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Correspondent in The Azores 

 Hauling out and putting our shoulders to the wheel

 

inally the Zeezwaluw crew found a place to haul out! Praia da Vitória did not work out due 

to the hugh tents for the July-August festival which were erected at the hard standing 

area. 

 

It’s a pity while Praia is cheap, has a nice hard standing 

surrounded by all facilities with even a real sandy beach 

for a quick swim after a day’s hard work. Well, no go this 

time. The crew was told the marina of Angra do Heroísmo 

has good and comparable facilities as well. A bus ride to 

Angra learns that the marina as well as the hard standing 

is excellent. They have a travel lift and space for 

Zeezwaluw. Living aboard at the hard standing is allowed 

and the crew can D.I.Y. work. So that’s where to they go! 

 

July 17th Zeezwaluw arrived in the 

marina where she gets hauled out 3 

days later. Wednesday late 

afternoon, the crew drives her 

underneath the travel lift, while 

experienced men are handling the 

lines to get her in the right position 

for the slings. 

 

 

Riens unties the backstay before he steps ashore. The lifting starts. Carefully and very slowly 

Zeezwaluw rises out of the water 

to show us her very green bottom, 

full of algae’s and a few barnacles. 

It will be a hard job for the man 

with the high pressure jet to get 

rid of most of it. 

 

Once Zeezwaluw hangs high enough 

the travel lift drives her slowly to 

her space in the hard standing 

area. Shortly after, she is resting 

on her keel and 7 strong legs. 

 

As soon as the man with the high 

pressure jet starts his job the 

crew is wandering the yard in 

search for a long ladder to be able to climb on and off the boat. 
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inally at 10pm the bottom is clean (more or less) and the crew climbs the ladder to have a 

drink and a good night sleep to be able to have an early start the next morning. The 

process of sanding the bottom, sanding, sanding and more sanding starts. 

 

After the sanding comes hosing 

down and drying out, repairs with 

epoxy, apply epoxy-filler and again 

more sanding. In the meantime the 

crew dismantles the prop for 

inspection and greasing, change the 

anodes, takes the log out, open and 

grease all sea cocks and applies 

masking tape before the primer & 

antifouling process starts. 

 

To acquire enough thickness (ų) of 

antifouling, the crew applies 3 coats. 

 

 

The waterline and rudder get an 

extra 4th coat. The arm muscles of 

the crew are in the meantime 

double their normal size! 

 

Now the cleaning and waxing 

process follows. The boat got a 

proper wash down and has been 

carefully polished with a strong 

cleaner. Damages in the blue and/or 

white paint got repaired before 

applying a new coat of wax. 

 

 

 

 

Even the monitor (self-steering) got 

a polished and waxed, where after 

Zeezwaluw is shining lovely again! 

 

The crew is exhausted after all 

these jobs in 25-30 degrees heat, 

but pleased with the end result as 

you can see in the pictures. Around 

August 10 Zeezwaluw hopes to 

splash into her usual environment 

again. 
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