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Correspondent in Ayamonte Spain 

Winter anchorages & sea creatures 

 

his winter, Zeezwaluw wasn’t stationary in a marina. She was sighted in many of the main 

anchorages from Alvor to Culatra along the Portuguese south coast. A few times the crew 

was confined to the boat for many days in a row when 

strong winds came along. 

 

Mostly, she was than one of the few boats at anchor. To be 

self-supporting in these occasions, Zeezwaluw carries lots of 

food in her belly and the crew often was seen backing their own 

bread while the wind hauled through the rigging. 

 

As always, after the strong winds had gone, it became flat calm 

for a few days. During some of these calm winter days, they witnessed several exquisite sunsets. 

Due to the motionless water, the rainbow coloured sky reflected in the water like an oil painting. 

 

Once in a while Zeezwaluw was moored in Ayamonte marina, where the sunsets were phenomenal 

as well. The clouds 

parted only for a 

moment while the last 

sunrays highlighted 

the river Guardiana 

just in front of the 

marina entrance. 

 

So sunsets during 

winter evenings were 

never the same or dull 

like the ones in a marina where all the masts block the beautiful sky. 

 

___/)___ 
 

alking along the deserted beaches of Culatra Island early April, the crew observed 

many different kinds of sea creatures. They saw sea cucumbers & mussels and familiar 

shells to very rare ones, sometimes still occupied by their original owner. 

 

More often they found different sizes of open shells, from very 

tiny to the enormous ones the crew thought could only be found 

in faraway places like the Caribbean Islands.  

 

Therefore the crew collected a few very large ones which were 

waiting on the beach to get picked-up. A good observer did hear 

some mumbling about raising the waterline again but consuming 

some of the stored provisions solved the problem in time. 

 

After many days polishing the inside of 

the shells, Zeezwaluw’ will now be 

serving happy hour snacks in a naval 

fashion. 
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https://salingadventuresofsyzeezwaluw.files.wordpress.com/2017/03/portugal-vasteland.pdf
https://salingadventuresofsyzeezwaluw.files.wordpress.com/2017/03/mainland-spain-atlantic-coast-oktober-2016.pdf

