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Travel letter 3 - 2012 

Legendary Horta 
As always when you take your time to wait for a good weather window we had a very pleasant sailing 

trip to Faial. During the night we passed the island Pico and enjoyed the view of the twinkling lights of 

the little towns along the coast. 

The mountain Pico kept hiding under its cloud collar. The last 40 miles, the next day, the wind was a bit 

lean so we motor sailed the final part of the trip. 

 

Horta marina is a bubbling melting pot of sailors of many nationalities 

arriving from all wind directions. Many boats came from the 

Caribbean but also the French and UK coasts had popular last 

ports. There was always a lot of activity of sailing boats arriving, 

leaving and crews who saw each other again, sometimes after 

many years. Almost every crew left its painted signature 

somewhere on the breakwater walls, the quay sides or at any free 

spot around the marina. Wandering through the area it was a real 

pleasure to recognize so many of the boats/crews we met during the 

last decade. 

Of course we visited the famous “Café Sport” now run by the third generation “Peter”. The antique 

interior was covered with at 

least 3 layers of yacht club 

burgees from all over the world 

and during a delicious seafood 

lunch our eyes fell on many 

familiar flags. One of the nice 

things about Café Sport was 

that it’s not frequented by 

sailors only but also by 

locals, therefore this mix, the exposition of whale bone art 

as well as the antique interior provides a real special 

atmosphere. 

 

Leaving a mark 
It is time to enrich the art gallery at the breakwater walls 

with a toe print of Zeezwaluw (Sea Swallow). 

 

Horta Marina at Faial with her famous wall paintings 

Zeezwaluw 

in Horta Marina 

Café Sport inside 
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At a nice spot were a former painting was largely chipped off and fading away we started to prepare 

the concrete “canvas”. 

A process of dirt removal, cleaning, primer-ing and a gradual building-up of the painting kept us busy 

for several days. 

One of the most difficult tasks was to prevent people, all brain activity consumed by burbling in their 

phone, to walk through the fresh paint(ing). 

 

In the end, proud at the result, it felt very good to have left a print at this crossroad for sailors. See 

also Zeezwaluw Post nr 7 

 

Faial a multi-facet island 
Whaling has been one of the main sources of income in the past. The American whalers who (lost) 

needed additional crew during the season, recruited the local fisherman as harpooners and rowers. 

 

Learning the trade, the 

Azoreans very soon started 

their own whaling activities with 

small open boats and build 

factories to turn the catch into 

oil, cattle food, and fertilizer 

while the bones were 

transformed into art or 

domestic applications. 

 

 

Nowadays the whales are still a source of income for many people but this time by means of the 

peaceful whale-watching excursions with the tourists. As well at Pico (visited by ferry) as at Faial, the 

former (whaling) boathouses, stations and a factory are turned into museums giving a first-class 

impression of the way of life, skills and art related to the whaling past. 

 

Today’s whaling industry  whale spotting in fast dinghy’s  

Ramp tot ow the whales into the factory, now a museum 

https://salingadventuresofsyzeezwaluw.files.wordpress.com/2017/04/nr-7-horta-with-cafe-sport-wall-painting.pdf
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The volcanic history of the Azores still provides dramatic scenery for us as “low landers”. So we made 

many walks to absorb this different kind of natural history. 

 

 

A lot of walks like around the large crater Caldeira of Serra de 

Feteira, the crater of Monta da Guia near Horta and  (eruption 

1957/8) we made with friends who just arrived from the 

Caribbean. 

 

As we all carried prepared coffee, sandwiches and cookies, 

these walks turned into real pleasant old fashioned field trips. 

 

 

Luckily our friends had a car for a couple of days so we also took several tours over the island. 

 

One of the tours brought us 

to the area of the 

Capalinhos volcano outbreak 

in 1958. The area was still 

very desolated but a very 

good exhibition in the local 

museum told the entire 

story. 

 

We were impressed, every 

time again by the enormous 

quantity of Hydrangeas, 

Azaleas and field flowers. 

Walk around the Caldeira of Serra de Feteira  

Capelinhos museum of eruption in 1958 
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In total we spend 5 weeks at Faial. With all the beautiful things we saw, these weeks went by in a rush 

without a dull moment. 

Preparing to cross to Portugal 
It was already halfway August, so time to get prepared to cross to Portugal in a good weather window 

before the early autumn storms would hit the Azores. The best 

place to wait was Praia at the Island Terceira. Not only because it 

is further east than Faial but the marina fees are about 1/3 of 

those at the other islands. 

Although we developed a very refined tactic to sail the 90 miles to 

Terceira, the wind dropped after a couple of hours and the ocean 

swell stayed so the engine had to help us again to make any 

progress. At 4am we dropped anchor in the bay and after visiting 

the marina office by dingy the next morning we moved to a nice 

spot inside the marina. 

 

Also at Terciera we undertook several walks, some near the marina and others at the north side of the 

island, with our friends Karine and Tom. 

After an extensive walk it is a “rule” to sit down and have a 

drink together. No fancy restaurant but just along the road 

waiting for the bus to come. 

 

As we already mentioned in the “Zeezwaluw Post” the right 

weather window to cross did not appear. The most exciting 

thing on Terceira was the very exceptional approach of the 

tropical storm Gordon, which passed harmless. Later on the 

storm Nadine came along which we sat out in the fishing 

harbour (see Zeezwaluw Post). 

 

 

 

Praia de Vitoria marina 

Waiting for the bus to come 

Walk with Karine & Tom at 

Terceira 

https://salingadventuresofsyzeezwaluw.files.wordpress.com/2017/03/azores-archipelago.pdf
https://salingadventuresofsyzeezwaluw.files.wordpress.com/2017/04/nr-8-terceira-marina-beach-and-bulls.pdf
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 It was already the last week of September and 

driven by the approaching autumn we left for 

Portugal august 25th. 

 

Nadine had passed 3 days earlier, leaving confused 

seas much rougher than expected with the actual 

wind force of that moment. We decided to let the 

seas calm down for another day or two and headed 

for Ponta Delgada which was on a comfortable 

downwind course. 

 

Just when we disengaged the wind pilot and handed 

the rudder to the autopilot, the last one decided to 

end its functional life. Must be one of Murphy’s laws that things only breakdown when you need them. 

See Zeezwaluw Post. 

 

Nadine strikes again 
Ponta Delgada marina was almost empty so this time we got a more comfortable berth at the inner 

pontoons, out of reach of the wash from fisherman, pilot boats and jet skis. 

Before the autopilot parts arrived and were installed, the weather forecast 

showed that Nadine made one more turn over the Atlantic Islands and 

would hit us again at the 4th of October. Prepared 

in a web of 11 lines of which 7 with coil springs, 

Nadine and the surge in the harbour went by 

without causing any damage. (Zeezwaluw Post) 

 

Just when the autopilot worked again we became 

ill, not both at the same time but with a delay of 3 

days. We had a kind of a flu forcing you to stay within 2 meters of the 

toilet. 

By the time we were in full swing again it didn’t look like there would come an opportunity to sail to 

Portugal from here. Therefore we decided to head for the Canaries strait away. 

 

With a short stop back to the Canaries 
The 7th of November we left Ponta Delgada with forecasted northerly winds up to 15-20kn but had to 

reef very soon as rain squalls gusted up to 28Kn. As the rain front with gusts stayed with us we 

decided to take the main down 

and let the jib do the job, 

sailing more or less downwind. 

 

With this lay-out it was easy 

for the wind pilot to keep the 

jib filled and let Zeezwaluw 

ride the waves. 

The third day the rain finally 

stopped while the further sail to Porto Santo (just east of Madeira) was under bright skies, 15-25Kn 

of northerly winds and noticeable higher temperatures now we came more south. 

 

The stop in Porto Santo was more or less planned as we expected the wind to turn to the SE for a day 

or two. 

Marina Ponta 

Delgada waiting for 

Nadine to strike 

https://salingadventuresofsyzeezwaluw.files.wordpress.com/2017/04/nr-6-ponta-delgada-at-sao-miguel.pdf
https://salingadventuresofsyzeezwaluw.files.wordpress.com/2017/04/nr-9-nuissance-of-ts-hurricanes-and-doubts-and-troubels.pdf
https://salingadventuresofsyzeezwaluw.files.wordpress.com/2017/03/azores-archipelago.pdf
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Although the new weather forecast predicted 

light winds we decided that economically spoken 

we could eventually motor sail (and consume lots 

of diesel) for many hours while avoiding the 

marina fees of €35 a day for a place desperately 

needing a lot of maintenance.  

 

November 13th we were on our way again. 

 

Except for the removal of a large bundle of 

fishing debris from the propeller just 20 Nm west 

of Graciosa, the trip to Arrecife at Lanzarote 

went uneventful. 

We really enjoined to be back at 

this nice anchorage near the 

familiar town. 

 

At this anchorage we met up with 

several friends. Belinda & Kit of 

“SY Quilcene” we hadn’t seen for 

years and Jeannette & Mike of 

“SY Dutchlink” who were in Horta 

as well.  

We loved to socialize with them and took even another tour by car around the island. 

 

This time we visited the 

places we skipped the 

year before like 

Timanfaya National 

Park, to  see the area 

of an giant volcanic 

eruption, the camels 

for the tourist to ride 

(we did not), as the 

vineyards along the 

foothills of the volcano’s in the middle of the island. 

 

Found around the prop … Anchorage Errecife 

Timanfaya National Park at Lanzerote 

Camel caravan for toerist Lanzarote Vineyard 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Timanfaya_National_Park
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Timanfaya_National_Park
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As you can/have read in the “Zeezwaluw Post” it was not before half December that we could 

disentangle our roots from this peaceful spot to head for our winter destination Las Palmas marina. 

Here we will be at least until July the first of 2013. 

 

Read more about our first projects “the LED light and energy project”. 

 

Riens and Ineke Elswijk 

 

___/)___ 

https://salingadventuresofsyzeezwaluw.files.wordpress.com/2017/04/nr-10-landfall-in-arrecife-thereafter-to-las-palmas-marina.pdf
https://salingadventuresofsyzeezwaluw.files.wordpress.com/2017/03/2013-1-the-led-light-project.pdf

