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Travel letter 1 - 2015 

 

t is the end of August already when we started this first travel letter of 2015, a bit slow as you 

might think. But lately we have not travelled too much. The splash into the water was at end of 

March 2015, followed by a few days at anchor near Culatra. 

 

Thereafter a 5 day sailing trip brought 

us again to Las Palmas. 

 

As we told you in “The Zeezwaluw Post” 

number 2”. 

 

 

 

 

Re-integration in Las Palmas 
After 9 month absence we were back in Las 

Palmas early April. A few friends had left 

but still a lot were around as well as quite a 

couple of new arrivals. 

 

So the first few weeks went by quickly due to 

socializing and strolling around Las Palmas to 

see what had changed (or not) during our 

absence. It turned out to be still the same 

place we left, so no news there either. 

 

To anticipate on our crossing to Suriname, we 

contacted November 2014 the insurance 

company to extend our area to the Caribbean 

Waters. At that moment we learned it was 

not possible anymore to insure beyond Europe 

through them. We had to find another 

company to get insured before the crossing. 

 

After consulting other sailors and searching the web for Insurance companies we found and contacted 

Pantaenius Holland. To insurance our 32 year old Zeezwaluw would not be a problem with them. They 

only asked for a rigging check by a certified rigger of our 20 year-old rigging. Not an odd question we 

thought, so let’s organize it while we are in Las Palmas. 

To be honest, the difference in yearly premium for the new area, took our breath away. But we had no 

choice if we wanted to sail to the Caribbean. Sailing without insurance is not and will never be an option 

to us. 

 

New summer destination 
It was already May, a bit too late to cross the Atlantic Ocean to our liking. Therefore we postponed 

the crossing to January 2016. Therefor the rigging check and switch to the new Insurance Company 

could be postponed as well.  We had to make new plans for the summer months. 

I 

https://salingadventuresofsyzeezwaluw.files.wordpress.com/2017/03/nr-2-zeezwaluw-ready-to-sail.pdf
https://salingadventuresofsyzeezwaluw.files.wordpress.com/2017/03/nr-3-waiting-and-saling-again.pdf
https://salingadventuresofsyzeezwaluw.files.wordpress.com/2017/03/nr-3-waiting-and-saling-again.pdf
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As you know, we visited the Azores Archipelago 3 times, we thought we could easily spent another 

summer there and still find new places to visit. Therefore the summer destination would become the 

Azores. 

May is still early to sail from the Canaries to the Azores, so we were again in no hurry to leave Las 

Palmas. We had still some time on our hands to see a bit more of Gran Canaria. 

 

In “Zeezwaluw Post nr 4” we took you on our drive/walk into the higher grounds of Gran Canaria with 

Marcel and his dog Iffy. A different beautiful outing was the seaside-happening when French Tall ship 

L´Hermione came to Las Palmas on her way to the USA. 

 

Happy news changed our summer destination again 
Then, one day we received an e-mail from our godchild with an 

invitation to their wedding. The wedding event of Tamara and her 

sweetheart Rob, would take place in Kerkrade (NL) at July the 16th. It 

was great news of course. So we decided to attend the wedding and 

fly to the Netherlands in July, although it would be midsummer ergo 

flights will be more expensive. But who cares….. 

 

Our next questions were; “Is it possible to fly from the 

Azores to Holland” and “Is there a safe place to leave 

Zeezwaluw for one or two weeks?” 

 

It was time to take a dive into the digital highway. Searching for available information about flights 

and to compare schedules from Azores or the Canaries to the south of Holland or Germany. 

Thereafter we should be able to make a wise choice and book early. 

 

It turned out, that flights from the Azores to Holland are only possible from Sao Miguel Island. 

Flights are extreme expensive, with a stopover in Lisbon. This was only once a week 

during mid-summer. The negative side, the marina fee in Sao Miquel is 3 times 

higher as in Las Palmas. 

No need to explain that our summer destination to the Azores went rapidly 

through the drain, as soon as we found out. 

To enlighten you about the cost difference; a return flight with Ryan Air from Las 

Palmas to Weeze (Germany) and a modest rental car for 2 weeks, is even less than a return flight from 

and to the Azores! So again, we stay in Las Palmas, at least until the end of July. 

 

Internet troubles 
While preparing for the summer trip, we discovered that the USB-dongle we used for the internet in 

places without Wi-Fi or internet cafes has become a nostalgic piece of equipment. 

Nowadays dongles are hard to get (Portugal) or none at all (Spain/Canaries) and there are 

no pre-paid SIM cards available anywhere. Pre-paid SIM-cards for Smart phones and 

tablets with Wi-Fi and 3-4G networks are widely available for mobile internet, no need for 

the old-fashioned dongles anymore. 

We, old-fashioned people, have a serious problem now for the only phone we have is one 

which is able to call and send text messages. Due to the fact that we never were in need for a fancy 

smart phone or tablet, we do not know anything about those items. 

 

Studying both objects at the internet, we got lost rapidly. Too much choice, brands, performance 

information and other info we do not know how to interpret. Luckily we have Dutch live-aboard friends 

nearby who are cracks in phones and tablets. 

https://salingadventuresofsyzeezwaluw.files.wordpress.com/2017/03/nr-4-high-mountains-deep-craters-and-a-tall-ship.pdf
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To get some insight in the subject, we were invited by them for a crash course in modern 

communication equipment. Martien’ profession was, to listen to all the wishes of a customer before 

selling them the accurate tailor-made communication equipment. When we left the “Double Dutch”, we 

knew a smartphone was what we needed. To help us choose the right one, we got a little help from our 

nephew Alex. The Motorola G 4G we wanted was not yet available in Las Palmas. Therefore we ordered 

it in Holland where it would be send to family. To sit there and waiting for us till the moment we 

arrived. Accessibility of internet in remote places solved, we think for the new gadget get working 

properly, will need a serious study. 

 

Visit to Holland 
Beginning of July, we brought our two budgies to live-aboard friends in 

Las Palmas marina for the time we are away. The Ryanair flight to Weeze 

(Germany) was OK and the rented car was waiting for us there. Around 

noon, we were back in Holland again after a long time. Our schedule to 

visit family and friends during our 2 week in Holland was tight. 

Nevertheless we had a wonderful time with so many dear friends who 

spoiled us endlessly. But most 

and for all we spend a lot of 

time with Rob and Marianne, the 

parents of the bride Tamara. 

Staying at their home, we enjoyed the preparation for the 

wedding, met the children of Tamara and Rob, AnnA & SaraH, 

and other family members who came to see us. 

The wedding at July the 16th, was fabulous! Not only the way 

the bride, groom and their children were dressed, but most 

and for all the location in Gaia Zoo in Kerkrade. We describe 

this great event already in “The Zeezwaluw Post” number 6, 

so we won’t do it here again. 

 

Rob (our brother in-law) 

organized a flight in the 

Cessna he used to fly. Rob 

is a good and careful pilot 

we found out. He took us 

on a one-hour flight from 

his flight club in Belgium 

to Maasbracht where they 

live. The weather was 

beautiful, although the wind picked up during the flight. 

A bit bumpy (like 

sailing with wind 

against tide) but we 

had a great time 

together. Riens made 

a nice movie with the 

camera sitting in the 

co-pilots seat while 

Ineke was able to shoot pictures with the new smart phone. 

 

https://salingadventuresofsyzeezwaluw.files.wordpress.com/2017/03/nr-6-visit-to-the-netherlands.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GKYAaVQLdjo
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Back in Las Palmas 
July 20 we were back on Zeezwaluw. First thing to do was 

getting our feathery companions, the budgies, from Gerrit and 

Frieda. Sadly, the yellow one died suddenly one of the first days 

in their temporary home. Luckily he did not have an infectious 

illness, so we bought a new yellow one to give the blue bird 

company. After a couple of days they started to like each other 

while at the moment (6 weeks later) they cannot without each 

other anymore. 

 

Due to the gathering of ARC-ships, we were not allowed to stay in Las Palmas from the first of 

October. Until then, we liked to do another walk in the high mountains of Gran Canaria. In between 

preparations we were able to rent a car to go for a walk, which was great. 

 

Nature was wonderful; altitude gave great views while the weather was perfect. To have a car for a 

few days is making shopping easy. Therefore we went on a shopping mission for heavy and bulky items 

and other delicious things. The stocking-up was also mentioned to be able to stay at anchorages as long 

as we liked not bothered by drained provisions. One of the last days in town we bought fresh veggies 

and fruits to prepare 2 meals for the first days. 

 

Sailing again 
Prepared to leave Monday morning September 7, we discovered a surprise. The AIS would not work on 

the “new” navigation laptop. Our old navigation laptop 

which had a serial port died last winter. As we have two 

other laptops, we decided to use the oldest one in future 

for navigation. But we had forgotten to program it for 

GPS & AIS tasks, totally forgotten about it, which is very 

unusually for us. 

 

In the end we got it working perfectly 

but half the day was gone. No need to 

leave before the next morning, 

September 8. 

Early morning, 8.30 we were ready to 

go, the sun was out already but the wind was still napping. Motoring out of the 

marina was easy and as soon as we turned the bow to the south, we sailed in new 

territory. Zeezwaluw never sailed south of Las Palmas. Slowly motoring down the coast we 

saw familiar landmarks only this time from the seaside. 
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After 25 

miles, sailing 

into the 

acceleration 

zones the 

wind picked up 

gradually to 

20kn, from 

behind. 

The swell 

caused such a 

rolling pattern 

that if flying 

the genoa, the sail would not be filled constantly. Zeezwaluw was moving uncomfortable so we furled 

the genoa again and motored also the last 15 miles to our anchorage near Arguineguin. At 5PM the 

anchor fell in 7 meters crystal clear water in front of a tiny beach. 

 

 

Here we will enjoy being at anchor again for 

a few days before we sail to the south of 

Tenerife. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Riens en Ineke at “SY Zeezwaluw” 
 

___/)___ 


