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Travel letter 1 - 2012 

 
Las Palmas Marina 
The arrival into our berth in Las Palmas marina at Gran 

Canaria was a bit hectic. After months of anchoring we had 

to drive Zeezwaluw backwards (the awkward way) to a 

pontoon fitted with lazy lines. Luckily all went well with 

Riens at the wheel! 

To get off the boat we have to fit our passerell, we have 

not used for nearly 2 years. So it took a while to position 

and stabilizes it to the backside with the mainsail halyard 

and 2 side-ropes. Finally at noon Zeezwaluw was safe and 

sound moored. Now tidy her topside for a hibernation of at 

least 3 months. Wind vane steering gear in winter-mode, 

the headsail came down, neatly folded and put into the bag while the towing generator was removed 

from the push pit. All items as well as the last loose bits and pieces (solar panel) were stowed in the 

forward cabin. 

 

Preparation Time 
After a peaceful and refreshing sleep, we have to hurry. The next day Ineke will fly to Holland for the 

funeral of her dear old aunt and now we have only one full day to find out how to reach the airport, 

30km south of the marina. The marina’ fuel dock manager provides us with a city 

map. He enlightens us about the 2 (underground) bus terminals at the north and 

south end of town. From both terminals Global busses go to the airport. 

However both terminals looked quite a walk from the 

marina. Luckily the helpful manager explained that city bus number 1, which has 

a bus-stop just outside the marina, will bring us to either one of the terminals. 

In need of stretching our legs as well as explore the surroundings we decide to 

walk to the terminal at the north side of town. It took us 20 minutes without 

luggage to get there. With luggage it’s too far to walk. Not that Ineke will have a lot for 

a 5-day visit and flying with Ryan-air, but it is easier tomorrow, to take bus number 1 to the south 

terminal, which is already in the direction of the airport. 

 

Back onboard Zeezwaluw, we rigged our “boat-made-sieve-Wi-Fi-antenna” and use the 

marina Wi-Fi-signal to browse the internet for timetable and bus number from the 

terminal to the airport. Global bus 60 is scheduled every 30 minutes for the 30-minute 

drive to the airport as the very structured Gaugaus-website showed. Transportation has 

been figured out now; therefore it’s time to get all the stuff together to pack the travel bag. 
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After packing we put it onto the scale, luckily it’s far below the allowed 20kg. That’s excellent, for it 

gives Ineke the possibility to buy and bring back plenty of special Dutch goodies!! 

 

The next day as Ineke is ready to leave to get to the airport, Riens is unexpectedly not able to walk 

her to the bus stop. At the exact moment we step off Zeezwaluw, both lazy lines (marina mooring 

lines) tied to the bow snapped in a nasty gust. Quickly Riens has to organise help for our Monitor wind-

vane almost bumps onto the pontoon. Luckily our Finish neighbour jumps off his boat to help Riens. 

Later on with help of the marina staff, Zeezwaluw was moved one berth further along the pontoon and 

moored safely again. 

 

 Riens was extremely busy the next couple of days. He managed to assemble a 

fabulous 4-course Christmas dinner as well as the shopping list for 

all the ingredients. His next hurdle was to find the 

fresh produce market as well as the supermarkets 

in time for it was only 6 days to Christmas! 

Normally it is lovely to go shopping in a complete 

unknown town but so close to Christmas it was like 

shopping in a madhouse! It looked as if every single person living 

in Las Palmas had to wriggle him/herself into the shops. 

Nevertheless he managed to buy all the delicious food before Ineke 

came back, December 23. 

 

Christmas and New Year celebration 
After the hectic start and the 5day-separation, we celebrated Christmas 

together. We had uninterrupted days of preparing our delicious Christmas 

dinner. At Christmas Eve by candlelight we enjoyed our 5star 4-course dinner 

accompanied by delicious wine at a nice laid table, while soft music played in the 

background. It was perfect but also a little odd wearing shorts and polo shirts 

(designer once of course) at Christmas dinner! 

Temperature stayed perfect (20ºC) so celebration of the New Year was in shorts as well. At midnight 

standing at Zeezwaluw’ bow we welcomed 2012 with a glass of champagne, watching 

the official display of fireworks surrounded by illegally let off of expired red 

distress flares. Talking to each other was impossible due to the blaring horns of all 

the big ships moored or anchored in the commercial harbour as if they were 

competing with the yacht’ horns in the marina. It has been a long time, 9 years to be 

precise; we heard the noise of big ships’ horns or yachts at New Year eve for it is a tradition in the 

Netherlands. 

 

Back to normal and work again 
After the holydays we gave our very long to-do list of boat jobs a serious glance. We 

had decided after 10 years of cruising to spend this winter serious time and 

money on Zeezwaluw. We would give her a facelift more or less. It is hard to 

make a decision where to start. Therefore we divide our to-do list in 2 parts 

inside & outside jobs. All jobs in both partitions were marked as; normal 

maintenance, repair and/or to buy as well as to renew. The last and important 

element is to prioritize and to dedicate a specific job to one or both of us. At 

our wish list were quite a lot of expensive technical “to buy”, items. For that 

reason we will spread these purchases over the next 4 months, to stick to our 

budget. 
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Riens starts an investigation at the internet (thanks for the marina Wi-Fi) for chandlers, availability 

and prizes of the technical items to compare them with the local chandlers in the marina and hardware 

shops in town. It’s a very time consuming job to sort this out but definitely worthwhile. Most of the 

purchases we need can be obtained locally but some (hydraulic service kits) have to be ordered in 

Holland or the UK. 

 

Ineke starts the inside decade-cleaning of Zeezwaluw. From the front to the aft, all the lockers and 

storage space are emptied cleaned and (some) re-painted. Followed by inspecting every single item of it 

contains regarding; expiring date, damage or usability before selecting it for “pack away again” or 

“chuck away”. 

Undertaking this kind of hard work you realise not only how many lockers and hidden space there is but 

also the many unused or ”you-never-know” items you have carried around for so many years! 

The next time-consuming job was a thorough cleaning of the woodwork before applying wax. Polishing 

until the wood shines as new is the finishing touch. It’s great how the interior looks when everything is 

spotless (even all the cushion covers had seen the inside of the washing machine) again and books, 

artwork and pictures are restored to their rightful place again. Hopeful it will stay this way for a 

while!  We still dream on as you see! 

 

Riens combines his internet research of new gear with the ordinary 

maintenance winter jobs of the engine (main & outboard), batteries, 

solar panel, all 11 winches, checking rigging & goosenecks of the boom 

and so many other jobs. One of these jobs is stocking up on films 

from the internet to have entertainment in the evening after a day 

of hard work. To stay healthy Riens is sorting out well balanced new 

menus for longer trips at sea. To get an impression about other jobs 

we carried out this winter see “Zeezwaluw Post,” 

The intended cleaning finished, it’s 

time for Ineke to start the sewing 

job. The sewing machine comes out 

of the dungeons after Sunbrella of 

the right colour has been bought 

and on went the job of making new 

covers for all 3 hatches, the anchor 

winch, outboard engine, compass, 

VHF, Navtex antenna and Dan boy. 

Already in the mood of sewing 

canvas, the tough job of sewing thick plastic had to be done. 

Riens, very good at measuring and drawing odd covers starts his 

job as master-designer. 

The designs are drawn at the plastic and cut where after Ineke 

struggles to sew everything together in the first attempt. It is 

like fighting the machine instead of sewing to get the job done. 

 

In the end we have new covers for the spare gas bottle, 

outboard engine fuel tank, the 2 air vents as well as a new 

mastfoot-collar. 

 

https://salingadventuresofsyzeezwaluw.wordpress.com/2017/03/24/zeezwaluw-galley-secrets/
https://salingadventuresofsyzeezwaluw.wordpress.com/2017/03/24/zeezwaluw-galley-secrets/
https://salingadventuresofsyzeezwaluw.files.wordpress.com/2017/04/nr-2-carnival-designing-in-las-palmas.pdf
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It becomes real fun again as the last sewing project starts, making a cockpit dump bag and four new 

cockpit cushions of our own designed Sunbrella fabric. We hope these new covers will last at least a 

couple of years, although the sun is a destructive element in a hot climate. But for now Zeezwaluw 

looks beautiful again. 

 

Vacation trip and a treat 
As most sailors know, every boat-job takes more time compared with a house-job. Next-to our 

extended restoration and maintenance jobs we have to do the “normal” things. Like, laundry, shopping, 

making breakfast, lunch and dinner as well as the day-to-day cleaning. To be honest, we love the work 

we have to do but we also like to have a day off once in a while to explore Las Palmas town or the island 

Gran Canaria. 

 

Unexpectedly our friends Ingrid and Han are with 

their catamaran “TWINS” at anchor in Arguineguin 

at the south coast of Gran Canaria. A first-class 

reason to take two days off for a visit! 

The Global bus takes us to Arguineguin in an hour 

while we are enjoying the view along the eastern 

coast to the south. In most places the sea is like a 

mirror but we also observe the specific acceleration 

zone in places as mentioned in the pilot. 

 

In those specific places the wind is much stronger 

and as a result the sea state very choppy to rough. 

Our friends are not waiting for us at the bus stop in Arguineguin as agreed. But it took only one TXT-

message to our friends to find us. All of us unaware there were 2 stops in this tiny town; we had 

stepped off the bus too early! Together we walked down to the dinghy moored in the little fishing 

harbour of Arguineguin. After just a 100m-drive we reached “TWINS”. 

 

We enjoy a delicious dinner on the “terrace” of the catamaran followed by a joyful evening, but 

sleeping (for the first time) at a catamaran was noisier as we expected due to the constant slapping of 

waves against the backside. The next day our friends have a surprise! To treat us, Ingrid and Han have 

rented a car to show us the island they know very well. The daytrip will end in Las Palmas, so we will 

have a long day to explore the island! 

Great, so the four of us are going to play “tourist” for a day. The trip goes first along the southwest 

coast to Puerto Rico and further on to Playa de Mogan. From there we drive NE into the mountains to 

the town Mogan. Where after a narrow winding road leads us along rivers and several storage lakes. 

https://salingadventuresofsyzeezwaluw.files.wordpress.com/2017/03/canary-islands-oktober-2016.pdf
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Tejeda is a village near the highest peak of the mountain ridge of central Gran Canaria. The slopes of 

these mountains are lush and green dotted with little villages. 

Along this road are spectacular coloured rock formations. We stop the car along the road next to a 

fruit stall, to have a closer look at the strange colours and to have something to drink of course. The 

stall keeper explains what kind of fruits and juice she is selling. 

To have a special one she mixes some of the exotic fruits to create a very tasty and refreshing juice.  

The next part of the trip goes further into the high mountains till we reach 

Tejeda  Here we have a tapas’ lunch at the terrace underneath a 

parasol where the view is a bit hazy but stunning. Not hungry or 

thirsty anymore, the journey continues to the highest 

mountaintop, Roque Nublo (1817m). 

 

We get out of the car at the parking lot, quite a distance 

from the top. A 20 min walk to the monument at the top is 

our goal but it is too steep for us today. For certain our 

failure to reach the monument is caused by the lunch (with a 

wine or two) not to our condition! Therefore we take pictures from a 

distance and promised ourselves that we will go there again to walk to the top before having lunch! 

The last part of the journey goes back to sea level and Las Palmas again. At Zeezwaluw we return a 

treat to our friends, a homemade tuna pasta dish before they drive back to Arguineguin and “TWINS”. 

 

Social life in winter 
Well, Las Palmas marina is a bit different from wintering marinas as we had been in the Mediterranean 

Sea. This marina is for many boats only a short stop on their way from Europe to the Cape Verdes and 

the Caribbean. Nevertheless, there are live-aboards here spread over 24 

pontoons. Quite a few are more or less based here others only for the winter. 

Due to security, inter-pontoon-contact is difficult; the gates at every pontoon 

have their own entry key. That’s very good of course but as we have only our own 

pontoon-key, visiting friends at other pontoons, has to be 

arranged by email, TXT message or a phone call. At our pontoon 

are a few live-aboards which are too busy with jobs (as we 

were/are) or don’t bother to have contact with other live-

aboards. 

Only the German sailing boat “Nautica” with Dieter & Carla is 

interested in their fellow sailors. We share on a daily bases, weather “pep” talk 

about going north or not, sometimes a coffee or a wine. Our kind Polish neighbour 

changed pontoons in April as did the French boat opposite us. The majority of the boats are locals or 

foreigners who have based their boat in the Canaries but fly out for a short holyday only. 
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Luckily Jeannette & Mike of “Dutchlink” who we met in the Azores last year, came back from the UK in 

February, but they are moored at another pontoon. Nevertheless, we had several lovely afternoons and 

evenings together with delicious dinners, swapped movies and books as well as computer programs. 

They intend to go to the Azores again and mainland Portugal. Probably we will see them again 

somewhere during the summer. 

 

Spending big 
Over the winter months we spend money. The hydraulic second fore stay gave up the ghost on our way 

to the Canaries. To have a suitable backup system next time (which is never we hope!) a wire and 

spanner-system with connections to both ends to by-pass/replace the hydraulic cylinder is ordered at 

the sail maker’. We also check the hydraulic backstay for a backup system in case-of. Luckily the 

backstay system is designed to bridge the extra distance if the hydraulic fails. 

Our dealings with the local shopkeeper, in order to service the hydraulic cylinders, would be a very 

expensive one. €800,= each (we have 4) So that’s a no go! 

 

By coincidence we came across a Dutch guy 

who knows where to get spare part sets for 

our Navtec hydraulic cylinders. The UK-

contact does not reply at our email so we 

give the Dutch company a try. A phone call 

to the company learns they have service kits 

for all our cylinders on stock. They will mail 

the 2 sets we ordered as soon as the money 

is transferred, 2x€80,=. Within a fortnight 

the kits arrive. Unfortunately one is 

incomplete but the company will send 

another one a.s.a.p. directly from the main 

office in the UK. 

After he was able to buy the missing part of the set in the local hydraulic shop, Riens managed to 

create special tools to service the cylinders himself. 

So to make a long story short, we have 2 fully operating hydraulic systems 

again. Normal service period is every 10 years.  

 

The genoa sheets (old spinnaker sheets of ’95) are a bit weary and too thin 

by our standard but we were not able to get the right size so far. The sail 

maker we went to for the hydraulic backup system has the right size. 

Therefore we buy 36m of rope as well as 35m of safety webbing (to click-

on the lifelines) to replace the old ones running along port & starboard side 

on top of the deck. The webbing needs only length adjustment (sewing 

machine) by Ineke to fit perfect. After washing and inspecting all halyards, 

the only one to replace is the main halyard. After the rigging is throughout 

inspected Zeezwaluw is ready for the coming season. 

 

Las Palmas town 
The town Las Palmas is large, build over several hills which a spectacular 

view and divides the town in the old centre in the south while the major 

shopping area can be found near the commercial harbour were all the big 

cruise ships moor. 
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With several hugh supermarkets (Mercadone, Carrefour & Hyperdino) and shopping malls like El Corte 

Inglés, the northern 

part is the nearest to 

the marina. Daily 

necessities are easy to 

obtain. Even the 

amazingly well stocked 

fresh fruit and veggie 

covered market is close 

by  and surrounded by 

Chinese groceries 

selling all kind of (middle)eastern goodies we haven’t seen in many years! We enjoy ourselves like kids 

in a toyshop! 

A nice area in this part of town 

are the streets with shops for 

tourists selling jewellery, 

watches, cameras, perfume and 

so on. Due to the low VAT (5%) 

everything looks/is very cheap 

and you get easily greedy, so be 

aware. There are also a few nice 

parks with statues and benches 

underneath palm trees to relax 

and enjoy the quiet for a while. 

 

The old part to the south is a bit 

farther away from the marina, 

nevertheless it is a lovely walk 

along streets lined with fancy 

shops. 

 

In the centre of the old town are a lot of old buildings worthwhile to see like; the St. Ana Cathedral, 

Theatre and Museum Péres Galdós, Modern Art Museum and many old grand churches. Even a statue of 

Colón as a Casa Museo de Colón can be found. 

 

The dark red and very 

old building of the 

Mercado de Vegueta 

(fresh produce market 

which even has a saddle 

makers shop) attracts 

the attention 

immediately. 

 

Both parts of Las Palmas 

town with their own 

charm are very different 

from each other. We like 

them both. 
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Canary climate 
The winter in Las Palmas was the warmest with the lowest humidity and hardly any rain we have 

experienced since our 10-year live-aboard-life. Only in February we had to change from 

shorts into jeans for the evening and turn on the electric heater at low heat to keep the 

cabin at a comfortable 25ºC. So, when it’s getting cold in mainland Europe somewhere in 

October, we will sail south again. 

 

Ready to go 
Early May Zeezwaluw and we are ready to set off for the new sailing season. Plans have been made for 

a roundtrip from the Canary Islands via Madeira to mainland Portugal and Spain during summer while in 

autumn we will be back in the Canary Islands again. According to plan we left Las Palmas at May 15 to 

return May 17 due to too light winds on the nose and on top of that current and swell against us (see 

Zeezwaluw Post). 

As soon as a suitable 3-day weather-window arrives we will be on our way again! 

 

Riens & Ineke Elswijk at SY Zeezwaluw 

 

To be continued in “Sailing from Las Palmas to the Azores” 

 

___/)___ 

https://salingadventuresofsyzeezwaluw.files.wordpress.com/2017/04/nr-4-las-palmas-las-palmas.pdf
https://salingadventuresofsyzeezwaluw.files.wordpress.com/2017/03/2012-2-sailing-from-las-palmas-to-the-azores3.pdf

