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Correspondent in Portugal 

 Sailing beauty’s & unspoiled nature

 

 Saturday, early in the morning, Zeezwaluw´s crew was sipping their morning tea in the 

cockpit as they do every day for as long as they have been at the anchorage near 

Portimão. They are enjoying the tranquillity of the river while the day awakens. 

 

Suddenly they discovered a Portuguese 

3-mast sailing ship, sailing up the river 

Arade, no company of other boats. 

Without the sails up she still looks 

magnificent! 

Yes, they are still around these old 

square rigged sailing ships to instruct 

fresh navy cadets. She moored a bit 

further up-river at the short Marine 

quayside, but still visible from he 

anchorage. 

 

As you can imagine, the crew was eager 

to visit this ship and to have a look 

around her decks. But no way, it was 

impossible. Only Naval personal and 

family of the crew were allowed on-

board.  

So Zeezwaluw´ crew had to be 

content with a look at the exterior of 

this magnificent lady while they were 

passing by in their timeworn dinghy. 

 

A few days later she left around noon 

under almost full sails and maybe a 

little assistance of the engine. This 

was an impressive view and an 

immense spectacle. 

 

Many small motor- and sailing boats 

followed in her wake while police- and 

naval ships accompanied her out to 

sea. Zeezwaluw´ crew had a first-rate 

spot to make wonderful pictures.  

 

However, no crew in the masts only 

busying on the deck dressed in their 

white uniforms. 

 

Hope to see this sailing beauty again, 

while she is under full sails riding the 

waves of the ocean. 

 

 

___/)___ 
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fter a couple of weeks relaxing at the anchorage near Portimão, the crew of Zeezwaluw 

liked a change of view. With a light westerly wind Zeezwaluw sailed the 35 Nm east to 

the estuary of Olhão and Faro. Due to the gradually increasing wind, they were at the 

entrance of the estuary in no-time. 

 

As they were now a bit early for the 

best tide, passing the breakwaters was 

quite an adventure. Due to the strong 

inward current, Zeezwaluw was 

surrounded by several eddy’s before 

the water started to quiet down again. 

 

After a few Nm into the estuary and 

relatively shallow waters the anchor 

was dropped near a spot of 6m (at low 

tide). Zeezwaluw was almost opposite 

the little fishing marina of Culatra, 

perfect. It looked packed with boats. 

Counting the lot was impossible, the 

crew stopped at 70+, but there was still enough space between ships. 

 

The next couple of days the crew 

explored Culatra again to see if much 

had changed in almost 4 years after 

they wintered here. 

 

The little fishing community had not 

changed at all, still the same sweet 

lady’s in the tiny supermarket, the 

artists at the café, no streets but 

concrete plates where the little 

tractors drive to deliver their cargo to 

the customer. 

 

 

The Atlantic coast beach was lined 

with sunbathers due to the summer 

holidays but still not packed like the 

Dutch beaches in august. 

 

But there were a few “special” boats 

around. There is the stranded one like 

the one in the dunes near the sea, as 

well as an old, dirty one sitting at 

anchor for a very long time already. 

 

A strange one, a French sailing vessel, 

a mono hull with a floater was 

anchored off the beach near the 

fishing marina. 
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The early morning tea at this anchorage is always accompanied with the gentle sounds of the 

many different seagulls, white sturgeons and the small stilt birds foraging along the waterline. 

Zeezwaluw will be at anchor in this area until time arrives to haul out in Faro. 

 

That will be September 24 this year! 

 

___/)___ 


