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Italy 

Mainland and the islands 

Elba, Ponza and Isola Ischia 

 

Very important information is that all the black boats in Rod Heikels “Italian Water Pilot” are 

"free of charge" places if there is space!!! 

We visited all the places with an * in 2004-2006 and some of them again in 2009 and 2010. So prices 

mentioned below may have gone up afterwards. Most of the places are free quay sides (black boats in 

the pilot) but we added also a few places with (cheap) marinas and some beautiful anchorages. We 

didn't have any problems with our length of 14 m or our 2.05 m draught. The places without * were 

visited by friends who passed on the information to us. 

 

Mainland 

 

Baratti *, 43°59’.57N 10°30’.32E 

One of the few anchorage’s at this stretch of coast. Holding over sand, shelter good only open to NW 

and N. 

 

Porto Ercole, 42°23’.6N 11°01’.7E 

It is a public port 70 miles N of Rome. There is room to anchor in the harbour, but be aware of fouling 

of ground chains. It is also possible to moor alongside, or stern-to using your own anchor, to the 

concrete pier just north of the yacht pontoons and just south of the small boat moorings. This pier is 

used by fishing craft for (un) loading and refuelling (the fuel access point is hidden), so check which 

days the fishing fleet are expected in. 

 

Chivitavecchia *, 42°06’.2N 11°46’.0E 

At the end of the commercial harbour turn to port side just before the entrance of the marina is a 

quay/pontoon free of charge, if there is space you can go bow or stern to the quay/pontoon at own 

anchor. If there is no space you are allowed to moor alongside one of the commercial quays out of the 

way of the big ships. If you are in the way, the Guardia Costièra will come to you and ask you to move 

the boat to another place, they will be very friendly! The small marina is situated in the ancient Roman 

harbour and worth a visit; the town has a large open street market with fruit, veggies, bread, fish and 

meat etc. every day. There is a railway station with trains to Rome. 

 

Fiumicino Canal *, 41°46’.3N 12°12’.9E 

Moor alongside the south bank between the footbridge and the lifting road bridge. Bridge times vary 

with seasons and holidays and are posted on the small offices used by the bridge controllers, near the 

bridges. When waiting it may be possible to moor alongside a fishing boat west of the footbridge. The 

Guardia Costièra may ask for your papers and advise that a single stay is limited to 7 days (or less). In 

the event of rough weather they may ask pleasure craft to raft alongside each other to give priority 

to fishing vessels, which in calm weather would remain west of the pedestrian bridge. (Autumn 2006 

we were not allowed to stay between the bridges because the lifting bridge was temporarily out of 

order and the Guardia Costièra ordered us to leave and sail to the marina a few miles south of the 

river entrance. A few days later we were able to come back again and pass the lifting bridge) If you 

like to stay to visit Rome but are not allowed to stay in-between the bridges, try one of the yards at 

the north side of the river beyond the lifting (road) bridge, they are not expensive, most of them ask 

1 euro/a meter/night (2006). 
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Anzio, 41° 26’.8N 12°38’.2E 

This is a public harbour with space to anchor inside. However, with easterly winds boats at anchor will 

roll to incoming swell. It is better to moor stern-to, using your own bow anchor, to the section of the 

harbour wall at the west side of the harbour between the hydrofoil and ferry berths and the fishing 

boats. Normally there is space for around 7 boats. This is a lively place in summer, favoured by visiting 

Romans. The beach on the west side of the peninsula is clean and hosts the fascinating remains of 

Nero’s harbour. The Guardia Costièra office, south of the hydrofoil and ferry berths, requires a boat 

to register and a single stay is limited to 48 hours. However, it is permitted to return for a further 48 

hours after an absence of 24 hours. The hydrofoil office, a little south from the Guardia Costièra, will 

arrange a very long hose for an hour to provide water for € 7,= Fuel is available from the southeast 

end of the harbour wall but look out for depth and off lying rocks near the fuel berth. *The anchorage 

just outside the north breakwater in front of the beach is uncomfortable because of the incoming 

fishing ships at high speed! Be aware of the shallows of the south breakwater in the extension to the 

east. 

 

Formia, 41°15’.22N 13°36’.96E 

With Gaeta just 2 miles away the main reason for preferring Formia is the railway service to Rome. 

Boats may moor stern to using their own anchors on the eastern wall or the south-western wall, south 

of the pontoon berths. However, the height of the harbour wall may make climbing ashore difficult. 

 

Baia, 40°49’.0N 14°04’.7E 

This anchorage is well protected. Anchor some 100 meters east of the marina pontoons to clear the 

pontoon traffic. Water and fuel is available in the enclosed harbour south of the pontoon area. A bus 

to Naples takes an hour, tickets from the newsstand in the square. Try the Café Freddo from the bar 

overlooking the pontoons. 

 

Salerno, 40°39’.0 N 14°44’.5E 

We were told that there is a new marina tucked away behind the main harbour and gives 1 night free. 

Including water and electricity, we haven't been there to check if it's true, but we had the same 

experience in Sicily in a marina from the Legale Naval (Italian sailing association). 

 

Agropoli *, 40°21’.3 N 14°59’.1E 

Just inside the outer breakwater is a free low quayside. (Med mooring with own anchor, for three 

nights it is without charge. No-one appears to keep count and several boats stayed longer). Water tap 

at the quay was running although the info said, you should use a special card! Town is big and beautiful 

with all the necessary shops. The Railway station is at the other end of town (20-min walk) to Naples 

and Pompeii as to Rome. Peastrum (mentioned in the pilot) is 1 train stop away and the train station in 

Peastrum is opposite the old Greek town. 

 

Acciaroli, 40°10’.5N 15°01’.66E 

Boats may tie stern to using own bow anchor against the south-eastern end of the south wall. Be aware 

of the shallows south and southeast of the entrance and watch out for the rocks that extend a few 

meters out from the wall requiring that a boat is moored several meters off the wall and the dinghy 

used to get ashore. 

 

Cetraro *, 39°31’.44 N 15°55’.28E 

Just behind the inner breakwaters there are 2 free ridged pontoons on the starboard side. In 

between the free pontoons is a gap to get inside. Moor alongside and if there is space at the inside. Its 

more convenient because of the fishing boats going in and out the harbour. Enter with caution around 

the outer breakwater and take a safe distance off the breakwater because of the silting. Take water 

from a tap at the corners of the pontoons. 
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It’s a 20 minutes’ walk to the village at the seaside with shops and internet. The walk to the old village 

itself is about 45 minutes from which the last 20 are really uphill. The village itself is a bit dull but 

when you take a walk from the mid-village piazza in northern direction back to the road where you 

entered the village, you may wander through narrow medieval alley’s where time stood still. 

 

Tropea *, 38°41’.04 N 15°54’.39E 

Tropea has a marina (we paid €,=31 a night but from the 1st of Oct it should be €17,= for 14m, water 

and electricity incl.) The marina is enjoyable, there are 2 washing machines (3€ a washing) and a dryer. 

A 6 month winter berth price is around 1200 Euro for 14m, so not too expensive. The town (196 steps) 

is wonderful and a must! 

 

Bagnara Calabra *, 38°18’.06N 15°48’.88E 

It is a fishing harbour but inside de breakwater you are able to find a free spot to moor alongside the 

high quay. There are big fenders hanging to step on to go ashore. No facilities available. Town is up hill 

and quite a walk. Although yachts are alien phenomena, the fisherman were friendly when you appeared 

to be moored at their favourite spot. 

 

Saline Joniche *, 37°55’.56N 15°43’.8E (south of Messina strait) 

Page 376 Italian Water Pilot, they blew a hole in the breakwater at the portside because of the silting 

entrance, which you only see unless you are close in. The depth in the entrance and inside is enough 

because we did not have any trouble with our 2.05m draught. The quay in front and port side once 

inside the breakwater, are free to moor but the quays are high. There is space to anchor inside the 

breakwaters as well. No facilities available. Open to S-SE. 

Note: We know from Belgian friends that in this place people were attacked by 3-4 locals who could 

only be chased off the boat by violence. This boat was at anchor! Trans-Ocean (German sailing club) 

mentioned in their latest magazine, 3 more or less same situations. So be aware if you go there!!!!! 

 

Elba 
Porto Ferraio *, 42°48’.35N 10°19’.45E 

The anchorage is at the north side of the island in a hugh bay where also the main harbour of the 

island is. Anchor opposite the main harbour at the other side of the bay. Take care of the laid mooring 

buoys and check if the anchor has dug in well in case the afternoon breeze picks up. Holding is bad in 

some places (soft mud). You can tie your dinghy at several places along the bay to go to town. Places of 

interest are the old town and the summer residence of Napoleon. There are many marinas around the 

bay but they are very expensive, especially in high season. Hugh ferries are coming and going during 

the day but at the anchorage it is not bothersome. Our GPS lost his bearings and gave an alarm, when a 

specific ferry came in, that was really bothersome! 

 

Porto Azzuro *, 42°45’.59N 10°23’.52E 

The anchorage is at the east side of the island in a very beautiful and tranquil bay. Holding over (hard) 

sand is good when the anchor has dug in well. In the afternoon the wind picks up and blows across the 

anchorage, but is not bothersome and during the evening it will lessen again. The dinghy can be left at 

the small jetty in the marina near the restaurant. Filling your jerry cans with water (free of charge) 

from the same jetty is not a problem when you ask the marina staff. In town are several supermarkets 

and lots of restaurants for eating out. Rental cars are available. 

 

Golvo Stella *, 42°45’.53N 16°19’.39E 

This is a hugh bay at the south side of the island and a good shelter for northerly winds. Go as far in 

as possible and have a quiet night at anchor! We did not go ashore so we do not know if the restaurant 

you see from the anchorage is a good one! 

http://www.trans-ocean.org/
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Ponza 
Cala Inferno *, (Anchorage we were): 40°55’.14N 12°58’.19E, east side 

Nice, small bay surrounded by splendid white rocks, which gave the bay her name. Especially when the 

sunlight is shining at the rocks it is magnificent! Holding is perfect (sand). When we were there a 

commercial ship was anchored and was unloading “something” via a long hose to the shore. The ship left 

in the afternoon and one of the crew came to us and we were told to leave the anchorage at 6 o’clock in 

the morning because another ship was coming in. 

 

Cala Chiaia Di Luna, anchorage 40°53.61N 12°57’.02E, west side of the island 

We were told this should be the most splendid anchorage in Italy! We heard it after we had visited 

Ponza, what a shame we missed it! 

 

Isola Ischia 

St. Angelo d’Ischia *, (Anchorage): 40°41’.87N 13°53’.94E, south side 

The anchorage is just east of the small fishing port and opposite the beach. It is a quiet and peaceful 

anchorage. We haven’t been ashore but it looked wonderful. Holding is perfect (sand). 

 

___/)___ 


