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Correspondent in Las Palmas  

Celebration time & back to normal time 

 

e-hibernating from the easy going “December” mode your correspondent realizes that 

the Christmas edition of the Post had fallen in the drawer cracks of the electronic filing 

cabinet. Although a bit dusty, here it is at last. 

 

Zeezwaluw’ crew had lots of fun during the preparation for Christmas celebration. While 

Zeezwaluw was safely moored to the J-pontoon in Las Palmas marina they have time enough to do 

all the Christmas decoration and shopping’s. 

The shops are nicely decorated and not 

crowded during the week before Christmas, 

so the bits and pieces that will last were 

bought early. 

In the meantime, the inside and the cockpit 

of Zeezwaluw acquired strings of white 

sparkling lights with gold, silver and red 

Christmas balls and candles on top of the 

table. In the dark hours Zeezwaluw became 

a beacon of light and visible from afar. 

To Dutch tradition they have two Christmas 

days to celebrate and to compose an 

original menu (so no cyclical turkey) for 

Christmas. It took a lot of brooding over 

the stacks of recipes but in the end the 

crew handled the job very well. 

December 24, the final shopping’s had to 

be done at the generally crowded covered 

market. That day it was jam-packed of 

course, however the crew succeeded and 

accomplished their wish list of fresh fruit 

en veggies in reasonable time.  

 

The 5-course Christmas dinner turned out 

to be as perfect as expected. Naturally 

there was too much of all so the crew 

invented a third Christmas day to enjoy 

the leftovers in a wonderful pie. 

 

To be in Las Palmas celebrating the New 

Year, was great! In shorts and pullover at 

Zeezwaluw’ foredeck to welcome 2013 is 

something totally different from the New 

Year celebration in arctic Holland! At 

midnight, with a glass of champagne to sip 

at they enjoyed the firework and listened 

to the loud big ships horns and less louder 

horns from the boats in the marina or at 

anchor. 

2012 is done and 2013 has arrived with 365 

days intended for new adventures! 

 

___/)___ 
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arly January, it was back-2-normal for the Zeezwaluw’ crew. They had to make an attempt 

to get the lengthy job list shorter (idle whish) However, the job at hand has not reached 

this job list at all. 

 

Just before Christmas, the head in the fore-

cabin broke down, but luckily there is a second 

one at Zeezwaluw to use in the meantime. 

 

So the first job is, to get the 30+-year old 

Wilcox-Crittenden head working again. A 

couple of years back it was possible to order 

spare parts from the US, but not anymore. 

 

Therefore the old head had to be replaced by 

a new, modern one. Taking out the old and 

buying a new one at the waterfront in Las 

Palmas’ chandler, was the easy part. To install the new one turned out be a serious project. 

 

By Murphy’s default the connections for 

bolts and the hosepipes (in and out) are in the 

wrong position and can’t be used for the new 

head. Well, as you can assume, it took the 

crew a bit of time to prepare the head’ 

support before they could install the new 

throne. 

Drilling new holes in the right place, filling-up 

the old ones with wood & epoxy where after 

several coats of epoxy-filler and sanding 

were needed to level and smooth the support. 

 

Thereafter it was time to paint the whole 

floor with a 2-component paint (2 coats of 

under paint & 2 coats of top paint). Two days 

later, the paint was hard enough to install the 

new hosepipes for the inlet and outlet and 

finally the new head. 

 

After replacing all the other equipment you 

need in a bathroom, the result is stunning! The 

crew guesses, they never saw a more glorious 

bathroom at a 30-year old yacht! 
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The old aft head

 
The old aft head 

The old aft head after refurbishing 

The new head in forward bathroom 

 
The old aft head 


