink there is to buy 

for that lot? One tin of soft-drink a day 

for each crew member for 21 days is 

already 189 tins! So, At least 50 six-

packs of 1,5 litre drinking water were carried on board, although they have a working water 

maker and a 500ltr water tank.  

A smoked pork-leg, 15 crates of supermarket tinned bits and pieces, 10 crates of fresh veggies 

and fruit, as well as many trays of soft-drinks & beer and quite a few bottles of liquor. 

 

Carrying al the heavy stuff from the pontoon onto the boat is a thirsty business so some of the 

beer did not reach the storage place. 
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After all the provisions were taken inside, the boat had sunk 11 cm, even though not all crew 

members were aboard. 

Luckily de boat will participate in the cruising division. After their departure, the correspondent 

was wondering if the 9 crewmembers have to sleep between cucumbers & unions…. 

___/)___ 
 

eezwaluws crew was invited on-board a friends boat like de day the ARC+ left, 2 weeks 

earlier. Unluckily the skipper of the boat fell ill and the whole event went through the 

drain. Quickly thinking brought a very nice solution. 

 

The other friends who would have gone 

out with us as well, decided to walk 

together to the statue at the water’s 

edge where the start-line was. The sun 

was out so it should be a nice and warm 

day. Another friend went at the 

lighthouse at the very end of the north 

marina breakwater to see the boats leave 

the marina. 

 

In and around the marina along the 

promenade it was packed with people in 

their Sunday’s best. 

The crew managed to find a perfect spot near the start-line, they even could sit-down. A slow 

but constant growing line of boats left the marina. All the participants fly the ARC-flag and 

showing their number, while friends, family and others were following in all kinds of boats. It was 

a real happening to see so many 

boats gathering in such a small 

stretch of water. All the onlookers 

had a great day and enjoyed the 3 

starts (see the video). 

 

First were the 20 catamarans, 

where after it was the racing 

divisions turn, flying their spinnakers immediately after they crossed the line. 

The last start was of the cruising division, the main part of the 250 boats. They had a broad 

start line but still near the promenade. 

Almost immediately after the last 

start, the wind picked up, dark 

clouds appeared and not before long 

the sky opened to soak everybody! 

No shelter at all, so everybody was 

soaked to the skin before the crew 

reached Zeezwaluw. 

After a change of clothes the 

correspondent enjoyed a pleasant 

pot-luck afternoon together with the 

crew and their friends in the cockpit of Zeezwaluw. 

It was like heaven, an almost empty and very quiet J-pontoon. Time has come again for normal 

daily routine and welcoming new fellow live-aboards. 

 

___/)___ 
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