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Travel letter 1 – 2014  

 

ormally you are used to a travel letter containing our adventures at sea, hopping along islands 

or foreign coasts. This one won’t be like that, due to the fact that we have been in the same 

spot of Las Palmas marina at Gran Canaria, all 365 days of 2013! 

 

Still on a quest though but a different one! It might be a bit boring 

because 90% of it involves working. After reading this letter you will 

know all there is to know about our projects, finished and ongoing 

ones, and our numerous trips and a few walks in Gran Canaria. 

 

Start of the Project “face-lift” Zeezwaluw 
At our arrival in the marina of Las Palmas, December the 15th 2012 we 

booked straight away for 6 months. Already knowing we would be there for a very, 

very long time. After 12 years living-on and sailing-with Zeezwaluw she was desperately in need of 

extensive TLC. So we settled down to get acquainted with Las Palmas and her surroundings again. 

Our goal during the upcoming months, was to finish at least 99,9% of the lengthy job-list. This meant 

that our overall time in Las Palmas would be determined by our working speed and ticking off the jobs! 

As we are both perfectionists (a bad habit, sometimes) it will probably take more time as standard! 

 

The first job was to “winterize” the boat. Not the winterizing we were used to in The Netherlands but 

nonetheless a likewise time-consuming job. Winterizing or preparing the boat for a long stay in the 

Canary Islands is essential but you will be surprised by that, 

we assume. 

Well, these preparations are really necessary. Otherwise the 

strong north-easterly winds, which contain salt and sand, will 

turn the ropes into dirty and awful stiff “cables” instead of 

lines. The other advantage of stripping Zeezwaluw´ topside 

is, to clean, to examine, repair and/or renew all removed 

items. 

So we removed the sails, checked them and stored the bulky 

bags inside. Thereafter we stripped Zeezwaluw off all the 

halyards and replaced them by thin ropes. Halyards, reef-

lines, running backstays and sheets were rinsed, dried, inspected and also stored inside. The V-berth 

slowly turned into a garage. We managed to get this job done just before Christmas and the New Year 

festivities. We enjoyed the 2 weeks holidays before the real work started the first week of January. 

 

Finished large Projects 
As you have possibly read in a few “Zeezwaluw Post 2013” and the Travel letters, about the work we 

have done on Zeezwaluw. Some jobs were lengthy and time consuming others just tiny quick ones. So 

we won’t repeat those projects. When you missed them and still interested, click on the thumbnail to 

read more; 

 

For the Bathroom and head project, Surf to “Zeezwaluw Post” nr 1 and Nr 2. 

 

LED and AGM-battery project 

 

The SS-frame, solar panel and bimini project 

 

N 

https://salingadventuresofsyzeezwaluw.files.wordpress.com/2017/03/nr-1-2013-celebration-time-back2normal-time.pdf
https://salingadventuresofsyzeezwaluw.files.wordpress.com/2017/03/nr-2-2013-heads-are-open-and-botanical-garden.pdf
http://everyoneweb.com/presentation_tier/Index.aspx?WebID=zeezwaluw&BoomID=B1&KnooppuntID=K543&KnoopOpen=True&LG=
https://salingadventuresofsyzeezwaluw.files.wordpress.com/2017/03/2013-1-the-led-light-project.pdf
https://salingadventuresofsyzeezwaluw.files.wordpress.com/2017/03/2013-2-transformation-of-sy-zeezwaluw.pdf
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The first project, refurbishing the heads was only due to the fact that the head in the forward 

bathroom broke down just before Christmas. 

 

It was not on the job-list but after a headcount it became instant priority as you may assume. Of 

course we worked one head at a time. It would become too messy to work on two at the same time! In 

the end this job was successfully finished in 6 weeks and both bathrooms give the impression of being 

new instead of 30-years old. 

The job even taught us a lot, foremost how two (not that tiny) people work together to apply 2-

component paint on the floor of a nearly square meter room without turning into addicted glue 

snifters. The other above large projects were on the list, so were crossed off happily. 

 

The odd jobs 
The small not so intrusive jobs, like varnishing all the woodwork around the hatches (burning the old 

varnish off with a 220V tool) took also some time. The other woodwork inside was inspected on chipped 

off pieces, water damage and ordinary worn spots. Where needed, the spots were filled, sanded and 

finally varnished with 8 coats to last a long time. Even the linings in the aft & main cabin were restored 

with a few coats of white paint to their old distinct look. The varnish and paint jobs were Ineke´ 

business. 

 

In the meantime Riens was frolicking outdoor. The boom, now without the mainsail was accessible to 

remove the hydraulic cylinder of the flattening reef. It turned out to be a hard job because the 

cylinder was built-in 30 years ago! After Riens finally managed to remove it, he serviced it in a more 

convenient place. The service kit had arrived already from Holland so that job 

was easily completed due to the fact that he practised at the 

back- and forward stay cylinders in 2012, when he designed 

and made specials tools for the refit. 

 

The boomvang-cylinder and hose were 

next. Removing this cylinder & hose 

went smoothly. But before Riens could 

service this cylinder we had to order a new service 

kit and a rod. The old rod was bent and couldn’t be re-used so the new 

Navtec spare-parts were ordered in Holland. 

The delivery of these spare-parts would take at least 6 weeks we were told. 

 

The naked boom 

The shydraulic econd 

fore stay 
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In the meantime Riens swapped the old hydraulic hose for the new one we bought last winter. To make 

a long delivery story short, it took 7 months before the new rod arrived in Las Palmas on board 

Zeezwaluw. Several countries (Holland, UK, France and de USA) were involved in this extremely 

overdue delivery procedure. Luckily we were not in a hurry! 

 

So the boom stayed bare for that long period of time. It gave us the opportunity to give it 2 new coats 

of Hamerite paint; the old paint lasted 7 years. The spinnaker pole and three meters of the mast (the 

part where all the winches are) followed suit. After the winches were overhauled throughout and 

replaced they turn smoothly again, with only your little finger! So far so good. 

 

Next job was to attack the many damaged seams of the teak-deck. Remove the old caulking and 

replace it with new Sikaflex. This job is an ongoing project for as long as we own Zeezwaluw. Ineke 

started at SB-side and managed to finish this whole side before it was too hot to work with Sikaflex. 

In the meantime Riens was designing the SS-frame for solar panels and a bimini, looked at costs and 

availability in Las Palmas. 

 

Friends visiting Gran Canaria 
During 2013 3 couples of dear friends came to visit. Only one 

friend stayed aboard Zeezwaluw, the others had to seek shelter 

in a hotel due to the fact that Zeezwaluw could not accommodate 

visitors during the mighty refurbishment! 

Visitors were extremely welcome though because we had to take 

time off to show them the island and enjoy ourselves, which was 

great. We drove around the island with the guests, went to the 

botanic garden to see nature’ phenomena in exquisite 

surroundings (Zeezwaluw Post 2). 

 

The volcanic island Gran Canaria 
The island Gran Canaria is the third 

largest island of the Canary Islands. 

The island is of volcanic origin and has 

an almost round shape with a diameter 

of app. 50km. The highest top is Pico 

de Las Nieves at 1949m.  

The last volcanic eruption in the Canary Islands (2011-2012), was just off 

the coast of El Hiero 

the most western island 

of the archipelago. For 

over a year, shipping was 

not allowed in a 10 mile 

radius of the epic 

centre. Gran Canaria has 

also volcanoes; one of 

them is Bandama, luckily 

not as active as El 

Hierro. 

Forward cabin as a garage 

Bandama crater 

https://salingadventuresofsyzeezwaluw.files.wordpress.com/2017/03/nr-2-2013-heads-are-open-and-botanical-garden.pdf
http://www.volcanodiscovery.com/nl/el-hierro/submarine-eruption-2011.html
http://www.microsofttranslator.com/bv.aspx?from=es&to=en&a=http%3A%2F%2Fes.wikipedia.org%2Fwiki%2FGran_Canaria
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At Bandama you can experience the volcanic origin of the island by walking along the rim or down to the 

bottom, where a single farm is. 

With our friends we visited Bandama lookout-point where we could look down into the crater from the 

high viewpoint. That day we were too late to go for a walk but we promised ourselves to go there again 

and walk all the way down and up again. It looks so intriguing! 

 

By means of the well maintained road network we have been able to see most of the coastal areas and 

a lot of the inland. The alternations in landscape due to the (micro) climate of GC are enormous. Driving 

from Palmas southward along the coast, shows a dry and sloping landscape with cities and villages with 

in the south the walking sand dunes of Maspalomas. At the north and north-west coast you will find 

very high, steep rocks and with deep gorges and it is nearly abandoned. From the west coast inland you 

find green and fertile grounds with huge banana plantations. Vegetables and all types of exotic fruit 

grow exuberant here, while bougainvillea colours the landscape. 

 

Peaks and reservoirs or so called dam-lakes 
On our trips land inward we always took a different route. The first time with our friends Han & 

Ingrid we drove by the 

coastal road from 

Arguineguin to the centre 

of the island. During this 

trip we passed Puerto 

Mogan where after we 

turned inland into the 

direction of the 

picturesque village of 

Mogan. This dry 

mountainous area is very 

remarkable due to the 

coloured rock formations. The iron, copper and other minerals give the rocks their extraordinary 

colours. As soon as the sun shines upon these rocks the colours become even brighter. The narrow road 

winds higher and higher into the mountains with behind every bend another spectacular view. Halfway 

to Rock Nublo are a few dam-lakes. At a bend in the road we had an overview of the lake which is 

immense, ragged cliffs rising almost vertically up into the sky. These lakes collect and hold rainwater 

until needed in the lower dryer areas to irrigate the fields. 

 

Rock Nublo, the most famous touristic peak was and still is our topic. Three times, we walked with 

friends from the car 

park steep uphill to the 

base of the Roque. Each 

time, everyone enjoyed 

the walk and the 

wonderful view. Twice we 

ate our home-prepared 

lunch at the foot of 

Roque Nublo. 

  

Storage lake Winding mountain 

road 

Rock         Nublo 

https://salingadventuresofsyzeezwaluw.files.wordpress.com/2017/03/canary-islands-oktober-2016.pdf
https://salingadventuresofsyzeezwaluw.files.wordpress.com/2017/03/canary-islands-oktober-2016.pdf
http://www.gran-canaria-info.com/guide/nature/roque-nublo
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It is great, sitting in the sun at a hugh rock in a light breeze having lunch and enjoying the 

extraordinary view in the meantime. White clouds rolling over the high peaks before them slowly 

drifted down along the slopes into the 

valley deep below. Shadows, due to the 

drifting clouds were continuously 

changing our view into the valley. It felt 

like we were sitting on top of the world! 

This view is difficult to catch on camera 

but we made an effort though. 

 

Once we enjoyed a typical Canary lunch 

in Cruz the Tejeda. This place is only a 

picturesque gathering of restaurants, a 

few houses and a church and of course a hugh cross! 

 

Towns and villages 
Exploring the island Gran Canaria by car, we saw beautiful little villages and towns. A few ones we 

visited others we drove through without stopping. 

One of the most touristic towns is Arguineguin at the SW-coast of the island. Walking along the 

promenade and little marina you think you are in the Baltic. Swedes, Danes and Norwegians like to 

vacation here by the hundreds! Spanish is not the language 

anymore, it seems. Even on the ads Baltic languages have taken 

over! 

Nevertheless we enjoyed the walk in this village, especially the 

old fishing harbour with its own little chapel behind drying 

fishing nets at the outer quayside. The anchorage just outside 

this fishing harbour is favourite by live-aboards we were told. 

 

Mogan the colourful town in the mountains is a very attractive 

place. Many large and small restaurants, most of them located in 

very old houses. Once inside those tiny restaurants you will find a lovely terrace and a welcoming, 

friendly staff. We enjoyed a lovely lunch in one of them with our Danish friend Kirsten. 

 

In the north we visited Arucas, Firgas en Terror. The last one is famous for its natural bottled spring 

water. This village has even town allure with an enormous Cathedral at the centre square. 

 

Arguineguin old fishing harbour and little chapel 

https://salingadventuresofsyzeezwaluw.files.wordpress.com/2017/03/canary-islands-oktober-2016.pdf
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 Arucas    

Tall straight pine trees line the lovely square while in the middle of the square a very thick old oak 

tree is circled with a bench to sit on. The old local people sit here discussing their daily chores. It was 

a bank Holliday when we were there and the sermon in the Cathedral had just finished, so the 

parishioners flooded the square and mingled with the many tourists along the farmers-market stalls. 

Even we bought a delicious piece of goat cheese off one of the farmers for our favourite lunch meal. 

 

Recipe: thin slices of goat cheese surrounded by sliced tomatoes, and basil leaves with a dressing of 

olive-oil, a lot of garlic and some pepper. Some fresh white bread to sponge your dish and a glass of 

white wine, yummy 

 

Christmas & the New Year 2014 
Before we knew it was Christmas again! By this time we knew a lot of live-aboards and had many 

friends among them. Christmas 

Eve was celebrated in the 

Sailing/dinghy school at the 

marina. People from many 

different countries were 

together to have a grand BBQ 

while “ship-made” delicious food 

was brought to fill the table. 

Most people had made a special 

dish from their country so it 

was like having a 5-star restaurant banquet in the open air. Two Swedes among the app 50 people 

played the guitar and sang Christmas songs while others were dancing to stay warm. We had great fun 

and returned late to Zeezwaluw. 

 

December 25 & 26 we enjoyed our own Christmas dinner at 

Zeezwaluw. Nice china, candle light and Christmas music of 

our own liking filled the cosy main cabin. 

 

At New Year’s Eve at 11 P.M. we walked to the Sailor´s 

Bar to welcome 2014 with all the other live-aboards in 

the marina. Peppino, the owner of Sailor´s Bar, had cake, 

12 white grapes and champagne at the ready for every 

customer who turned up. At precisely 12 o’clock at 

midnight, you swallow 1 grape a chime of the clock (it is 

Spanish custom as we were told) where after toasting with 

champagne and good wishes followed. 
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The 4th Mega project, installation of the water maker 
Early January began our next mega project. We had decided to buy a water maker for 

Zeezwaluw. In all those 12 years living at Zeezwaluw and cruising, collecting good 

drinking water was not an issue not even in the Mediterranean Sea. But it took many 

hours to carry 20ltr. jerry cans to the boat 

when at anchor. As of now our plans include 

an Atlantic Crossing (Jan/Feb. 2015) and a 

visit to Suriname followed by cruising the Caribbean and 

remote islands further on. It would be suitable to be able 

to stay in anchorages as long as we like, not as long as the 

water tank allows us. 

 

Consequently Riens did a large survey on water makers by 

the internet. The main subjects were; capacity & amps/hr 

as well as price & size of the machine. After much 

deliberation and exploration of the bowels of Zeezwaluw to 

find space to mount it, the choice was made; it has to be a Schenker water maker. 

 

The one we ordered has a production of 30liters/hr., using only 9 amps/hr. This water maker is able to 

run at our 12V system as soon as the batteries are topped up. Due to the fact that the pump and 

filters could be placed in a different place as the water maker, which made it perfect for us! Even the 

Schenker dealer has his business at the marina, so it could not be more convenient! 

 

After the order was placed, we started with the project. We had to make two wooden 

frames for the pump as well as the water maker, in each of the spaces where they would 

be fitted. 

The pump's to-be place was underneath the forward seat in the dinette in the main 

cabin, where we had to give up the drawer filled with sweets (what a shame!). After the 

drawer & rail were removed the frame was laminated (fiberglass mats & epoxy) into the 

precise horizontal position, where after 2 more coats of fiberglass mats & epoxy 

followed. After the epoxy was dry the surrounding area was painted before the pump, 

filters, electric cables and hosepipes were fitted. 

 

Next job was to place the already 

painted wooden frame for the 

water maker onto its place behind 

the back of the portside settee. This was an 

awkward place to work in, but Riens succeeded to 

fit the frame with sturdy bolts to 3 sides of the 

space. 

Together we lifted the heavy (20kg) machine in 

its final position, where after Riens bolted it 

down, so it is not able to move a bit! Finally the 

3-way valves with the many hose pipes could be 

attached and fed to their designated places. The 

last cable, the electrical one was fed to the main 

switchboard where after the system was ready to test. 

 



Working projects & exploration of Gran Canaria during 

(water maker project) 

 

© SY Zeezwaluw 2017 

 

8 

 

But, …….. we will wait until a few weeks before we 

will leave the marina before we test the water 

maker. If the desalination equipment works well 

(no worries about that though) we will use it 

every 3 days as long as we are cruising this 

summer. 

 

Jon, the dealer has already checked the 

equipment and was very pleased to see how 

perfectly Riens had installed the water maker. 

So the 3-year warranty paper was given to us 

without a second thought! 

 

Cleaning up before sailing 
The water maker project was finished by the end of February. Finally time to relax a bit, celebrate 

Carnival (not truly) and take time to restore the inside of Zeezwaluw and prepare her for a new sailing 

season. There are only a few jobs we need to do but none of them is as expensive or time consuming as 

the 4 major projects we have undertaken in 2013. 

 

The next travel letter “Living by the wind and tides again” will contain news about 

sailing adventures, exploring islands and coastlines as you are used to.  

 

___/)___ 

https://salingadventuresofsyzeezwaluw.files.wordpress.com/2017/03/2014-2-living-by-the-wind-and-tides-again.pdf

