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Correspondent in Las Palmas 

 Friends flying in & ARC + fly’s out

 

n October friends Janneke & Henri announced, at a 2 weeks’ notice, to fly out to visit us. 

They were followed by Henk who would arrive just before J&H left. Normally we will find a 

bunk for the visitors without a problem. 

 

But …… to find space at Zeezwaluw for a couple and a single is a bit difficult with all the ongoing 

projects. Just ready with the bimini project, the inside of the boat is still a bit disorganized, so 

a sleeping arrangement for the 

tree of them is not possible. 

Luckily Janneke & Henri found a 

suitable hotel, so Henk could stay 

at Zeezwaluw next to the pile of 

sails in the forward cabin. 

 

The days of their stay we were 

doing a lot together. Traveling by 

car to the middle of the island and 

climbing to the base of Rock Nublo 

is a bit exhausting for our friends 

but doable. At the base is a nice 

plateau to give them a rest and 

enjoy a cup of coffee and a 

sandwich (brought them with us) 

while enjoying the breath-taking view. The walk downward was lighter due to the empty 

rucksack. 

 

One of the days the Botanical Garden just outside Las Palmas was visited. The garden was 

amazing, showing this time her 

autumn colours, blooming cactus 

and plants but above all the 

transformation of a caterpillar into 

a beautiful butterfly. It is a nice 

walk along the paths along the 

hillside and trough the valley in 

which the garden lies. After this 

afternoon wandering, our friends 

treated the crew in the restaurant 

near the entrance on tea with apple 

pastry and ice-cream, which was 

excellent! 

 

Driving around the island one day, 

we came along a splendid caldera. 

This caldera was of course thousands of years old; however the outer rim of the crater was still 

complete and visible from the higher viewpoint. Looking to the other direction, Las Palmas at the 

narrow neck was just noticeable in the afternoon haze. 

Before everyone flew home again, we had a delicious lunch-buffet WOK-meal near the marina. 

Thereafter the crew went home together to a very quiet Zeezwaluw. 

After this break it was difficult to get back to normal, which is working the job list again! 

 

___/)___ 
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s usual every year in November, the Atlantic Rally for Cruisers (ARC) boats come into 

the marina of Las Palmas (in packs) daily therefoer normal visitors are kicked out and 

have to stay at anchor. 

No space for the common sailor 

until the ARC sails westward. The 

crew of the Zeezwaluw is still lucky 

and until now moored at J-pontoon 

where she has been since December 

2012. 

 

So the crew sees day by day the 

ARC-fleet growing while ARC-staff 

is running around to check the 

boats. Rolnautic, the chandler is 

extremely busy serving the ARC-

skippers to obtain their last-minute 

items to pass the ARC-check of 

safety and communication 

equipment. There is a lot going on as you might imagine. In the meantime Zeezwaluw has been 

made ready to move if her space should be needed as well, for the time being the crew is 

enjoying themselves tremendously. 

 

This year the ARC has two rally’s, 50 participating boats in the ARC+, sailing via Cape Verde 

Islands to St. Lucia and the common ARC, over 200 boats sail directly to St. Lucia in the 

Caribbean. The ARC+ start has been November the 10th. 

Zeezwaluw ´crew was in prime position to see the ARC+ sailing across the start line due to an 

invitation of dear friends. 

 

Frieda & Gerrit of “MV Houdoe” (Grand Banks)  

asked the crew to sail with them to see the 

ARC+-start from the seaside and spend a nice 

afternoon together. 

 

Also invited were the Dutch crew of the “SY 

Impact” Gerdie en Quido and Kirsten of the 

Danish “SY Røde Orm”. 

They only had to do was bringing along food and 

drinks and enjoy themselves. 

 

The 10th the sea was quite nasty, still with 2m 

swell from the strong wind of 2-day before. The “Houdoe”, was riding the waves perfectly due to 

the professional handling of her skipper. The crew for the day was scattered around the ship, 

some on top or inside, while others were sitting at the forward or aft deck. 

 

Sailing just outside the restricted area, the view of the gathering ships was perfect. While 

these ships were still waiting for the starting shot, every one of them was trying to get the best 

position to pass the line first. Due to the swell, the ships had a hard time but managed. At 

exactly 1.00 pm. a multihull crossed the line first where after the rest followed rapidly on their 

way to the Cape Verde Islands. 

 

 

 

A 

http://www.worldcruising.com/arc/event.aspx
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The “Houdoe” followed the fleet for a while before she returned to the anchorage next to the 

marina. Once safely anchored, the food and drink came out of the fridge and all enjoyed a 

pleasant afternoon. 

Having fun, time flies 

and at 5 pm. Gerrit 

hoisted the anchor 

and the “Houdoe” 

returned to her 

mooring at Club 

Varadero. The 

crewmembers “for a 

day” left the Grand 

Banks “Houdoe” to 

return to their own 

sailing boat in the 

marina or at anchor. 

 

They might join the “Houdoe” again when the common ARC starts November 24th 

 

___/)___ 


