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Correspondent in Las Palmas 

 Discovery of the New World

 

he voyages of Christopher Columbus and his discovery of the "New World" in 1492, 

nowadays known as N and S America, has been of great historical importance. In the 

hundreds of years that followed, much has changed in the nautical world. 

 

However, Columbus and his 5 

voyages with relatively small 

vessels still capture the 

imagination of many people. 

Museums with exhibits about 

this theme are a popular outing 

for sailors, who learned to 

respect the force of the ocean 

while they are sailing in even 

smaller yachts the same 

stretch. 

 

The correspondent of the 

Zeezwaluw Post followed the 

crew of Zeezwaluw to the 

museum "Casa de Colón" in Las 

Palmas. They went to absorb old 

salt nautical antiquity. 

 

Casa de Colón (the House of Columbus) is a stately architectural building complex, with several 

open courtyards, a vaulted cellar and many rooms with beautiful wooden balustrades and ceilings. 

Included in the original building is the more than 500-year-old House of the island´ Governor. 

 

 

In the halls the topics are 

mainly about the discovery of 

the New World and the role of 

the Canary Islands. Here it 

appears that Gran Canaria was 

a well sought stopping point for 

fresh water, fruits and 

vegetables as well as picking up 

passengers. 

 

In addition, the Canary Islands 

are located along the sailing 

route the seafarers followed in 

those days. 

 

 

The proverb was and still is; 

"Sail south till the butter melts then ever-westward with the trade winds until you hit land". 

 

In one of the halls replicas of an old Jacobs’s staff, a nautical measurement device, compasses 

and bearing instruments are on display. 
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These nautical instruments were needed to keep track of their position. Much more difficult as 

the GPS is today. In a long flat display case is a flat world chart from the period before the 

discovery of the Americas. 

The wall is decorated with the replica of the map of Piri Reys (the original is in the Topkapi 

Palace in Istanbul). Various younger world charts framing the other walls and old globes in 

display cases. 

 

Another special hall contains scale models of the 3 sailing ships (3-mast Caravel) of the first 

voyage of Columbus. The Santa María, the flagship of Columbus had 40 people on board at a 

length of 24m, 8m wide and a weight of 102 tonnes. 

 

The main mast was 23m high. 

It had probably Latina sails.  

The Niña was square rigged, 

about 60 toneladas (60 tons), 

which may indicate a medium 

sized Caravel of around 15m 

(50ft) in length on deck. A 

crew size of app. 25 men. 

Often said she have had three 

masts. 

The Pinta was square rigged 

and weighed also 

approximately 60 tons with an 

estimated deck length of 17 

meters (56ft) and a width of 

5.36 meters (17.6ft). A crew 

size of 26 men. 

There is also abundant attention paid to the routes of the total of 5 voyages that Columbus has 

made to the West Indies (the current Caribbean). During those voyages meticulous maps were 

created. These nautical charts, are typically affecting the coastal areas which were explored. 

Not only the places to acquire fresh water to stock up the barrels were mapped and 

documented, but also where truculent Indians lived and coves to hide from bad weather. The 

maps were decorated with beautiful drawings about the special flora and fauna that was found. 

 

Examples of those tropical fauna are in Casa de Colon. Two beautiful coloured parrots live in the 

museum at one of the courtyards. Not chained but free so they can walk around to entertain 

visitors. 

The Zeezwaluw crew has thoroughly enjoyed this museum, both the content as well as the 

building is worth a visit, they told the correspondent after their visit. 
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Santa_Mar%C3%ADa_(ship)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ni%C3%B1a
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pinta_(ship)

